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Walkmill Community Woods

Wilder Walkmill  
Interpretation Development
12.08.2025

Document designed for screen – no need to print
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Colour palette

Core colours based on the landscape and slightly adjusted to brighten/darken tone.

C12 M75 Y33 K00

Core colours

C00 M10 Y10 K85

C10 M55 Y85 K15

C00 M15 Y80 K00

C52 M30 Y85 K10

C18 M18 Y27 K00

C46 M18 Y00 K00
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Typeface

Headline and title font
Ferist, quae simi, sae liquiatem quatemque ellaborum  
il millaces pa corepel enecum faccum. 
Aribusandita voluptas inis es que magnit landis autemperia quia vel modianducid 
ut officim inveliquam autendi aborehende nis sequi raquo to cupta nem fuga. 
Orunt. Num voluptatum ventia poreperum quat late veles dit odit velique voles.

Body copy: Usual

Headline/title font: 
Second Chance
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Logo

White out Mono
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Materials: charred timber
Charred Douglas fir timber cut to 
size, with routed messaging then 
infill clear varnished.

This technique is used in 
architectural cladding, where 
structures need to be low 
maintenance and last for 20+ years.

Charring and routing
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Materials: metals and patina

Explore rainbow patina effect on metal items / sleeves

Metal rubbings

Cast metal plate

Creative metalwork
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Graphic materials

NovaDura/EcoDura or 
equivalent for graphic panels:

• UV & Weather resistant

• Long term signage solutions

• 10 year warranty

• Outstanding print quality

• Anti-graffiti

• Vandal resistant

• Anti-bacterial

• 100% recyclable

Interactive elements to  
potentially include:

• �Stone, metal, brushed steel  
or corten steel inlay.
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Location of items

Tactile Trail panels locations

Wayfinding discs x 30

1a Off-site village 
signage RUFC

5e Interpretive intervention 
Bridge / Weir

5a Interpretive 
intervention Dam wall

8 Memorial Off (east) main N/S 
path, near shaft location

5c Interpretive intervention 
Allotment / Tree Nursery

5b Interpretive intervention 
Pond by footpath

Off site

TBC

W3W incorrect

C Bench plaque 1 Colliers’ 
Way (WCRT C)

W Bench replacement 11 
Dam view (WCRT W)

U Bench plaque 9 Dent view 
(WCRT U)

B Super bench Secret Valley 
Viewpoint (WCRT B)

F Bench plaque 4 Evening 
sun (WCRT F)

D Bench plaque 2 
Tranquility (WCRT D)

I Bench plaque 6 
Valley view (WCRT I)

R Bench plaque 8 
Peace (WCRT R)

A Super bench - storytelling 
Morning sun (WCRT A)

G Bench plaque 5 Rest and 
be thankful (WCRT G)

E Bench plaque 3 Cascade 
(WCRT E)

Q Bench plaque 7 Afternoon 
sun (WCRT Q)

1b Off-site village signage 
Railway Junction

5d Interpretive intervention 
Miners’ Path Panel

Car Park Wall Approach Entrance 
to Woodland 2 - car park

Threshold Sign Entrance 
to Woodland 1 - car park

2b Arrival Signage Entrance to 
Woodland (Car Park)

V Bench plaque 10 
Steam power (WCRT V)

3f Posts with purpose 6 
Dog leg path fork

3d Posts with purpose 3 N side path, on 
route to woodland entrance from RUFC

3g Posts with purpose 7 At large 
gate entrance to main N/S path

3c Posts with purpose 4 Top of 
path down east from car park

3e Posts with purpose 5 Secret 
Valley Entrance / crossroads

3b Posts with purpose 2 
Bottom of dogleg path

3a Posts with purpose 1 
Middle footbridge

2a Arrival Signage Entrance to 
Woodland (N) path by pond

3h Posts with purpose 8 Top of 
dog leg 
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1A Off Site Signage: RUFC

Spec: Off-site village 
signage RUFC
crinkled.damp.speak

Upright panel

A1 upright panel, 2 legs, 
Smooth sanded and charred 
1,700mm off ground.

150 x 150, 2500mm legs 

Will take advice on size of 
timbers (could do 150 x 
75mm)

Installed 800mm in ground	

Come from Moresby Parks? The village was built for miners 
who worked at Walkmill Colliery. Traces of this 1879-1961 
industrial employer can be seen in the woodland.

Walkmill Community Woodland 

Yours to Explore

WCRT

Find out more
This special place is owned and cared for by 
the local community. Can you lend a hand? 
Join in, support and share the benefi ts of 
Walkmill Community Woodland with others. 
Find out more, visit: website

The Pit was the 
village, the village 
was the Pit.

–  Son of an ex-Walkmill 
miner and band leader

Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence XXXXXXX. 
© West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way Design (2540).

Explore Walkmill
Walk along accessible paths and discover the mining 
past. Feel happier in nature – look and listen out for 
the wildlife or sit and notice the seasons change.

Rugby 
Club

Miners 
Memorial

The Old 
Weighbridge

Secret 
Valley

The Pond

Moresby 
Parks

No public 
access

North

Dam Wall

Moresby Pit Village Band 
win the Whitehaven Brass 
Band competition in 1952.

Map Key

 You are here

 Route for all

 Surfaced path

 Grass path

  Steep section 
(points downhill)

 Road

 Bridge

 Wet marsh

 Car park

 Point of interest

 Picnic bench

Follow the 
Old Pit Road 

Easy access route. 
Wheelchair and 

pushchair friendly. 
Gentle slopes, wide 

paths, and fi rm 
surfaces.

I can remember hearing the men 
coming back from the nightshift… 
furnaces lit up the night sky.

– Granddaughter of miner Thomas Barnes
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1B Off Site Signage: Railway Junction

Spec: Off-site 
signage railway
eating.ironclad.trick

Lectern panel	
		
A1 panel lectern - standard 
structure, 2 legs, Smooth 
sanded and charred timbers

Charred timber

People worked hard at Walkmill Colliery for over 80 years, between 
1879-1961. Wagons carried thousands of tonnes of coal and coke 
along a small railway line that ran along here, fuelling the fi res of 
Cumbria’s west coast iron and steel industries. 

Walkmill Community Woodland 

Yours to Explore

WCRT

Find out more 
This special place is owned and cared for 
by the local community. Join in, support 
and share the benefi ts of Walkmill 
Community Woodland with others. 
website

A link into the existing rail line 
made Walkmill colliery viable.

–  Son of ex-Walkmill miner Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence XXXXXXX. 
© West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way Design (2540).

The colliery line joined the main 
railway line here at Moresby 
Junction. You’ll have seen the 
old signal box here. Can you see 
the old gate post?
©XXX

I still remember 
as a child lying 
in bed listening 
to the back shift 
coming home – a 
cacophony of clogs 
which got louder as 
they approached 
the village laughing, 
joking and 
shouting.

– Son of an ex-miner

You are 
here

Easy access route. 
Wheelchair and 
pushchair friendly. 
Gentle slopes, 
wide paths, and 
fi rm surfaces.

Follow the old 
miners’ railway 
into the woods.
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2A Arrival signage: North pond entrance monolith

Spec: Entrance 
monolith
dabbing.earphones.lorry

Monolith 2m tall

Timber

3m (1m in ground) 

2 off 120 x 240 x 3m timber 
glued together to form 1 off 
240x240x3000mm monolith

D6: Can 120mm be routed?

Charred to 4 sides 

Routed to 2 faces (front and 
back) 

4 off panels inlaid 243mm x 
400mm.

Brand and wayfinding 
elements routed 

Side panels that combine 
the natural and cultural 
heritage message, 
including things to see/
spot/notice

Chunky charred 
timber monolith

Monolith: 3 metres  
tall (2 metres visible,  
1 metre below ground)

Side panel with 
site map 

Panel 
measures 
243mm to 
allow 3mm 
overlap to RHS.

N WCRT Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence 
XXXXXXX. © West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way 
Design (2540).

The Old Weighbridge

Moresby 
Parks

Secret 
Valley

North

Rugby 
Club

The Pond

Miners 
Memorial

Dam Wall

No public 
access

Map Key

  You are here

 Route for all

 Surfaced path

 Grass path

  Steep section 
(points downhill)

 Road

 Bridge

 Wet marsh

   Car park

   Point of interest

   Picnic bench

Track back to 
Moresby Parks 

E

What will you find in the 
woods today? Conservation 
is helping to protect wildlife 
for you to enjoy.

Follow 
the paths 
we made

S

Walkmill Colliery 
is history. 
Now the woods 
take its place and 
are looked after 
by the community. 

Walkmill Wood 
belongs to you

Find out more: 

[QR code/web link]

The wheel 
keeps turning. 
See how water 
once turned 
the wheels of 
industry.

Find your way to 
some of the ponds 

that the wildlife love.

W These woods 
were made 
for walking
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2B Car park pedestrian entrance

Spec: Off-site village 
signage car park 
pedestrian entrance
crinkled.damp.speak

Upright panel

A1 panel upright, 2 legs, 
Smooth sanded and charred 
1,700mm off ground.

Noticeboard area built in.  

Local’s way, dogs etc.

150 x 150, 2500mm legs 

Will take advice on size of 
timbers (could do 150 x 
75mm)	

North
Moresby 
Parks

Miners 
Memorial

The Pond

The Old 
Weighbridge

Secret 
Valley

No public 
access

Dam Wall

Rugby 
Club

WCRT Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence XXXXXXX. 
© West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way Design (2540).

Find out more 
This special place is owned and cared for by 
the local community. Can you lend a hand? 
Join in, support and share the benefi ts of 
Walkmill Community Woodland with others. 
Find out more, visit: website

The spoil tips from Walkmill’s colliery once dominated the 
landscape here. Nature suffered at the hands of industry 
but now we’re helping it to recover. 

Walkmill Community Woodland 

Unspoilt countryside

Explore Walkmill

Follow in the 
footsteps of the 

old miners 

Easy access route. 
Wheelchair and 

pushchair friendly. 
Gentle slopes, wide 

paths, and fi rm 
surfaces. You are here

 Route for all

 Surfaced path

 Grass path

  Steep section 
(points downhill)

 Road

 Bridge

 Wet marsh

 Car park

 Point of interest

 Picnic bench

Map Key

Come by car? 
Did you know that by 

walking just 1.5 miles from 
Moresby Parks to this car 
park you will save 500g of 
CO2, which is the same as 
using your microwave for 

one whole day!

Walk along accessible paths and discover 
the mining past. Feel happier in nature – 
look and listen out for the wildlife or sit 
and notice the seasons change.

My grandfather walked that path 
from Hensingham for 50 years, and 
his father for 50 years. They walked 
back after work black and dirty until 
they got a warm bath at home.”

– Son of an ex-Walkmill miner

This car park was at the edge of the slag 
bank. Miners from Keekle and the other 
villages on this side of the colliery walked 
to work using a footpath on the west 
side of the stream. ©XXX

Miners spent their days 
down the pit, in darkness. 
But playing rugby, keeping 
pigeons and being outdoors 
was where they wanted to 
be… Walkmill now is their 
idea of heaven.

– Ex-miner at Walkmill Colliery
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Car park threshold sign

Entrance to Walkmill Community Woodland

Proposed area for 
threshold sign

Charred  
timber slats

Non charred  
Douglas fir 
supports

Routed 
logo

Parking, walks, 
wildlife icons

Charred timber slats shaped at the 
top to loosely reflect the shape of 
the old slag heap

Spec: Entrance to 
Woodland 1 – car park
host.points.bedspread

Wooden charred and routed 
timber

Panel set up 
1200x750mm to 
allow 300mm in 
width of two 150mm 
posts either side for 
support and to take 
it within 1.5sqm.

Option 1: Infill painted, binoculars for wildlife icon

Option 2: Natural finish, bird for wildlife icon

Main panel needs to clear 
1300mm from ground so posts 
may need to be 150x150x2500mm 
to allow 800mm set in ground.
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3a Posts with purpose  
Middle footbridge

3b Posts with purpose 2  
Bottom of dogleg path

facelift.boots.above joys.maker.blotting

IP3. Posts with purpose: Small

Spec: Post with 
purpose
900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x 150mm. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING 

wayfinding disc/s affixed

Spec: Post with 
purpose
900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x 150mm. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING 

wayfinding disc/s affixed

Secret 
Valley

North

The Pond

Miners 
Memorial

Route for all

You are here

The Old 
Weighbridge

Secret 
Valley

North

The Pond

Miners 
Memorial

Route for all

You are here

The Old 
Weighbridge
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3c Posts with purpose 4  
Top of path down east from car park

pranced.analogy.mint

IP3. Posts with purpose: Small

Spec: Post with 
purpose
900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x 150mm. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING 

wayfinding disc/s affixed

3d Posts with purpose 3 N side path, en 
route to woodland entrance from RUFC

emotional.unwraps.shopping

Spec: Post with 
purpose
900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x  150. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING 

wayfinding disc/s affixed

Secret 
Valley

North

The Pond

Miners 
Memorial

Route for all

You are here

The Old 
Weighbridge

North

Secret 
Valley

The Pond

Miners 
Memorial

Route for all

The Old 
Weighbridge

You are here
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IP3 Posts with purpose: Small

3f Posts with purpose 6 Top of dog 
leg 

3h Posts with purpose 7 
Farmers Track fork

customers.according.parsnips
w3w TBC

Spec: Post with 
purpose
900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x  150. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING

wayfinding disc/s affixed 

Spec: Post with 
purpose
900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x  150. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING

wayfinding disc/s affixed 

Secret 
Valley

North

The Pond
Miners 
Memorial

Route for all

You are here

The Old 
Weighbridge Secret 

Valley

North

The Pond
Miners 
Memorial

Route for all

You are here

The Old 
Weighbridge

REPLACE WITH CORRECT 
AW
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IP3 Posts with purpose: Monolith

Spec: Monolith 
flaking.backfired.visions

3e: Monolith Secret Valley 
Entrance / crossroads

Monolith - 3 metres  
tall (2 metres visible,  
1 metre below ground)

Timber

2 off 120 x 240 x 3m timber 
glued together to form 1 off 
240x240x3000mm monolith

Charred to 4 sides 

Routed to 2 faces (front and 
back) 

4 off panels inlaid 240mm x 
400mm.

wayfinding disc/s affixed

N

Head past the 
moss, cross the 
bridge to the 
car park.

Follow the old 
railway line back to 

Moresby Parks. 

The birds 
are shouting 
loud E WCRT Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence 
XXXXXXX. © West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way 
Design (2540).

The Old Weighbridge

Moresby 
Parks

Secret 
Valley

North

Rugby 
Club

The Pond

Miners 
Memorial

Dam Wall

No public 
access

Map Key

  You are here

 Route for all

 Surfaced path

 Grass path

  Steep section 
(points downhill)

 Road

 Bridge

 Wet marsh

   Car park

   Point of interest

   Picnic bench

S XXXXXXXX

Wind your way 
beyond the 

trees to a 
secret valley.

Look out for 
insects in the 
woodland ponds.

W Listen to 
the river 
trickle

Go deeper into 
the woods.

Shhh! The 
secret valley 

is this way…
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IP3 Posts with purpose: Monolith

Spec: Monolith 
hindered.walnuts.pitching

3g: Monolith At large gate 

entrance to main N/S path

Monolith - 3 metres  
tall (2 metres visible,  
1 metre below ground)

Timber

2 off 120 x 240 x 3m timber 
glued together to form 1 off 
240x240x3000mm monolith

Charred to 4 sides 

Routed to 2 faces (front and 
back) 

4 off panels inlaid 240mm x 
400mm.

wayfinding disc/s affixed

N

Find the sneaky 
deer tracks 
through the woods. 

You know it 
used to be a 
mine E

Stroll back 
to Moresby, 

don’t miss 
the old dam.

Wander into the 
woods that grow 
over the old colliery. 

XXXXXX S Going down to 
walkmill I can’t 
wait to come again

Follow the old miners’ 
path, back to the village 
they called home.
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IP4.8 Memorial

Base images below for reference.

Rough draft of how the skyline will 
look, and line up for the viewer. 
Posts spaced apart and can be 
walked around.

This visual based on 240mm wide 
timbers. To be discussed.

5mm diameter 
router head to 
3mm depth

Example layout, 
not artwork

Skyline to 
change to 
that shown 
in bottom 
left picture

Footplate

Mining tub could be placed in 
front and the illustration show 
tracks leading towards it.

Outline to use here

Walkmill Community 
Woodland is given 
back to nature and 
you. What will the 
next chapter be? 

2025

William Moore, a 
coal hewer from 
Distington, is living 
at Pit Cottages, 
Walkmill, with other 
miners and their 
families.

1901
Archibald Thom 
Senior and his family 
move into the mine 
manager’s house, 
Moresby Parks.

1887

George Curwen, 
Crusher Attendant, 
aged 18, is killed as  
a wheel off a wagon 
full of coal passes 
over his neck.

1920 The old colliery is a 
playground for local 
children, who scale 
fences, explore old 
buildings and run 
across “the Black 
Swamp”.

1960s

James Baird, William 
Fletcher and William 
McCowan, Moresby 
Coal Company, ask 
the Earl of Lonsdale 
for the right to 
mine coal.

1877

Miner John Kelly 
remembers the 
day the colliery 
shut “as if it were 
yesterday”.

1961 British Coal and 
Keir Mining spend 
thousands of pounds 
to move earth and 
toxic slag.

1990s

2m height for all?

Spec: Monolith
habits.origin.rosette

Posts: 3m x 240mm x 120mm

D6: Can 120mm be routed? 
Should these be doubled up?

8 Memorial Off (east) main 
N/S path, near shaft location

Monoliths that align

Quote/estimate as per 
discussion

Possibly needs to reflect 
presence of reclaimed mine tub

Mining tub
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IP4.8 Memorial

Example of how stories could be 
shown on each post.

May need a funders plaque on the 
side or bottom of last one.

Font size based on sample copy 
given and 240mm wide post.

Draft copy:

1877 - James Baird, William Fletcher and William McCowan, 
Moresby Coal Company, ask the Earl of Lonsdale for the right 
to mine coal. 

1887 - Archibald Thom Senior and his family move into the 
mine manager’s house, Moresby Parks.

1901 - William Moore, a coal hewer from Distington, is living at 
Pit Cottages, Walkmill, with other miners and their families.

1920 - George Curwen, Crusher Attendant, aged 18, is killed as 
a wheel off a wagon full of coal passes over his neck.

1961 - Miner John Kelly remembers the day the colliery shut 
“as if it were yesterday”.

1960s – The old colliery is a playground for local children, who 
scale fences, explore old buildings and run across “the Black 
Swamp”.

1990s - British Coal and Keir Mining spend thousands of 
pounds to move earth and toxic slag.

2025 – Walkmill Community Woodland is given back to 
nature and you. What will the next chapter be?

72pt

140pt

Walkmill Community 
Woodland is given 
back to nature and 
you. What will the 
next chapter be?

2025



25	 The Way Design  |  Minerva Heritage  |  Walkmill Woods  |  13/08/25

IP4.8 Memorial foot plate

•	 Feet outline/shape 
•	 Look this way (pit) 
•	 Arrow up to pit 
•	 Arrow down to village 
•	 Indicate village location

Spec: foot plate
habits.origin.rosette

9mm thick corten disk, laser 
cut detail. Pinned into ground 
and set near-flush. Could use 
postcrete base for fixing.

300mm dia metal ground disc 
(similar to rubbings or token) to 
denote position viewer needs to 
stand to join together: 

Plate positioned to line up image 
for person standing on..

Arrows show old mine 
infrastructure and 
direction of village

Example in London set in Tarmac

• L
o

o
k

 t
hi

s w
ay      to the old

 p
it • To the village

Lo
ok

 th
is way to the old

 

To be discussed
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IP5A Lectern

5a Interpretive intervention 
Dam wall

Spec: Lectern
spillage.best.mute

Lectern panel

A2 panel lectern - standard 
structure, 2 legs, smooth 
sanded and charred timbers

Charred timber

Walkmill Colliery needed water all the time. Water fl owing 
from Moresby Moss powered the colliery’s steam engines. 

Walkmill Community Woodland 

Storing it up

WCRT Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence XXXXXXX. 
© West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way Design (2540).

This dam is one of the few reminders there 
was once a colliery here. The wall across 
the beck collected water in ponds near the 
mine shafts. With no electricity until the 
1960s, everything was steam-powered. 
So the mine needed coal and water on tap.
©XXX

Walls that lined the road 
here contain bricks from 
the Micklam brickworks at 
Lowca. The bricks are rare 
but lots have been found 
at Walkmill Colliery. ©XXX 

People hated working 
this mine because 
it was always so wet 
and miserable.

–  Former Walkmill 
Colliery miner

Find out more 
This special place is owned 
and cared for by the local 
community. Join in, support 
and share the benefi ts 
of Walkmill Community 
Woodland with others. website
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IP5B Lectern

5b Interpretive intervention 
Pond but location TBC

Spec: Lectern
reinvest.spans.hypocrite

Lectern panel

A2 panel lectern - standard 
structure, 2 legs, smooth 
sanded and charred timbers

Ponds are great for wildlife. Creating ponds in this 
woodland has helped nature to recover and reclaim 
its rightful place on the former mining spoil tip.

Walkmill Community Woodland 

Pooling resources

WCRT Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence XXXXXXX. 
© West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way Design (2540).

Between 2023-2027 by West 
Cumbria Rivers Trust (WCRT) 
worked in partnership with 
Moresby Parish Council to 
deliver a large conservation 
project that made Walkmill 
Community Woodland a better 
place for people and nature. 
©XXX

Having more water in the 
landscape has so many 
benefi ts including wildlife 
habitat enhancement, natural 
fl ood risk management and 
also drought management. 
Within a few days of the 
ponds being created we saw 
wildlife using them.

–  Xxxxxx

dragonfl y / 
frog image

Creating new ponds 
has expanded 
and enriched the 
wildlife habitat 
here. The most 
visible effects are 
more dragonfl ies 
and frogs!

Eight new 
ponds were created 

between 2023-2025. 
This is one of them. 

Can you fi nd the 
others?

Find out more 
This special place is owned 
and cared for by the local 
community. Join in, support 
and share the benefi ts 
of Walkmill Community 
Woodland with others. website

Charred timber



28	 The Way Design  |  Minerva Heritage  |  Walkmill Woods  |  13/08/25

IP5C Lectern

5c Interpretive intervention 
Allotment / Tree Nursery

Spec: Lectern
century.exhales.procures

Lectern panel

A3 upright lectern - standard 
structure, 2 legs, smooth 
sanded and charred timbers

This community allotment grows 
trees and wildfl owers for you and 
for Walkmill Community Woodland.

Walkmill Community Woodland 

From seed to forest

WCRT Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence XXXXXXX. 
© West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way Design (2540).

The Walkmill mining 
community dig together 
for coal near Scilly 
Banks to heat their 
homes during the 1921 
national coal strike.

Mining families had to 
work together and look 
out for one another, 
down the mine and in the 
village. Supporting your 
neighbours continues a 
long proud tradition. 
© XXX

Tree and wildfl owers are 
grown from seed here 
to prevent saplings and 
seedlings being nibbled by 
deer that live in the wood. 
© XXX

A small block of miners’ 
housing meant the colliery 
could be kept working 24/7. 
This 1899 map shows a small 
allotment plot to one side of 
the terrace. 
© XXX

Find out more 
This special place is owned and cared for by the local 
community. Join in, support and share the benefi ts of 
Walkmill Community Woodland with others. website

Charred timber

REPLACE WITH CORRECT 
AW
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IP5D Lectern

5d Interpretive intervention 
Miners’ Path Panel

Spec: Lectern
firm.headstone.mush

Lectern panel	
		
A1 panel lectern - standard 
structure, 2 legs, Smooth 
sanded and charred timbers

Inclusion of coal wagon plaque 
TBC

Walkmill Colliery opened in 1879. Despite diffi cult working conditions, Walkmill 
regularly produced over 125,000 tons of coal per year. But British coal couldn’t 
compete pound-for-pound with coal mined abroad or cheaper fuels like gas. Like 
many other mines in west Cumbria, Walkmill Colliery was fi nally shut down in 1961. 

Walkmill Community Woodland 

Founded on coal

Our civilization is 
founded on coal

–  George Orwell, 
‘Down the Mine’ 1937

WCRT Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence XXXXXXX. 
© West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way Design (2540).

This coal wagon plaque was found in 
the nearby beck. The Wagon Finance 
Corporation London fi rm built and 
hired out wagons to coal companies.

This place is so 
important to us. 

– Resident of 
Moresby Parks

To compensate the mining 
community for damage to 
health and the environment 
and loss of jobs and lives, 
the site was cleared, buried 
and transformed. 

Would this be a good place 
to mine coal now or do you 
like it as it is?

10” diameter steam engine plaque – 
integrated within the panel structure 

Reconstruction illustration 

image of a coal wagon Walkmill Colliery as shown on 1899 
OS map is dominated by a massive 
building running almost the length 
of the site. This was a battery of 
brick-built ovens for producing 
coke, a fuel for iron smelting in 
furnaces on the coast.  
©XXX

Moresby Coal 
Company logo

Before being taken away 
for sale, coal and coke 
was weighed here on a 
45-ton weighing machine. 
Local children playing in 
the abandoned building 
remember seeing the 
name ‘Avery’ on the 
weighing dial. Avery, a 
fi rm from Birmingham, 
installed it in 1913. 
©XXX

Charred timber
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IP5E Lectern

5e Interpretive intervention 
Bridge / Weir

Spec: Lectern
excavate.schools.failed

Lectern panel

A2 panel lectern - standard 
structure, 2 legs, smooth 
sanded and charred timbers

Charred timber

After a lot of hard work, this beck 
is now a great place for nature.

Walkmill Community Woodland 

Hard lines

WCRT Moresby PC

Map using OS data. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. OS licence XXXXXXX. 
© West Cumbria Rivers Trust, June 2025. Design by The Way Design (2540).

This beck was once diverted through a 
concrete channel by the Walkmill Colliery to 
keep the wheels of industry turning. The beck 
fed four dammed-up ponds that fed water to 
the steam boilers powering the entire colliery. 

Nature doesn’t like straight, solid edges. 
It has taken a lot of people power to get 
the beck here into a more natural state.

Left: The concrete channel 
that used to cross the site. 

Above: Work under way on 
the new, more natural stream.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. 
Nulpa cus di occusania 
volorporem. Ga. Susande 
qui qui quid essit.

– Xxxxxx

Find out more 
This special place is owned 
and cared for by the local 
community. Join in, support 
and share the benefi ts 
of Walkmill Community 
Woodland with others. website



31	 The Way Design  |  Minerva Heritage  |  Walkmill Woods  |  13/08/25

Spec: Bench
Engraved steel plaque -  
Rounded and smoothed 
edges. 400mm wide, folded 
bottom section 40mm and 
top section 80mm to sit over 
bench edge.

Explore option of rainbow 
patina.

Existing benches to measure. 

Upgrade x 11 existing plain 
benches, retaining existing 
structures

Use plaque to cover marker 
pen name.

Include co-created verse 
etched on top.

1-11

Bench C, Colliers’ Way

Bench plaque replacement

C Bench plaque 1 Colliers' Way 
(WCRT C)

arming.sized.lance

D Bench plaque 2 Tranquility 
(WCRT D)

foal.rejected.absent

E Bench plaque 3 Cascade 
(WCRT E)

sprint.scorpions.glass

F Bench plaque 4 Evening sun 
(WCRT F)

snuck.proposed.glued

G Bench plaque 5 Rest and be 
thankful  
(WCRT G)

simulations.annotated.
punctuate

I Bench plaque 6, 
on railway path

Valley view 
(WCRT I)

second.typically.sulked

Plaque folds over 
top of bench 

Colliers’ Way

Moresby colliers made their way along the pit road to work.

Tranquillity

Somewhere to sit and to think.

Bench D, Tranquility

Q Bench plaque 7 Afternoon sun 
(WCRT Q)

stews.rescuer.potential

R Bench plaque 8 Peace (WCRT 
R)

blueberry.inserting.
monitors

U Bench plaque 9, 
on railway path

Dent view 
(WCRT U)

punctual.running.inched

V Bench plaque 10 Steam power 
(WCRT V)

divorcing.prestige.configure

W Bench 
replacement 11

Dam view 
(WCRT W)

develops.gradually.
dumplings
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Bench plaque replacement

Spec: Bench
Engraved steel plaque -  
Rounded and smoothed 
edges. 400mm wide, folded 
bottom section 40mm and 
top section 80mm to sit over 
bench edge.

Explore option of rainbow 
patina.

Existing benches to measure. 

Upgrade x 11 existing plain 
benches, retaining existing 
structures

Use plaque to cover marker 
pen name.

Include co-created verse 
etched on top.

Plaque folds over 
top of bench Evening Sun

This is a good spot to catch the sun here of an evening. Bench E, Cascade

Cascade

Water once tumbled over the weir 
on its way into the mine ponds.

Rest and be Thankful

Named for a pub in Quality Corner, once a miners’ favourite. 
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Bench plaque replacement

Spec: Bench
Engraved steel plaque -  
Rounded and smoothed 
edges. 400mm wide, folded 
bottom section 40mm and 
top section 80mm to sit over 
bench edge.

Explore option of rainbow 
patina.

Existing benches to measure. 

Upgrade x 11 existing plain 
benches, retaining existing 
structures

Use plaque to cover marker 
pen name.

Include co-created verse 
etched on top.

Plaque folds over 
top of bench 

Valley View

Get a good view down Keekle Valley from this spot.

Afternoon Sun

Catch some rays of in the afternoon here.
Bench I, Valley View

Peace

A place to feel at ease.
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Dent View

A way off is Dent Fell, the closest peak to Moresby.

Steam Power

Here the original colliery dam stored 
water for the steam engines.

Dam View

Look towards the main stretch of stored water
 known to villagers as the dam.

Spec: Bench
Engraved steel plaque -  
Rounded and smoothed 
edges. 400mm wide, folded 
bottom section 40mm and 
top section 80mm to sit over 
bench edge.

Explore option of rainbow 
patina.

Existing benches to measure. 

Upgrade x 11 existing plain 
benches, retaining existing 
structures

Use plaque to cover marker 
pen name.

Include co-created verse 
etched on top.

Plaque folds over 
top of bench 

Bench plaque replacement

Bench W, Dam View
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Super bench

Spec: Super Bench
Storytelling interpretive bench

2 off curved benches 
1800mm long, seat to be 500 
mm off ground, 

No charred legs, to prevent 
rub off on clothing.

Engraving on arms
Arm height 200mm, 

50mm wide. 

50mm depth

Four legs needed to support 
curved sections if this chosen.

Curved sections, or

Curved slats

We are exploring design and 
production specification at 
the moment.

To work up – see Door 6 spec



36	 The Way Design  |  Minerva Heritage  |  Walkmill Woods  |  13/08/25

Content Plan: 
B Super bench Secret Valley Viewpoint (WCRT B)

notched.slugs.ombudsman

Quotes / Co-curation material

Title: Secret valley

Additional text (20 words body text)

Other engravings tbc - John Kelly poem extracts / school haiku / v 
short poem

Content Plan: 
A Super bench Morning sun (WCRT A)

reporters.follow.houseboat

Existing bench removed.

Quotes / Co-curation material

Title: Morning sun

Additional text (20 words body text)

Tbc – school haiku / v short poem 

Super bench
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Tactile trail

Spec: Post with 
rubbing
Locations TBC

Posts With Purpose with 
rubbing plaque on printed 
panel to face.

100mm rectangular metal 
plaque

150mmx180mmm interp 
panel.

900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x  150. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING

Charred timber

Brass rubbing/
tactile element

Butterflies are very sensitive 
to climate change.

Some dragonflies 
can fl y backwards.

Adders are the UK’s 
only poisonous snake.

Common lizards 
can give birth to either 
live young or eggs.

Custom illustrations to be commissioned, 
design indicative of layout and content only
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Tactile trail

Spec: Post with 
rubbing
Locations TBC

Posts With Purpose with 
rubbing plaque on printed 
panel to face.

100mm rectangular metal 
plaque

150mmx180mmm interp 
panel.

900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x  150. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING

Charred timber

Brass rubbing/
tactile element

Custom illustrations to be commissioned, 
design indicative of layout and content only

Can you croak 
like a frog?

Newts don’t hibernate 
much now because of 
warmer winters. 

Keep still and you might 
see deer before they fl ee 
off through the trees.

Have red squirrel planted 
some of these trees? They 
sometimes forget where they 
have stashed their food.
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Custom illustrations to be commissioned, 
design indicative of layout and content only

When heron swoop low you 
can feel the beat of their wings.

Buzzard calls sound 
halfway between a 
cat and a crow.

Alder
Once thought to be unlucky, 
this native tree loves moist 
ground. Small brown cones 
stay on the tree year-round.

Tactile trail

Spec: Post with 
rubbing
Locations TBC

Posts With Purpose with 
rubbing plaque on printed 
panel to face.

100mm rectangular metal 
plaque

150mmx180mmm interp 
panel.

900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x  150. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING

Charred timber

Brass rubbing/
tactile element
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Tactile trail

Spec: Post with 
rubbing
Locations TBC

Posts With Purpose with 
rubbing plaque on printed 
panel to face.

100mm rectangular metal 
plaque

150mmx180mmm interp 
panel.

900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x  150. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING

Charred timber

Brass rubbing/
tactile element

Custom illustrations to be commissioned, 
design indicative of layout and content only

Rye grass
You’ll fi nd it along 
the footpaths here. 
It was once a crop 
for cows and sheep.

Common heather
Cloaks of heather provide 
food for insects and 
birds, and a hiding place 
for secretive reptiles.
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Tactile trail

Spec: Post with 
rubbing
Locations TBC

Posts With Purpose with 
rubbing plaque on printed 
panel to face.

100mm rectangular metal 
plaque

150mmx180mmm interp 
panel.

900mm out of ground, 1,400 x 
150 x  150. 

Angle cut front 10cm lower 
than back.

Smooth sanded and charred

Panels 180mm x 150mm 

NO ROUTING

Charred timber

Brass rubbing/
tactile element

Custom illustrations to be commissioned, 
design indicative of layout and content only

Rosebay willowherb
Sometimes called bombweed 
or fi reweed. Its tall pink spikes 
brighten up the edges of 
footpaths and waste ground.

Soft rush
People once made cheap 
candlewicks using the piths 
of these soft rushes. You’ll 
fi nd it all over Walkmill.
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Wayfinding discs 

Decoration reflects the 
Walkmill tokens

Walkmill token Brass rubbing example (this 
one would have infill arrow 
rather than full infill.

Spec: IP.3 
Wayfinding discs
Wayfinding discs x 20 - TBC

Options to explore drop 
stamp, or similar to rubbing 
disc as per tactile trail, or 
3D printed (though this 
might not survive outdoors 
as long).

80mm round (to match 
PROW discs)

Used on small Posts for 
Purpose
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Thank you
Please get in touch if you have any queries

The Way Design Ltd 
Higher Culloden Farm, College Road, Camelford PL32 9TL 
T 07736 461846  E hello@thewaydesign.co.uk  W thewaydesign.co.uk

Private limited company, registered in England and Wales: 09118494.  
All content and Intellectual Property in this document remains © The Way Design 2025 until final invoice paid. 
No reproduction permitted in any way without written permission.
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