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1) Introduction 

 
1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) supports a full planning application 

for 109 no. dwellings and associated infrastructure including landscaping, open 
space, access, highway and drainage on land west of Valley View Road, Whitehaven 
(Edgehill Park phase 4). 

1.2 As encouraged by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), this document 
confirms the nature and extent of public consultation undertaken during the 
preparation of this full planning application. 

1.3 It sets out how the proposal has been informed by involvement of the public. 

1.4 This document is to be read in conjunction with the detail submitted in support of 
this full planning application. 

 

2) Planning Policy 

2.1 At a national level, paragraphs 39 and 40 of the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) encourage applicants to engage in good-quality pre-application discussions, 
including the local community, and, where relevant, with statutory and non-
statutory consultees, before submitting their applications. 

2.2 The NPPF recognises at para 41 that “the more issues that can be resolved at pre-
application stage… the greater the benefits”. 

2.3 Paragraph 124 of the NPPF states: 

“The creation of high-quality buildings and places is fundamental to what the 
planning and development process should achieve. Good design is a key aspect of 
sustainable development, creates better places in which to live and work and helps 
make development acceptable to communities. Being clear about design 
expectations, and how these will be tested, is essential for achieving this. So too is 
effective engagement between applicants, communities, local planning 
authorities and other interests throughout the process”. 

2.4 Paragraph 128 of the NPPF also states that: 

“Design quality should be considered throughout the evolution and assessment of 
individual proposals. Early discussion between applicants, the local planning 
authority and local community about the design and style of emerging schemes is 
important for clarifying expectations and reconciling local and commercial 
interests. Applicants should work closely with those affected by their proposals to 
evolve designs that take account of the views of the community. Applications that 
can demonstrate early, proactive, and effective engagement with the community 
should be looked on more favourably than those that cannot”. 
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3) Public Consultation and Stakeholder Involvement 

3.1 The site is identified as a proposed housing allocation in the draft Copeland Local 
Plan 2021-2038.  As part of this process, Copeland Borough Council has carried out 
public consultation in the form of a Call for Sites, Preferred Options and draft 
publication version of the Local Plan.   The draft Local Plan consultation period ended 
on 18th March 2022.   

3.2 Story Homes has promoted the site to its proposed allocation status and has 
simultaneously sought the views of the public in developing our plans. 

3.3 A public exhibition event was held on 19th January 2022 between 2:00pm and 7pm 
at the Gameriggs Community Centre adjacent to the site.  To advertise this event, on 
7th January 2022 Story Homes wrote to 144 no. nearby addresses and 4 no. local 
Councillors – see Appendix 1 and 2.   The event was also advertised in the 
Whitehaven News on 12th January 2022 – see Appendix 3. 

3.4 Story Homes presented exhibition boards at the event and members of the project 
team were in attendance to inform and answer questions of the proposals – see 
Appendix 4. 

3.5 A large colour copy of the proposed masterplan was left on a table during the 
exhibition event.  The project team annotated this plan with verbal comments 
received from members of the public at the event – see Appendix 5.  

3.6 There were also feedback forms available that the public could fill in – see Appendix 
6.  At the same time of the exhibition,  Story Homes published the consultation 
boards on their website and sought for comments within a two week public 
consultation period.   

3.7 A total of 31 people attended the event and 5 feedback forms were completed at 
the event. A single written response was received during the online consultation. 

 

Edgehill Park phase 4, public consultation event, 17th January 2022, Gameriggs Community Centre 
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Feedback Summary 

3.8 The following table identifies some of the constructive consultation comments and 
how Story Homes has sought to address the issues raised; 

 

Consultation Response How the response has been considered / 
incorporated 

No benefit to Greenbank, loss of wildlife, views 
and potential noise pollution 

 

The regeneration of the site shall help preclude 
unauthorised trespass and antisocial activities 
including flytipping and scramble bikes. This in 
turn shall help against complaints arising from 
the adjacent residents including those at 
Greenbank.   
 
There shall be a biodiversity net gain of a 
minimum 10% achieved through significant 
new landscaping and SUDS pond.     
 
The development shall maintain attractive 
views encountered from the PROW and within 
the site as there is no proposed built form to 
the south. 
 
There shall be noise mitigation during the 
construction stage as controlled through a 
Construction Environmental Management Plan, 
which Story Homes is happy to be conditioned 
as part of any planning approval (as per 
previous phases). 
 

Concerns regarding potential access link to the 
north at Wastwater Road – this could attract 
antisocial or unsafe use including use by 
motorbikes 

 

The erection of suitable barriers/fencing can 
help prevent antisocial behaviour.   
 

Drainage problems on Valley View Road from 
site 

Story Homes is proposing a new land drain 
along the length of the eastern boundary to 
catch existing run off and divert it away from 
existing properties.  This is subject to a separate 
engineering enabling works planning 
application and shall be put in place as soon as 
possible subject to permission being granted. 
 

Overlooking from new houses into Valley View 
Road and tree sizes 

Story Homes is proposing a significant 
landscaping tree belt that will help screen 
overlooking.  Likewise some plots adjacent to 
Valley View Road shall be orientated gable-on.  
The trees to be planted shall be subject to an 
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Consultation Response How the response has been considered / 
incorporated 

ongoing management programme.  They shall 
be of a height to help provide screening, but at 
the same time not be too high to cause an 
excessive loss in sunlight in the rear gardens of 
Valley View Road. 
 

Play area should be considered and works to 
help bring Gameriggs football pitch back into 
use 

Story Homes is proposing a trim trail within 
new POS alongside the PROW, which shall 
provide continuation from that already in 
existence in phase 2 linear park area.  Story 
Homes is keen to explore ways in which it can 
support the football pitch at Gameriggs being 
brought back into a suitable condition for use.  
A formal and enclosed childrens play area is 
proposed in Edgehill phase 5 which has been 
granted planning permission.  Phase 5 is 
planned to be constructed in tandem with 
phase 4. 
 

If the proposed development is of same 
standard as the rest of Edgehill Park it’ll be an 
asset to the town and the general area 

It is Story Homes intention to continue its build 
with the same high quality designed house 
types, layout and landscaping so as to 
complement the existing Edgehill Park 
development.  The layout has been designed 
with many interesting public viewpoints 
including long distance uninterrupted views 
from the development to the western Lake 
District hills.  Access between the phases and 
the surrounding area has been at the forefront 
of the plans to help provide good links to the 
wider community. 
 

 

4) Summary & Conclusion 

4.1 In summary, this proposal has been informed by meaningful prior engagement and 
consultation with the public through the Council’s  new Copeland Local Plan 
consultation and Story Homes public consultation.    

4.2 While the number of people responding was lower than that experienced in Story 
Homes other consultation events, those that did engage offered some valuable 
comments which Story Homes has duly taken on board in its scheme formulation.   
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Appendix 1 

Consultation Letter  
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Appendix 2 – 

 

Consultation Event Mailing List 
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Appendix 3 

Whitehaven News, Weds 12th Jan, Public Notice 
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Extract from p8, Whitehaven News, Weds 12th January 2022   
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Appendix 4 – 

Public Consultation Exhibition Boards 
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Appendix 5  

Illustrative Development Framework Plan with verbal 
comments received from public annotated by Story Homes  
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Appendix 6 

Feedback form 
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