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Bare root plants '\9

Many of the bare root plants are deciduous and to give a good hedge, these are generally planted in a double staggered row so our recommendations are-

510 7 plants per metre for small plants (under 1.2m}

3 to 5 plants per metre for medium height plants (1.2m to 1.5m}

3 plants per metre for all plants (over 1.5m)

The evergreen versions of bare root {Yew, Laurel, Box and Privet) are generally planted a little less densely than the deciduous version - but a lot depends on the height the hedge is to be
eventually - the taller the hedge, the less densely you should plant

Preparation of the site

Even it you are planting small plants, you nted to prepare a substantial cleared area ready for a new hedge. We
recommend you dig aver a trench at least 3dcm {127) wide and 25cm (87) deep for small plants {plant height up to
60cm) or wider and deeper for taller plants. Make sure the soil is easily workahle. It is really impaortant to remove all
perennial weeds. Make suse there is good drainage in the trench by using a garden fork on the sides and bottom to
create trainage routes. This will also make it easier for the roots to penetrate the saoil and take hold.

Try not to plant:
= if it has been raining heavily as this makes the soil compacted and too “solid™ lor tiny new roots to grow
« when there is a very cold wind - or at least make sure the plants are out of their pots for the minimum time

I you need to improve the soil you can use well rotted garden compost,. well rotted farmyard manure, or any general
purpose compast (available everywhere). If the s0il is very wet, you could add sharp sand or lime free course grit.

All the species we sell can be planted into decent soil without the need for sl conditioners but if you wish you can
aiso add bonemeal (o the s0i! ps this promotes root growth. It is very important that the bonemeal does not come into
contact with the plant roots or stems (il is a strong fertifiser and can “burn” the ptants) so it should be mixed through
the soillcompost (just put a handful in the bottom of the planting hole and fork it through - please use a gardening
glove at all times when handling fertilisers).

We also recommend the use of the RHS approved RootGrow product, particularly for bare roots. If gives plants a boost
of the lriendly fungi they use to help them find moisture and nutrients in the soil - use ot RoptGrow dramatically
shortens the time it takes plants to establish and gives vigorous growth. Unlike bonemeal, RootGrow does need to be
in direct contact with the roots.

Planting

It the weather is suitabhle and you have time to do it prapetly, then planting bare foots immediately is ideal, but do not
be tempted to rush the job or do it in windy, wet or frosty weather. You can store them for & few days by soaking the
roots in a bucket of water for up to 2 hours and then drain and keep in an unhbeated but protected position like a garage
or shed (but not a greenhouse). Alternatively, you can “heel them in™ by planting them in a bundie, the roots covered
with loose soil which is kept moist, Plants thay have been “heeled in™ can be kept like that for a couple of weeks and
sometimes longer {depending on the weather).

Avaid planting dwing frosts or on windy or very wet days. Wind can dry out bare roots belore you can get them into
the ground and very wet weather can lead to compaction around the roots, inhihiting initial root growth. If there is even
a light wind, keep the bundle of bare roots in a sheltered place or in the packaging and just take out a few rootls at a
time, to minimise their exposure.

The trench needs to he shightly wider than the roots and the level judged carefully so that the soil level will come to the
old seil mark on the stems. Spread the roots out carefully. If you are using canes on taller plants or to pin rabbit
guards in place, take note of where to drive in the cane so that the roots will not be damaged.

Make sure the soil is firmed down well around the plant (but not compacted) so that there are no air pockets where
frost could form. Water each plant really thoraughly {approx 5 litres per plant) and you could apply a bark mulch® {see
noie overleal) around the base of rach plant (but not touching the stem) to supgress weeds, protect from frost and
retain moisture.




Aftercare
It is critical that new plants get the space to themselves so that they can obtain moisture, sutrients and light so weeds and
grass need to be kept away lrom the hedge for the first 2 or 3 years.

Anather factor that determines the Ssuccess or failure of a new plant is lack of water, even in winter when they are dormant
and particufarly in March, April and May as deciduous plants break dormancy. Drench each plant thoroughly so that the
water will get down 1o the roots. Our guide lor dry weather is to use at least § litres of water per metre of hedging twice a
week, Always walter in the avening. so that the sun does not evaporate the walter. Evergreens benefit from having their
folinge sprayed.

Frasts are another enemy of the immature hedge. If there are heavy frosts after planting, the soil can break up, so the plants
may need to be tirmed in again, Severe Irosts will cause damage to leaves - generally they will recover but weather damage
is always anisk you need to be aware of, particularly with new planis.  Larger plants generally sulfer more than smaller
plants, evergreens more than deciduous,

In wandy sites, the wind can “rock™ new plants opening up air pockets where either frost can get in or reots can be exposed
to drying winds. Firm in the plants from time to time. ideally evergreens need to be sheltered from drying winds during their
first winter and growing season. If the weather is particulaily severe or the site is subject to strong winds. it would be
sensible to put up some windbreak netting to help prevent the ptants drying out before their roots are established,

Hecdge plants are planted close together so there is competition between the roots for nutrients and the (rimming of hedges
clips away much of the plant's food-producing unit 50 an annual mufch of well rotted manure or compost or any annual feed
of a Ioliar tertiliser is helplul to maintain vigour,

In the first year after planting, plants often come into leaf or llower much later than estabtished plants. Evergreen plants (or
semi evergreens) often deloliate or the teaves Wurn yellow when transplanted.  Evergreens also have a lendency to defoliate
when they lirst experience warm, dry weather. If your plants experience any ol these, just incrense the frequency of watering
{but don't make them waterlogged) and new leaves will appear.



