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Introduction

This landscape and visual note has been produced to assess the 2025 proposed extension
to the existing Cleator Energy Storage Facility located to the north of Dalzell Street, Cleator in
Cumbria. It has been produced by Pegasus Group on behalf of Cleator Battery Storage Ltd.

This full application is being made following planning permission (4/16/2263/0F1), which was
granted approval on 27 October 2016. A subsequent NMA application under ref:
4/16/2263/0F1 to amend the existing layout was granted approval on 16" February 2017.

As part of that planning application, the following documents were produced, which are
subsequently referenced in this report, namely:

) Landscape and Visual Assessment, PDP Associates, July 2016; and

e  Soft Landscape Proposals (Drawing No. PG/CM-16-07/02C), Prospus Group Limited, 13
December 2016.

Further to this, in December 2022, an application for proposed amendments to the approved
and operational storage facility was approved under permission ref: 4/22/2335/0F1. The 2022
iteration of this report assessed the landscape and visual impacts of that change, with
drawings of relevance being the ‘Cleator Infrastructure Layout’ as produced by RES Limited
(Drawing No. 04989-RES-PRO-DR-PT-101) and the accompanying Detailed Landscape
Proposals produced by Pegasus Group: (P22-0822_EN_OQI1_A_1 Detailed Planting Plan).

However, this 2022 permission was not implemented and has now lapsed. Therefore the 2016
permission remains the extant permission. The purpose of this report is to assess whether
there are any alterations to landscape and visual judgements, when considering the effects
of the current proposals — captured in ‘'SOP_103_SITE LAYOUT Rev C’, by Switch On Ltd. -
against the previously assessed proposals from 2022, using the receptors established in the
previous 2016 Landscape and Visual Assessment (LVIA).
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2. Description of the Proposed Extension

21 The 2025 proposed extension to the established Cleator Storage Facility is shown on the
Switch On Ltd. Drawing ‘SOP_103_SITE LAYOUT_Rev C'. As with the 2022 proposed changes
identified on the ‘Cleator Infrastructure Layout’ produced by RES Limited (Drawing No.
04989-RES-PRO-DR-PT-101), the existing site is proposed to be extended to the south and
west of the existing storage equipment, which would necessitate a new fence line around the
perimeter. In addition, due to the proposed extension extending into the existing earth
bunding surrounding the site, adjustments would be required. The existing bund along the
southern edge of the site would be removed and replaced with a similar bund profile of the
same height further to the south. The existing bund to the west would be reprofiled, resulting
in its sides becoming steeper, however, without altering its height. Changes to levels and
existing bunding would necessitate removal of all existing vegetation surrounding the existing
storage facility; however, it is noted that this vegetation has not established to maturity.

2.2. To ensure continuity with the landscape proposals as implemented for the existing storage
facility, the proposed storage facility would similarly propose native woodland planting on
the bund, as well as wildflower grassland on the adjacent slopes. The proposed detailed
landscape proposals are shown on the Detailed Planting Plan (P22-0882_EN_002) contained
in Appendix 1. These landscape proposals aim to replicate the species used in the existing
scheme. The management and maintenance of this new planting over the lifetime of the
development could be subject to a suitably worded planning condition.

2.3. The proposed changes to the site in 2022 and the current proposed changes to the site are
almost identical in terms of scale, nature and position, with the equipment also not
representing fundamental changes in terms of height; therefore, the description of the
proposed extension — and accompanying landscape treatment — for both the 2022 and
2025 proposals are fundamentally identical.
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Landscape and Visual Effects

Review of Landscape and Visual Assessment, PDP Associates,
July 2016

The above report was reviewed as part of the 2022 iteration of this landscape note. Due to
the fundamental similarity between the 2022 and 2025 proposals, judgements and analyses
which follow remain broadly the same as previously assessed in 2022. Minor changes include
the removal of considerations of effects upon ‘Land allocated within Local Plan Policy ER10’
and ‘Land allocated within Local Plan Policy ENV5, DM26 Landscape of County Importance’
due to an altered planning policy context. The existing planning policy has been reviewed to
identify any additional or altered effects upon landscape and visual matters, but none have
been identified. See ‘RO02v3 Planning, Heritage and Design and Access Statement’ for more
detail on the site’s current planning context.

It is noted that the LVIA from 2016 assesses two options, however, Option 1was constructed
and therefore, any reference to Option 2 has not been referred to.

Detailed assessment criteria are set out in Section 3 of the LVIA. For ease of comparison, the
same assessment criteria has been considered in this landscape and visual note.

In Section 6 of the LVIA, a number of landscape and visual receptors are identified and
assessed accordingly. The following identical landscape and visual receptors are considered
further, as set out below:

Landscape Receptors

e Landscape receptor 1: The site and immediate surroundings.

e Landscape receptor 2: The landscape setting of Croft End House (Grade Il Listing
building).

e Landscape receptor 3: The settlement of Woodend, Cleator.
e Landscape receptor 4: Landscape character areas.

e Landscape receptor 5: Land allocated within Local Plan Policy ER10, Tourism Opportunity
Site.

e Landscape receptor 6: Land allocated within Local Plan Policy ENV5, DM26 Landscape of
County Importance.

Visual Receptors

e 1 Residents in properties with direct views across the site (Croft End House).

e  2:Residents in properties with oblique/partial views of the site (The Crossings).
e  3:Visitors/residents in Woodend, Cleator.

e 4 Travellers using Dalzell Street.
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e  6:Travellers using A5086.

e 7:Travellers using A595.

e  8:Users of public footpath 406015 to Bigrigg.

e  9.Walkers using public footpaths around Cleator Moor.
e 10.Users of the recreation site at East Cleator.

Visual Receptor 5 does not appear in the assessment tables or in the assessment text,
therefore, it is an anomaly in the LVIA.

The LVIA identified a number of landscape and visual effects for the above receptors,
however, for the purposes of this assessment, the identified effects have already taken place
and therefore, as the existing storage facility has been constructed, this is considered to be
the baseline conditions for the landscape and visual effects in this note.

Landscape Effects
Landscape receptor 1: The site and immediate surroundings.

During construction, some localised effects would occur as a result of the proposed
extension to the battery storage facility, including earth works, machinery movements and
general construction activity. The sensitivity of the site and immediate surroundings was
established in the LVIA as low. The magnitude of change during construction is considered to
be high and adverse, resulting in a temporary moderate to minor level of effect.

Once works have been completed and all earthworks in place, the proposed storage
extension would be integrated within the site and the influence upon the surrounding area
would be similar to that of the existing storage facility. Therefore, at completion, a no higher
than low magnitude of change is predicted, resulting in a minor to neutral level of effect.
Once proposed planting has established 15 years after completion, any landscape effects are
likely to be beneficial.

Landscape receptor 2: The landscape setting of Croft End House (Grade Il Listing
building).

A cross section has been provided between Croft End House and the site, to compare the
relationship of the existing and proposed storage facilities, which is included on the Detailed
Planting Plan at Appendix 1.

As for landscape receptor 1, localised effects would occur as a result of the proposed
extension to the battery storage facility, including earth works, machinery movements and
general construction activity. The sensitivity of the landscape setting of Croft End House was
established in the LVIA as medium. The magnitude of change during construction is
considered to be high and adverse, resulting in a temporary moderate level of effect.

Once works have been completed and all earthworks in place, the proposed storage
extension would be integrated within the site and the influence upon property would be
similar to that of the existing storage facility. Therefore, at completion, a no higher than low
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magnitude of change is predicted, resulting in a minor level of effect. Once proposed planting
has established 15 years after completion, any landscape effects are likely to be beneficial.

Landscape receptor 3: The settlement of Woodend, Cleator.

3.12. During construction, some localised effects would occur as a result of the proposed
extension to the battery storage facility. The magnitude of changes during construction is
deemed to be medium and adverse, which when combined with a medium sensitivity, results
in a temporary moderate to minor effect.

3.13. Once the proposed storage extension has been completed the scheme would appear similar
to that of the existing storage facility from the settlement of Woodend. Therefore, at
completion, a no higher than low magnitude of change is predicted, resulting in a minor level
of effect. Once proposed planting has established 15 years after completion, any landscape
effects are likely to be beneficial.

Landscape receptor 4: Landscape character areas.

3.14. Due to the scale of development and the uses already established on the site, the magnitude
of change to Sub Type 5d Urban Fringe as classified under the Cumbria Landscape Character
Guidance and Toolkit, March 2011, would be no greater than negligible, resulting in a neutral
level of effect.

Visual Effects

1: Residents in properties with direct views across the site (Croft End House).

3.15. A cross section has been provided between Croft End House and the site, to compare the
relationship of the existing and proposed storage facilities, which is included on the Detailed
Planting Plan at Appendix 1.

3.16. During construction, some localised visual effects would occur as a result of the proposed
extension to the battery storage facility, including earth works, machinery movements and
general construction activity within the foreground of the property. The sensitivity of Croft
End House was established in the LVIA as high. The magnitude of change during construction
is considered to be high and adverse, resulting in an inevitable temporary moderate to major
level of effect, due to the proximity of the residents within the property.

3.17. Once works have been completed and all earthworks in place, views towards the proposed
storage extension would be similar to that of the existing storage facility, albeit with planting
earth bunding closer to the property. Therefore, at completion, a no higher than low
magnitude of change is predicted, resulting in a moderate to minor level of effect. Once
proposed planting has established 15 years after completion, any landscape effects are likely
to be beneficial.

2: Residents in properties with oblique/partial views of the site (The Crossings).
3.18. Only glimpses of construction activity would be visible by these residents, however, earth
works, machinery movements and general construction activity would be glimpsed to the

north of Dalzell Street, albeit partly filtered by built form in the foreground. The sensitivity of
the viewpoint was established in the LVIA as medium. The magnitude of change during
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construction is considered to be medium and adverse, resulting in a temporary moderate to
minor level of effect.

Once the proposed battery storage facility extension has been completed, the view towards
the site, would be similar to that which already exists, therefore, no additional visual effects
are predicted over and above that set out for the existing storage facility, with potential
beneficial visual effects once the proposed planting has established.

3: Visitors/residents in Woodend, Cleator.

Only glimpses of construction activity would be visible by these residents, however, earth
works, machinery movements and general construction activity would be glimpsed, albeit
partly filtered by built form in the foreground. The sensitivity of the viewpoint was
established in the LVIA as medium. The magnitude of change during construction is
considered to be medium and adverse, resulting in a temporary moderate to minor level of
effect.

Once the proposed battery storage facility extension has been completed, the view towards
the site, would be similar to that which already exists, therefore, no additional visual effects
are predicted over and above that set out for the existing storage facility, with potential
beneficial visual effects once the proposed planting has established.

4: Travellers using Dalzell Street.

At worst, effects would mirror those as set out for visual receptor 1as the road passes the
site, however, effects would reduce noticeably when those travellers are beyond the site.

6: Travellers using A5086.

Once the proposed battery storage facility extension has been completed, the view towards
the site, would be similar to that which already exists, therefore, no additional visual effects
are predicted over and above that set out for the existing storage facility, with potential
beneficial visual effects once the proposed planting has established.

7: Travellers using A595.

There would be very limited or no views from the A595 towards the site.

8: Users of public footpath 406015 to Bigrigg.

There would be very limited or no views from the public footpath towards the site.
9.Walkers using public footpaths around Cleator Moor.

Due to the distance from the site, the proposed storage facility extension would be barely

perceptible from these public rights of way, therefore, no additional visual effects are
predicted over and above that set out for the existing storage facility.
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Conclusions

This landscape and visual note has been produced to assess the current 2025 proposed
extension to the existing Cleator Energy Storage Facility located to the north of Dalzell Street,
Cleator in Cumbiria. It has been produced by Pegasus Group on behalf of Cleator Battery
Storage Ltd. The current proposed extension is illustrated within Drawing ‘SOP_103_SITE
LAYOUT_Rev C’, by Switch On Ltd.

The report has regard to the following 2016 documents, namely the Landscape and Visual
Assessment by PDP Associates, July 2016, and Soft Landscape Proposals (Drawing No.
PG/CM-16-07/02C), Prospus Group Limited, 13 December 2016. This report also has regard
to the previous landscape and visual assessment carried out in 2022 in relation to a previous
proposed extension identified on the ‘Cleator Infrastructure Layout’ produced by RES
Limited (Drawing No. 04989-RES-PRO-DR-PT-101), which was approved but was not
implemented and the permission for which has now lapsed.

The purpose of this report has been to assess whether there are any alterations to landscape
and visual judgements, when considering the effects of the current proposals — captured in
‘SOP_103_SITE LAYOUT Rev C', by Switch On Ltd. - against the previously assessed
proposals from 2022, using the receptors already established in the previous Landscape and
Visual Assessment (LVIA) from 2016.

As with the 2022 proposed changes identified on the ‘Cleator Infrastructure Layout’
produced by RES Limited (Drawing No. 04989-RES-PRO-DR-PT-101), there would be
inevitable landscape and visual effects during construction as a result of the current
proposed battery storage facility extension; in particular to adjacent residents and those
using nearby roads. However, these adverse landscape and visual effects would be
temporary and short-term.

As previously assessed for the 2022 proposals, once the now proposed battery storage
facility extension has been completed, the landscape and visual effects would be similar to
that which already exist; therefore, no additional effects are predicted over and above that
set out for the existing storage facility. In the longer-term, with the proposed mitigation
planting (as shown in the revised Detailed Planting Plan (P22-0882_EN_002) contained in
Appendix 1) having established, there would be the potential for beneficial landscape and
visual effects. No fundamental landscape or visual difference has been identified between
the effects of the battery storage facility extension proposals from 2022 (as previously
assessed in the 2022 version of this report) and those of the current battery storage facility
extension proposals from 2025.



Appendix 1 — Detailed Planting Plan
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	2: Residents in properties with oblique/partial views of the site (The Crossings).
	3: Visitors/residents in Woodend, Cleator.
	4: Travellers using Dalzell Street.
	6: Travellers using A5086.
	7: Travellers using A595.
	8: Users of public footpath 406015 to Bigrigg.
	9.Walkers using public footpaths around Cleator Moor.
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