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10.1 There are a number of minor roads, tracks, and rights-of-way jwithin the area,

including the Cumbria Coastal Way and the Cumbria Cycle Way, wipich both @ﬁ@ﬁéﬁﬁED

through Lowca. The West Coast railway hugs the foot of the cliffs s

the windcluster site

10.2 The proposed windcluster would not directly affect any rights of way or permissive
paths in informal use, other than possible temporary impacts within the construction period.

10.3 Passengers on the West Coast railway line, which hugs the foot of the cliffs, are
unlikely to experience significant close-range views of the windcluster, and impacts on
cyclists on the Cumbria Cycle Way would be limited, particularly on its amended alignment.

10.4 In cases where the wind turbines do detract from some people‘s'enjoyment of the
coast, they would not be prominent elements in the view for very far, andthe area within
which high levels of visual impact may occur would be 1imited A

11.1 A survey of ambient noise levels was undertaken in and about the proposed wind
farm site. Automatic monitoring of noise levels was undertaken for correlation with
measurements of the wind speed.

11.2 Predictions of the hkely future noise emissions were made in accordance with
standard guidelines. A computer based programme was used for all predictive work.

11.3 The predictions show that under the prevailing south westerly wind, the maximum
excess noise level (Lag) Over the background level due to noise from the cumulative
operation of all wind turbines will not exceed 4dB at any of the locations. For the majority of
wind speeds and directions, residential properties in the locality will only experience noise
from the wind farm which is at or below the existing ambient Ievels For much of the time,
the wind farm will therefore be barely audible.

11.4 This development satisfies the criteria given in “The Assessment and Rating of Noise

from Wind Farms”, ETSU 1996 and the essentially similar conditions proposed by Copeland

Borough Council for other sites. It is concluded that no noise nuisance is likely to result from

the development of the site, and there will be no grounds for Jushf ab1e complamt A BOAD R COUNCEL
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12'1 No potential impacts on microwave or rebroadcast links have been identified14 0CT 1998

12.2 There is no predicted risk of degradatlon of TV transmission signals in the area.
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13.1 The wind turbines proposed for the Lowca site would generate approximately 16,000
megawatt hours per year. If it is assumed that this replaces the output from conventional
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@ coal fired plant, then emissions of approx:mately 16,000 tonnes of carbcl:;n-d;axlde 250
tonnes of sulphur dioxides and and 60 tonnes of nltrogen oxides would b Jvsided ND SGRDUGH C OUN{

13.2 ltis esﬂmated that the energy input requwed to manufacture and erect a wind téirbing N 1998
would be recovered from its output in approximately 6 months.

_RECEIVED

~ 14.1" The economy of West Cumbria, which generally relies on a combination of agriculture
and manufacturing industry, has experienced recent uncertainty, due largely to economic
depression, and to reforms in the European Community's Common Agricultural Policy. In
order to counter this, the local planning authority seeks to encourage diversification and
growth of the local economy.

14.2 The development of the Lowca w:ndc!uster would be consistent with this policy, and
would result in a number of socio-economic effects on the local economy which would be
largely beneficial. These include:

e Enhanced agricultural viability of Park House Farm through rental income from the
windcluster.

¢ Local employment in both the construction of the windcluster, and in its subseque'nt
maintenance, which would be to the value of approximately £600,000.

¢ Income to the local authority through liability for rates. '

« Benefits of the windcluster as an educational resource for local schools.
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15.1 The construction of the windcluster would be completed within a period of
approximately 28 weeks

15.2 Noise during construction would be reduced as far as possible through the use of
standard acoustic shielding on compressors etc and furlher measures are unlikely to be
required. :

15.3 Construction traffic would be routed away from Lowca village. -

15.4 All drains disrupted by construction works would be diverted, or temporanly

maintained prior to reinstatement after completion of the construction JOTKS: LM!tlgatIO;f?E)O h ‘:-;;—--

impact on acidic grassland would be achieved by appropriate working metigds = H CouUNC,,
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'16.1 The Lowca windcluster would be expected to have an ca;;meralt:t::nalLln‘ec;f_‘____~_‘=.=\|_;;uﬁ[“‘(%5'(E Fhatei é
20 years. After this time, the development would be de-commissioned in order to rettrn*the :
site to its former use as grazing land. All such decommissioning work would be the '

-responsibility of the developer.
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