
M A R T I N    C U T H E L L  

A      R      C      H      I      T      E      C      T      U      R      A      L                S      E      R      V      I      C      E      S 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MARTIN CUTHELL LIMITED.    COMPANY No. 4660780 
Whitestones   l   Portinscale   l   Keswick   l   Cumbria   l   CA12 5RW 

T. 07887 841059     martincuthell@aol.com 
Page 1 of 6 

PLANNING STATEMENT 

DATE : 05 March 2023   

PROJECT :   

Proposed wind turbine, land at rear of Grindal House, St. Bees 
 
Statement 
 
This proposal follows on from the approval for the change of use of Grindal House from a 
school boarding house to an apart hotel. The works to carry out the conversion have started 
and are due to be complete towards the end of 2023. 
 
This proposal is for a 20KW wind turbine which will generate electricity for direct use in the 
hotel with storage facility in peak generation times by TESLA batteries which will be houses 
in the rear of the building. 
 
Given the cost of energy and the uncertain future costs it is essential that the business 
explores alternative energy to ensure it can remain viable in perpetuity and ensure the 
important building at the centre of St.Bees continues to have a viable end use. Since the 
agreement was made to purchase the building energy costs have doubled over what was 
predicted and given that the building is listed has single glazing and poor levels of insulation 
it is essential that any possibilities for self-generated energy are maximised. 
 
The investment into the turbine and battery system is considerable but given the hike in 
electricity costs the potential return period on the investment has improved considerably. 
 
The proposal is to position the turbine at the far end of the recreation field (which is 
currently used by a local farmer for grazing). The turbine would be pole mounted and face 
down the field to make best use of wind movement up the valley. The turbine will be 
enclosed by a security fence for safety reasons and also to prevent unauthorised access. An 
image of the type of fencing is inserted in this document. 
 
The turbine is situated outside of the conservation area boundary and away from the main 
curtilage of the listed building so does not require a heritage statement. 
 
For full details of the turbine see the following data sheets and the submitted Turbine 
drawing. 
 
Access to the turbine will be across the existing field, there are no plans to make a formal 
track. 
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Above: security fence type to enclosure 


