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Church Road, Distington  RT-MME-151607 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd. Page 33 

Common Amphibians 
Common frogs, common toad, smooth newt and palmate newt are protected in Britain under Schedule 5 of 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981, as amended) with respect to sale only. They are also listed under 
Annex III of the Bern Convention 1979.  Any exploitation of wild fauna specified in Appendix III shall be 
regulated in order to keep the populations out of danger.  The convention seeks to prohibit the use of all 
indiscriminate means of capture and killing and the use of all means capable of causing local disappearance 
of, or serious disturbance to, populations of a species. 
 
Common toad is listed as a Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England. Common 
toad is included on the Cumbria Local BAP. 
 
Reptiles 
All of the UK’s native reptiles are protected by law. The two rarest species – sand lizard (Lacerta agilis) and 
smooth snake (Coronella austriaca) – benefit from the greatest protection; however these two species are 
not known to occur within Cumbria. Common lizard (Zootoca vivipara), slow-worm (Anguis fragilis), adder 
(Vipera berus) and grass snake (Natrix natrix) are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as 
amended from intentional killing or injuring. 
 
In England and Wales, this Act has been amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW), 
which adds an extra offence, makes species offences arrestable, increases the time limits for some 
prosecutions and increases penalties. The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 
places a duty on Government Departments to have regard for the conservation of biodiversity and maintains 
lists of species and habitats which are of principal importance for the purposes of conserving biodiversity in 
England and Wales.  All native reptile species are included on these lists. 
 
This is a simplified description of the legislation. In particular, the offences mentioned here may be absolute, 
intentional, deliberate or reckless. Note that where it is predictable that reptiles are likely to be killed or 
injured by activities such as site clearance, this could legally constitute intentional killing or injuring. 
 



©
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 o
f H

al
sa

ll 
Ll

oy
d 

Pa
rt

ne
rs

hi
p

28
08

   
I  

 D
&

A 
 I 

  M
AR

 2
0 

  I
   

BH
/A

R/
JM

   
 I 

 A
PP

5:
2 

EX
IS

TI
N

G
 V

IE
W

S 
FR

O
M

 O
U

TS
ID

E 
SI

TE



©
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 o
f H

al
sa

ll 
Ll

oy
d 

Pa
rt

ne
rs

hi
p

28
08

   
I  

 D
&

A 
 I 

  M
AR

 2
0 

  I
   

BH
/A

R/
JM

   
 I 

 A
PP

5:
3 

PR
O

PO
SE

D
 V

IE
W

S 
FR

O
M

 O
U

TS
ID

E 
SI

TE



©
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 o
f H

al
sa

ll 
Ll

oy
d 

Pa
rt

ne
rs

hi
p

28
08

   
I  

 D
&

A 
 I 

  M
AR

 2
0 

  I
   

BH
/A

R/
JM

   
 I 

 A
PP

5:
4 

VI
EW

S 
FR

O
M

 O
U

TS
ID

E 
SI

TE



©
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 o
f H

al
sa

ll 
Ll

oy
d 

Pa
rt

ne
rs

hi
p

28
08

   
I  

 D
&

A 
 I 

  M
AR

 2
0 

  I
   

BH
/A

R/
JM

   
 I 

 A
PP

5:
5 

VI
EW

S 
FR

O
M

 O
U

TS
ID

E 
SI

TE

Im
ag

e 
10

 - 
Ex

is
tin

g 
Ba

rf
s 

Ro
ad

Im
ag

e 
9 

- E
xi

st
in

g 
Ce

nt
ra

l A
ve

nu
e

Im
ag

e 
10

 - 
Pr

op
os

ed
 B

ar
fs

 R
oa

d

Im
ag

e 
9 

- P
ro

po
se

d 
Ce

nt
ra

l A
ve

nu
e



©
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 o
f H

al
sa

ll 
Ll

oy
d 

Pa
rt

ne
rs

hi
p

28
08

   
I  

 D
&

A 
 I 

  M
AR

 2
0 

  I
   

BH
/A

R/
JM

   
 I 

 A
PP

5:
6 

SI
TE

 V
IE

W
 A

SS
ES

SM
EN

T

21 3 4
5

6

1

23

4

5
6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

D
is

tin
gt

on
 in

 fa
r d

is
ta

nc
e

Si
te

 h
id

de
n 

ro
ad

 ri
se

s 
as

 
yo

u 
ac

ce
ss

 M
ai

n 
St

 in
to

 
D

is
tin

gt
on

M
in

im
al

 ro
of

 to
p 

vi
ew

s 
po

ss
ib

le
M

in
im

al
 ro

of
 to

p 
vi

ew
s 

po
ss

ib
le

Ap
pr

ox
 p

os
iti

on
 o

f s
ite N
o 

vi
ew

 o
f s

ite



© Copyright of Halsall Lloyd Partnership

2808   I   D&A  I   MAR 20   I   BH/AR/JM    I  APP5:7 

BACK TO CONTENTS

SITE VIEW ASSESSMENT

8

7

9

10

13

12

11
No views from bypass 
due to embankment

No views of site along 
Church Road

No views of site at junction 
of Main Street/Church Road

No views of site  
from Main Street as it rises 
up into Distington Centre

No views of site hidden by 
trees as you enter from 

southernly direction

No view of site

No view of site
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