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Reference: 4/24/2381/TPO
Location: LAND ADJACENT TO B5294, RHEDA PARK, FRIZINGTON
Officer: Nick Hayhurst

Date: 17 December 2024

CONSULTANTS REPORT

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL

SPECIES PROPOSED WORKS
Removal of Ash trees (with less than 50% crown coverage) protected by
a Tree Preservation Order.

APPLICANT’S REASON

‘The local Highways Authority have identified that the Ash trees in area are in a poor
condition adjacent to the roadside. They have therefore requested that all Ash trees with
less than 50% crown coverage are to be removed, and request that this is undertaken
within the next 3 Months.’

Ash trees

DISCUSSION

The roadside Ash trees are mainly in the early-mature to mature age classes. Their
vitality ranges from normal vitality through to mid- and severe decline.

The trees in this application have statutory protection as woodland W2 in Tree
Preservation Order (TPO) 23 (1952).

Our TEMPO assessment below indicates the roadside woodland area definitely
merits a TPO due to the visual amenity it provides to the local and wider area.

The work specification detailed in the application is ambiguous and open to
interpretation, and does not follow current best practice guidance and the British
Standard — BS 3998 (2010) Tree Work — Recommendations.

Excessive tree removal could significantly erode the woodland group and reduce its
visual amenity value.

The Government’s current guidance for TPO applications (tposguide.pdf
(publishing.service.gov.uk)) states: ‘It is vitally important that the application sets out
clearly what work is proposed.” The following section states ‘If the LPA receive a
vague application they are advised to refer back to the applicant and seek
clarification. If they grant consent to an application which is open to several
interpretations the LPA may find it difficult to take enforcement action in cases where
the work falls within one of those interpretations, even though the LPA believe the
work exceeds that for which they intended to grant consent. Any clarification of an
application should be confirmed in writing, either by modifying the original application
or withdrawing it and submitting a new one.’
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RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend asking the applicant to clarify their work specification. By marking
(spray paint spot) those trees that require removal will quantify the number of trees to
be removed and allow others to easily find the trees.

We also recommend the applicant provides a specification for some replacement
planting of appropriate tree species. This should ensure that the woodland feature
remains for future generations.
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