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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE HUB 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 Cumberland Council (CC) has had outline planning permission granted in September 2023 for the 
Hub site (herein referred to as the ‘site’) located to the northeast of the Leconfield Industrial Estate, 
Cleator Moor.   The purpose of the development is to redevelop a site on the Leconfield Industrial 
Estate which has fallen into disuse and provide employment opportunities. The proposed 
description of the Hub development is as follows. 

" The erection of mixed-use hub building (up to 4,000 square meters in floorspace) for 
various uses with associated access, car parking, landscaping and road connection to the 
west and an access path to cycle C2C route to the north- east "  

1.1.2 Tetra Tech has been commissioned by Cumberland Council (CC) to produce a Construction 
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) which will detail actions prior to vegetation clearance 
and describe environmental mitigation measures that need to be undertaken during the 
construction phase of the project and appropriate timing for works.  

1.1.3 This CEMP will discuss the following matters covered in Section 2 to 12: 

• Principal contactor’s roles and responsibilities; 

• Construction working hours; 

• Construction compound and vehicle details (including loading and unloading of plant and 
materials, machinery and materials storage);  

• Transport and traffic management (includes heavy vehicle routing and timing as well as 
parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors); 

• Cleanliness of public highways and wheel washing facilities; 

• Control of dust and fume emissions (including pollutants such as cement; 

• Control and management of noise and vibration; 

• Control of contamination and material stockpile (including fuel and surface water runoff);  

• Chemical storage and water pollution prevention;  

• Control of waste; 

• Protection of biodiversity (and biosecurity measures); 

• Archaeology and heritage; and 

• Control of lighting. 

 

 



Leconfield ‘The Hub’ 
CEMP 

   784-B071329 
GP-TEM-006-05 

1.2 REVIEW AND UPDATES OF THE CEMP 

1.2.1 This document is a live document that will be kept on site for compliance. It will also be constantly 
reviewed by the Principal Contractor (i.e., every 6 months as a minimum) and updated following 
significant changes to the works, the working environment and/or as a result of an environmental 
incident. 

1.2.2 This document has been produced in accordance with the mitigation measures recommended in 
the reports undertaken to date, and these should be followed, as applicable. 

1.3 SITE DESCRIPTION 

1.3.1 The site is located in Cleator Moor, West Cumbria, CA25 5QB and lies to the west of the UNESCO 
World Heritage site of the Lake District National Park and south east of the  town of Whitehaven.  

1.3.2 The site is located within the boundary of the Leconfield Industrial Estate which is part of the 
Cleator Moor Innovation Quarter (CMIQ). The Site covers an approximate area of 1.83 hectares (ha), 
and comprises hard standing (including an old building slab that has been tenanted out), 
unimproved neutral grassland, semi-improved neutral grassland, marshy grassland, tall ruderal 
and broadleaved semi-natural and plantation woodland. The land adjacent to the site consists of 
marshy grassland, amenity grassland, dense / continuous scrub, standing water and various 
buildings of the industrial estate with associated hardstanding. 

1.3.3 The proposed Site layout, post development, is shown in Figure 1.1 below. 

1.3.4 The site is accessed via the B5295 ‘Leconfield Street’ at its southern boundary and is bounded by: 

• Buildings (including industrial uses and a nursery and preschool) to the south and west; 

• Nor Bek watercourse, a bridleway and trees to the north; and  

• Coast to coast path and woodland area to the east.  

1.3.5 The wider area is characterised by a mix of residential uses (to the east, west and south), retail and 
leisure uses (to the south-east) and agricultural fields under arable production (to the north). 
There is a bridleway and small watercourse called Nor Beck located to the north of the site which 
has the potential for surface water flooding. It should however be noted there have been no 
incidents of historical flooding on the Leconfield Industrial Estate. 

1.3.1 This CEMP relates only to the Hub site, located in the northeastern corner of the Leconfield 
Industrial Estate. Other details regarding particular environmental sensitivities of the site are 
described in the baseline of later sections of this report.  
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Figure 1.1. Redline boundary of the Hub site 

 

 

1.3.2 The proposed development, the Hub, involves the erection of a mixed- use building along 
with car parking facilities, landscaping and engineering works within the Leconfield 
Industrial Estate. No demolition of any buildings will be required.  

1.3.3 The building uses include: 

• Research and development; 

• Light industrial; 

• Ancillary food/beverage; 

• Education and community facility  

1.3.4 Construction works will consist of the following activities: 

• Enabling works (disconnection of utilities); 

• Fencing installation and hoarding to the perimeter boundary; 

• Demolition of existing RC slabs; 

• Excavation & Reinstating Pilecaps; 
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• Piling; 

• Foundations; 

• Superstructure and roof; and 

• Internal Fit Out. 

1.3.5 The construction programme of works is based on a 60 week duration with handover 
taking place during January 2026 for building occupation. Works will commence with 
foundations and large earth movements for the new building starting in April 2025. 

1.3.6 The existing access from Leconfield Street (B5295) will continue to be used. The access 
road through the industrial estate is a circa 7.5m wide carriageway with 2.0m footways on 
both sides providing sufficient access for pedestrians and vehicles alike. 

2.0 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

2.1 KEY CONTACTS 

2.1.1 This CEMP will form part of the contract between the Client (Cumberland Council) and 
Principal Contractor (Morgan Sindall), with obligations for the Principal Contractor to 
comply with the implementation regime. The Client is responsible for monitoring the 
environmental impact of the Principal Contractor’s site activities, subsequently reviewing 
their performance with respect to the CEMP to ensure its objectives are being achieved.  A 
copy of this CEMP will be provided to all sub-contractors such that they will also 
implement the mitigation procedures detailed herein; it will remain the responsibility of 
the Principal Contractor to ensure that sub-contractors comply with this plan.   

2.1.2 The following are the key contacts for the development works:  

• Client: Cumberland Council    

• Principal Contractor: Morgan Sindall 

• Site Manager: Morgan Sindall (TBC). 

2.2 GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Client - Cumberland Council (CC) 

2.2.1 CC is ultimately responsible for the content and implementation of this CEMP, however 
Copeland Borough Council (CBC) will play an active role in ensuring compliance with the 
CEMP and ensuring all project staff comply with the requirements of the CEMP.  

2.2.2 CC and CBC will ensure that all contractors, including sub- contractors, in connection with 
the development acknowledge this CEMP and adhere to the requirements set out in it, 
including any revisions of this document after compiling the contract. 
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2.2.3 CC together with the Principal Contractor will agree responsibilities for nominating a 
biodiversity champion and Ecological Clerks of Work (ECoW). 

Principal Contractor – Morgan Sindall 

2.2.4 The Principal Contractor appointed by CC will be responsible for ensuring that the 
construction activities comply with the requirements of the CEMP and for coordinating 
and managing the environmental obligations on a day-to-day basis. Principal Contractor 
responsibilities include: 

• Providing a detailed plan for managing the requirements of the CEMP prior to work 
commencing;  

• Periodically reviewing and as necessary updating arrangements for delivering the 
CEMP; 

• Adhering to the relevant provisions made within this document as well as the 
Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAM) Report (refer to Appendix 1) which details 
actions required prior to vegetation clearance/habitat removal and appropriate 
timings for works;  

• Communicating the requirements of the CEMP to any sub-contractors; 

• Liaising with all project team members on environmental issues; 

• Nominating a Biodiversity Champion who will have a regular site presence (this will 
be done in conjunction with the Cumberland Council). The Biodiversity Champion 
does not need to be an ecologist but should be familiar with recommendations 
detailed in the RAM’s Report and have sufficient authority and presence on site to 
influence site activities during construction works; 

• Maintaining an up-to-date register of legislation and meeting legislative 
requirements; 

• Maintaining a register of actions carried out;  

• Liaising with the Biodiversity Champion, and/or if necessary, the EcoW, regarding any 
uncertainties or activities that may impact on ecological features on site; and 

• Liaison with the General Public and being a main point of contact in relation to 
environmental issues and liaison officer with the Environment Agency and other 
relevant statutory bodies. 

 

Site Manager- TBC 

2.2.5 The Site Manager, an employee of Morgan Sindall, the Principal Contractor, will be 
responsible for the day-to-day management of Health and Safety, Environmental and 
Quality performance during the construction of the Proposed Development. The Site 
Manager is the main point of contact regarding the CEMP matters. This role includes 
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inducting site personnel on the requirements of the CEMP and making staff aware of it 
prior to commencing any work on site.  

2.2.6 It will be a requirement that the Site Manager conforms to ISO14001 and will also be 
responsible for implementing and maintaining the CEMP and monitoring the performance 
of sub-contractors. This will include participating in communication with CC, CBC and 
other third parties as required. The Site Manager will also be responsible for ensuring that 
all staff on site receive the necessary health and safety and environmental induction prior 
to starting work on site.  

Sub-contractors (TBC, awaiting appointment) 

2.2.7 All contractors are responsible for leading the work of their particular discipline on the 
project. They are responsible for ensuring that the requirements of the CEMP are 
communicated to all site workers. 

2.2.8 A senior manager of the site staff will be made the main point of contact regarding the 
CEMP matters and will report all incidents immediately to the Site Manager. This role 
includes inducting site personnel on the requirements of the CEMP and making staff aware 
of it prior to commencing any work on site. 

 

Ecological Clerks of Works (Tetra Tech) 

2.2.9 An Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) appointed by the contractor to be responsible for 
overseeing on-site ecological mitigation and ensuring measures outlined in the RAM’s 
Report are implemented and monitored for their effectiveness.  

2.2.10 The ECoW will be a qualified ecologist and a Member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology 
and Environmental Management (CIEEM). The ECoW will advise and assist the Contractor 
in avoiding, minimising and mitigating adverse ecological effects.  The Contractor will 
consult with the ECoW prior to undertaking specific works as detailed below and will 
consider advice by the ECoWs at all times. 

2.2.11 An Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) will:  

• conduct a site walkover with the Biodiversity Champion at the beginning of the 
project to point out features and points of interest. 

• oversee the Site and make regular and necessary checks to ensure that no new 
constraints are present and that the protocol is being followed. 

• undertake a nesting bird check in advance of any works that could impact an 
active nest. If a nesting bird is identified, suitable working methods will be advised 
and implemented. 

2.2.12 The ECoW will supervise the translocation of the grassland section which contains 
cinnabar moth & dingy skipper and species-rich grassland sward prior to site clearance. 
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2.2.13 In the unlikely event that a protected species is found which has not been identified 
previously on Site, the Principal Contractor’s Site Manager will contact the Project 
Ecologist for advice, and all works in that area would cease. The Principal Contractor Site 
Manager will then await further instruction from the ecologist before proceeding with any 
works. 

Biodiversity Champion (TBC, awaiting appointment) 

2.2.14 The Biodiversity Champion will meet with ECoW to discuss RAM’s Report prior to 
construction works commencing. 

2.2.15 The Biodiversity Champion will provide advice to the construction teams on all pertinent 
ecological issues as highlighted in the RAM’s report and check that the ecological 
protection and mitigation measures outlined in this report are correctly implemented. 

2.2.16 General responsibilities of the Biodiversity Champion during the Construction Phase 
include: 

• Overseeing that all site contractors know to report any ecological issues to 
them; 

• Check and document that an overview of the site’s ecological constraints are 
included within the contractor inductions as appropriate; 

• Undertaking weekly checks of the retained habitats, which in this case is the 
woodland on the eastern boundary of the site; 

• Organising repairs where necessary; 

• Supervising and monitoring the implementation and habitat creation 
measures as set out in this document; 

• Contacting an ecologist with uncertainties about ecological issues surrounding 
the development;  

• As site preparation works are scheduled during the nesting bird season (March-
September inclusive; 

• Advising appropriate security lighting is used on site at all times; 

• Ensuring the lighting strategy for the site is implemented as outlined in this 
document; and 

• Advising that contractors are aware of and are able to recognise the invasive 
species present on site and implementing appropriate biosecurity measures 
(such as ensuring boots and tools of workers are cleaned and wash downed 
when entering and/ or leaving the area, ensuring invasive plants removed are 
replaced with native species to prevent re-invasion). 
 



Leconfield ‘The Hub’ 
CEMP 

15 
tetratecheurope.com 

2.3 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & COMPLAINT MANAGEMENT 

2.3.1 Effective communication with people who may be affected by the project is important to 
show good neighbourhood relations during the course of the project. The maintenance of 
good relations, effective communication and implementation of strategies to reduce 
disruption will form an important aspect of the successful management of this project. 

2.3.2 The following action and complaint management procedures will be implemented:  

• Site information and contact details (i.e. contact name for project manager, site 
manager and community liaison contact number) will be provided at the site 
entrance and around the site boundaries so that the general public can be informed 
about the project and report any concern to the site manager via email or by phone.  

• Site working hours will be notified and updated via newsletter. 

• Effective communication strategies and updates on upcoming work and activities 
will be provided through a newsletter and a noticeboard located at the site entrance. 

• If a site-based comment/complaint is received, then it is the responsibility of the Site 
Manager to provide an initial response. In case of emergencies, the response by the 
Site Manager to the emergency will be immediate;  

• In other cases, the response to the complaint will be as soon as practical via the 
Principal Contractor (or their appointed relations consultant, if applicable); and,  

• If the complaint is not resolved to the satisfaction of the complainant, then it will be 
escalated to an appropriate individual within the Principal Contractor’s management 
team. 

2.4 TRAINING, AWARENESS, COMPETENCE AND COMMUNICATION 

2.4.1 Training, awareness, competence and communication are an essential component of 
environmental management on construction sites.  

2.4.2 The Contractor is to develop a Safety Management Plan prior to commencing on site 
covering details of site inductions, toolbox talks and wider training.  

2.4.3 The training procedure shall be developed by the Principal Contractor at subsequent 
stages. It is expected that this will address:  

• Mandated site induction training for all employees to support CEMP implementation;  

• Specialist environmental training including training and awareness on the 
emergency procedures and processes; and, 

• Toolbox talks. 

2.5 ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITING 
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2.5.1 Environmental Auditing of the construction works should be undertaken by the Principal 
Contractor, or their nominated consultant. This role should be used to:  

• Determine conformance with the CEMP (this document);  

• Ensure the CEMP is properly implemented and maintained; and,  

• Monitoring the extent to which the requirements defined in project consents, 
management plans and environmental procedures have been met and providing 
direction as necessary.  

2.5.2 Internal audits will be undertaken every three months. These audits will focus on site and 
task specific activities such as erosion and sediment controls, refuelling procedures and 
high-risk construction activities to ensure all controls and methodologies are being 
implemented as required.  

2.5.3 The Principal Contractor will be responsible for ensuring that all non-conformances 
identified in an audit are closed out in a timely fashion as per the auditors’ 
recommendations.  

2.5.4 Results of the audits will be reported back to the Project team through a variety of 
mechanisms including site toolbox meetings and construction meetings. 

2.6 PROCEDURE FOR MANAGEMENT, EMERGENCY AND INCIDENT 
REPORTING 

2.6.1 The Principal Contractor shall have procedures in place to deal with incidents involving 
environmental issues relating to site works.  

2.6.2 All environmental incidents and complaints, where they are directed to the appointed 
Principal Contractor shall be recorded and reported to Site Manager as soon as practicable 
and at least within 24 hours after the incident occurring. However, the investigation 
process would take longer than 24 hours.  In the case of serious incidents this timescale is 
reduced to no longer than an hour and if appropriate, reported to the Environment Agency 
(EA). 

2.6.3 Environmental incidents shall be reported to the EA and the Statutory Authorities as 
required by EA Guidelines. The following should be included: 

• Name, job title and contact telephone number of the manager/person reporting;  

• Operational Depot/Business Department/Directorate;  

• The name of the operative or member of public involved in the accident or incident;  

• Employee status: direct labour or contract labour;  

• Operative job title and the type of work activity being undertaken at the time of the 
incident;  

• The relevant Manager/First Line Report;  
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• The date and time of when the incident occurred;  

• A brief factual description of what happened (do not speculate or make 
assumptions). For security related incidents, this should include any items stolen 
(with an estimate of the cost), crime reference numbers and police details; and,  

• Details of actions already taken to safeguard individuals and the public. 

2.6.4 A follow-up report should also be produced providing details of all relevant information 
and outlining any required corrective and preventative actions that must be taken in line 
with the relevant procedures. 

2.6.5 This document should be held on record by the Principal Contractor until the project is 
completed. 

3.0 CONSTRUCTION WORKING HOURS 

3.1 RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1.1 The working hours for all construction activities, where reasonably practical, will be 
limited to the following times (excluding public holidays), unless otherwise agreed in 
writing by CC:  

• Monday to Friday: 7:30 to 17:30;  

• Saturdays & Sundays by exception 7:30 to 13:00, No working on Bank Holidays.  

3.1.2 These hours will be followed unless otherwise agreed in writing by CC. Outside the above 
periods the following working is permitted:  

• Emergency works; and,  

• Certain tasks may be carried out outside of regular hours, including the completion 
of concrete slabs and diversion routes work. In certain cases, noise levels may be 
audible outside of the site boundary and working area.  

3.1.3 There may be exceptions to the above hours of working whereby construction operations 
outside of these hours may be agreed. In such circumstances the CEMP will need to 
highlight the process to be adopted to obtain the necessary agreement with CC and/or 
CBC in advance of the works being undertaken. 

3.1.4 To minimise disturbance to local residents and nocturnal species, night-time working 
should be avoided wherever possible and if necessary, carried out in a manner that 
minimises noise and vibration at all times. Light spill should also be minimised and 
directed away from residential areas and/or boundary vegetation. 

3.1.5 Where night time work is required close to receptors, prior warning will be given. 

3.2 TIMING OF THE WORKS 
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3.2.1 The construction programme will be confirmed by the respective Principal Contractor. 
This will include the timing and duration of key construction activities and controlling the 
delivery of materials and equipment in line with the construction programme to ensure 
residential amenity is protected.  
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4.0 CONSTRUCTION COMPOUND AND VEHICLE DETAILS 

4.1 BASELINE 

4.1.1 The access arrangements for site traffic will be via the main entrance off Leconfield Street.  

4.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

4.2.1 The construction works need to adhere to the following legislation and guidance:  

• Construction Industry Reform Manual 20251; 

• The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) guidance 20092;  

• The safe use of vehicles on construction sites, HSE 20093; and 

•  Directive 98/69/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council4. 

4.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Construction Compound 

4.3.1 Morgan Sindall has been appointed to undertake the construction works, and has 
provided details of the construction works (refer to section 1.43) and programme of works 
(over a 60 week duration), which are outlined below.  

4.3.2 The construction site is shown in Figure 4.1. 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/hmrc-internal-manuals/construction-industry-scheme-reform 
2 https://books.hse.gov.uk/gempdf/hsg151.pdf 
3 https://books.hse.gov.uk/gempdf/hsg144.pdf 
4 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/1998/69/oj/eng 

https://www.gov.uk/hmrc-internal-manuals/construction-industry-scheme-reform
https://books.hse.gov.uk/gempdf/hsg151.pdf
https://books.hse.gov.uk/gempdf/hsg144.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/1998/69/oj/eng
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Figure 4.1 Construction Site showing area of woodland retention, access and welfare 
facilities 

4.3.3 The site compound will be based away from the site (but within the Leconfield Industrial 
Estate) and will include a site modular cabin/office, welfare facilities, parking, and material 
storage facilities. The compound will be located between Units 9 and 12 situated to the 
southwest of the site. The construction compound location has been agreed with the local 
authority and will be enclosed by a 2.4m secure fence and have restricted access. 

4.3.4 The location of construction staff and visitor parking will be located close to the 
construction site area, and remote from the site access and close to occupied buildings on 
the Leconfield Industrial Estate. Measures identified below should be implemented to help 
prevent and minimise disruption to the existing operations as far as practicable.  

4.3.5 The Principal Contractor will need to ensure the following: 

• Appropriate procedures for the safe marshalling of vehicles accessing and egressing 
the site are implemented as well as vehicle operations within the site boundary (refer 
to section 6, 7 and 8 for further details).  

• Display warning signs where construction vehicles will be manoeuvring.  

• Train traffic marshals and banksmen appropriately in safe traffic management and 
control techniques to be used to control vehicles manoeuvring on site.  

 

4.3.6 The following measures will be applied: 

• All office and welfare buildings will be located within the secure compound. 
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• Both the site compound and maintenance compound will be set within a secure 
compound and have restricted access. 

• The site will be fenced and a solid barrier/hoarding provided as early as is practicable 
in the construction process to reduce the visual intrusion into the site, noise effects 
from the construction works to nearest receptors (i.e. occupied buildings and 
existing tenants) and restrict access into the site. Heras fencing will be used for 
internal pedestrian routes and welfare areas. 

• All fencing and hoarding will be kept well maintained throughout the construction 
phase and any damage repaired immediately. 

• Temporary signage will be provided at the site boundary and/or site entrance 
providing information of the works and timings. It will include health and safety 
information (e.g., construction access point and transport routes, etc), contact 
details of the contractor and a telephone helpline number (for 
comments/complaints). 

• Adequate lighting will be installed near the site boundary (refer to section 14 for 
specific details concerning control of lighting). 

Deliveries 

4.3.7 A designated area will be situated within the compound for the specific loading and 
unloading of materials and plant to minimise any congestion.  Where possible these 
loading/unloading activities shall be located away from sensitive receptors including any 
occupied buildings on the Leconfield Industrial Estate and shielded, where practicable. 

4.3.8 Contractors will seek to ensure that all road vehicles comply with the requirements of Euro 
V emission standards (98/69/EC) as a minimum, unless otherwise agreed with the local 
authority. 

4.3.9 No construction traffic or delivery vehicles will be permitted to park or reverse onto public 
roads (e.g. Leconfield Street) for loading or unloading purposes and/or to reverse on site 
without a traffic marshal being present to control the operation. 

4.3.10 Wherever possible delivery vehicles will avoid ‘peak public traffic hours’ (that is, between 
8 and 9am; and 5 to 6pm) to reduce traffic congestion and nuisance to the existing road 
and highway network. All site deliveries will be carefully managed and timing of deliveries 
will be controlled and enforced using a delivery booking system to avoid simultaneous 
arrivals and/or departures. The delivery booking system will be produced and operated by 
the Contactor's site traffic manager, with a view to managing the following: 

• Queuing of construction vehicles outside of the site;  

• Deliveries failing to arrive;  

• Delivery inefficiencies (wherever practicable reduce the number of movements such 
as delivering a single full load instead of two half loads);  
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• Providing greater control on the type of vehicles used wherever possible in order to 
improve sustainability;  

• Preventing vehicles from arriving early on the off chance that they can be unloaded 
early; 

• Spreading loads as evenly as possible to make the vehicle stable and verify that loads 
have not shifted during transit and are not likely to move or fall when restraints are 
removed; 

• Providing an area free of overhead cables, structures and other obstructions, as well 
as a firm level ground to loading and unloading purposes; and,  

• Making appropriate banksmen and personnel available to facilitate all deliveries 
made to site.  

4.3.11 With the above in mind, the delivery booking system will contribute towards mitigating 
any negative potential transport related implications. 

Safety 

4.3.12 The staff shall adhere to the following procedures to ensure safety on site and during the 
construction works: 

• Personal vehicles may only be parked in designated areas; 

• All construction workers must use suitable Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
whilst on site; and, 

• The use of mobile phones and electronic devices will be limited. 
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5.0 VEHICLE ACCESS AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

5.1 BASELINE 

5.1.1 The site is located in the northeast corner of the Leconfield Industrial Estate just north of 
the B5295 ‘Leconfield Street’ from which the site will be accessed. There are no footpaths 
or PRoW within the site, however, there is a shared cycle and pedestrian access route 
running east west south of the site that links to an existing coast to coast path (and 
National Cycle Route 71) to the east boundary of the site. There are existing bus services 
which operate along Leconfield Street to the south of the site. These services provide 
routes between Whitehaven and Workington. 

5.1.2 In the vicinity of the development, the roads are subject to a 30mph speed limit and are 
street lit. 

5.1.3 An air quality assessment of the site was conducted in February 2022 detailing the impact 
associated with construction road traffic (refer to Appendix 2).  

5.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

5.2.1 The construction works need to adhere to the following legislation and guidance:  

• Traffic Management Act 20045; and 

• The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) guidance 20092. 

5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.3.1 A Traffic Management Plan will be prepared for the construction works at the site detailing 
the access and routing strategy for construction vehicles arriving and exiting the site. Site 
access will be via the B5295 ‘Leconfield Street’ located to the south of the site and the 
preferred routing strategy will be outlined in the Traffic Management plan. 

5.3.2 The routing strategy will consider the location of sensitive receptors (including occupied 
buildings within the wider Leconfield Industrial Estate). The traffic management plan will 
consider and follow the relevant legislation and policy guidance and outline mitigation 
measures to avoid traffic congestion and nuisance to the surrounding area. 

5.3.3 All suppliers and contractors working on site will be made aware of traffic routes to follow 
and this will form part of their contracts/purchase orders. 

5.3.4 In order to ensure construction vehicles do not conflict with other vehicles attending the 
site, the Contractor will erect any necessary barriers to demarcate the site and install any 
necessary traffic management. The contractor will ensure that no staff, suppliers and sub-

 
5 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/18/contents 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/18/contents
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contractors obstruct other site users, block roads or pavements at any time or in any way 
hinder other site users.  

5.3.5 Temporary signage will be installed on the road network/s and site entrance with routing 
clearly signed prior to any works being undertaken on site to ensure that all construction 
vehicles and staff follow the correct route/s to site.  

5.3.6 Traffic marshals will be in place as required during the construction period and at delivery 
locations within the site. The use of traffic marshals will ensure that:  

• Vehicle manoeuvres into and out of the site are undertaken assisted, safely and are 
monitored;  

• All loading/unloading is undertaken within the site;  

• Vehicles, wherever possible, do not stop at inappropriate locations on road networks 
causing disruption to traffic and local residents; and, 

• All traffic marshals will be qualified personnel.  

5.3.7 Should any changes to the scheme as set out above be required, changes will need to be 
submitted and agreed with the local authority and (if appropriate) National Highways. 

5.3.8 The Contractor will operate a traffic management system across the site, which will be 
relayed to all personnel during the mandatory site induction. The Contractor will be 
responsible for ensuring the following: 

• All persons visiting the site shall be logged in and out; 

• The general site speed limit in areas under construction will be limited to 5mph;  

• The provision of temporary signalling should be considered where vehicle access to 
the site is likely to cause congestion or potential disruption;  

• The movement of construction vehicles will be limited to non-peak hours where 
possible to limit any disruption to the local highway network;  

• All construction traffic entering and leaving the site shall be closely controlled and 
HGVs making deliveries to the site or removing construction material etc, shall avoid 
prohibited routes determined by the Principal Contractor;  

• The site labour force shall be encouraged to use public transport and other 
sustainable modes of transport; 

• Roads external to the site boundary will be kept clear at all times with clear and 
sufficient access for fire appliances and emergency services; 

• Deliveries reporting to the site office and all delivery drivers will be monitored via the 
delivery software and by traffic marshals. 

• Banksmen will be present during reversing operations, where operator's view is 
obscured. Flashing beacons will be fitted to all on site vehicles and plant equipment. 
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5.3.9 Access routes through site will be kept clear to enable unrestricted access to 
foot/vehicular traffic, including the Emergency Services in the event of an emergency. 
Emergency escape routes will be designated prior to commencement of any work.  

Parking Area 

5.3.10 On-site vehicle parking spaces will be provided for contractors and visitors in a designated 
area. The car park will be large enough to accommodate contractor and visitor parking 
spaces.  

5.3.11 The vehicle parking area will be positioned close to the contractor’s compound and site 
works to minimise the disturbance to the surrounding area. This will help reduce the 
amount of vehicular movement on site. 

5.3.12 All vehicles parked on site will be required to display contact badges in the front window 
so that vehicles can be quickly moved if necessary. 

5.3.13 Parking outside of designated parking areas will be strictly forbidden for contractors 
working on and visiting the site. Parking off-site (e.g. in the town centre) will also be 
discouraged. 

6.0 CLEANLINESS OF PUBLIC HIGHWAYS AND WHEEL WASHING 
FACILITIES 

6.1 BASELINE 

6.1.1 The site is accessed via Leconfield Street (B5295). Roads leading to the site access road are 
public roads and are subject to standard council management. It is assumed that 
Leconfield Street and other public roads will be cleaned under standard council 
maintenance regime. Internal roads within the Leconfield Industrial Estate that are used 
during the construction works will be cleaned under standard cleaning and maintenance 
operations. 

6.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

6.2.1 The construction works need to adhere to the following legislation and guidance:  

• Highways Act 19806;  

• Environmental Protection Act 1990 (section 34, Duty of Care)7;  

• The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) guidance 20092; and 

• Pollution Prevention and Control Act 19998. 

 
6 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1980/66/contents 
7 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents 
8 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/24 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1980/66/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/24
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6.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.3.1 Please note that recommendations for the suppression of dust and dirt are also covered 
in section 7.0 of this CEMP.  

6.3.2 The construction works will involve the use of the local highways network by construction 
related vehicles. Consequently, it is imperative that measures are put in place to minimise 
the deposition of mud and debris on the local road network generated by vehicular 
movements. These measures include the following:  

• The site entrance will be maintained and kept clean and clear at all times during the 
construction phase; 

• The wheels of all vehicles entering the site must be free of mud, debris and 
contamination; 

• A wheel wash system will be in place for the duration of the construction works and 
will be used for vehicles as required; 

• Contained wheel wash facilities will be installed along with rumble grids 9  where 
reasonably practicable. The facilities will be installed at strategic points within the 
site including near the site entrance/exit to minimise tracked out materials;  

• All vehicles leaving site will be subject to a visual inspection and any vehicle carrying 
loose aggregate, cement or soil will be checked to ensure materials have been 
dampened down and/or complete sheeting is in place before accessing public 
highways;  

• During vehicle inspection, should any contaminative substances be identified, 
suitable measures (e.g. further wheel washing) would be implemented; 

• Regular water-assisted road sweeping of the site access road and local roads will be 
carried out as necessary to remove residual tracked out materials;  

• In the event mud or other debris is deposited on the public highway following 
delivery of materials or collection of waste from the site these roads will be cleaned 
immediately; and 

• When significant spoil removal takes place onsite, a road sweeper and jet wash will 
be used throughout the operation to ensure no material is deposited on the public 
highway. 

6.3.3 All waste generated will be stored securely on site according to the waste management 
plan. A designated waste storage area within the construction compound will be provided 
where waste will be stored. All waste will be clearly labelled and colour coded to facilitate 
re-use, recycling and recovery of waste. The waste will also be covered with sheeting or 

 
9 Which help to dislodge accumulated dust and mud on vehicles entering and leaving the site. 
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lids to prevent windblown or animal littering (please refer to section 11 ‘Control of Waste’ 
for further details). 

7.0 CONTROL OF DUST AND FUMES 

7.1 BASELINE 

7.1.1 The Cumberland Council (CC) does not have any declared Air Quality Management Area 
(AQMAs) with the nearest AQMA to the site being located approximately 54 km to the east 
in Kendal. Air quality at the site is regarded as being very good . Cleator Moor resides in the 
Lake District and there are very few heavily trafficked pollutant sources in the western 
parts of the Lake District. Air pollution levels in the region are thus expected to be low. 

7.1.2 The closest sensitive area to the site is the River Ehen Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
and Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) located 1.3 km south east of the site. There are 
also a number of local wildlife sites within a 2 km radius of the site (refer to section 1.3 ‘Site 
Description for further details). A small watercourse, Nor Beck, is located to the north of 
the site. 

7.1.3 There are a number of occupied buildings located within the Leconfield Industrial Estate 
including a nursery and pre-school located 100m west of the site. There are also residential 
receptors located to the east, west and south east of the site beyond the Industrial Estate 
boundary. 

7.1.4 An air quality assessment of the site was conducted in February 2022 detailing the impact 
associated with construction road traffic (refer to Appendix 2).  

7.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

7.2.1 Any works likely to generate dust or emissions need to adhere to the following 
environmental legislation:  

• Clean Air Act 195610; and,  

• Pollution Prevention and Control Act 19998. 

7.2.2 The construction works should adhere to the following air pollution guidance:  

• Guidance on the Assessment of Dust from Demolition and Construction, IAQM, 
202311; and,  

• Environmental Good Practice on site, CIRIA C741, 201512. 

 
10 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/4-5/52/enacted 
11 https://iaqm.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Construction-dust-2023-BG-v6-amendments.pdf 
12 https://www.ciria.org/CIRIA/CIRIA/Item_Detail.aspx?iProductCode=C741&Category=BOOK 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/4-5/52/enacted
https://iaqm.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Construction-dust-2023-BG-v6-amendments.pdf
https://www.ciria.org/CIRIA/CIRIA/Item_Detail.aspx?iProductCode=C741&Category=BOOK
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7.3 MITIGATION MEASURES 

7.3.1 An air quality assessment of the site was conducted in February 2022 detailing the impact 
associated with construction road traffic (refer to Appendix 2).  

Dust Management 

7.3.2 Measures that the contractor will adopt include the following:  

• Review of daily weather conditions prior to commencement of works within 50m of 
sensitive boundaries and within 100m of sensitive boundaries in stockpiling areas to 
determine the need for additional mitigation; 

• Dust monitoring stations will be positioned around the site boundaries. Site 
inspections by the person accountable for air quality and dust management  will be 
performed as required particularly during activities with a high potential to produce 
dust are being carried out and during prolonged periods of dry or windy conditions; 

• Regular monitoring of on-site haul roads within 50m of sensitive boundaries during 
prolonged dry or windy conditions to determine the need for additional mitigation, 
such as use of boundary misting; 

• Ensure machinery and dust generating activities, including concrete batching plant 
and mobile crushing and screening plant, are located as far as possible from the site 
boundary and sensitive receptors;  

• Ensure an adequate water supply is always available for dust/particulate matter 
suppression and house-keeping; 

• Avoid site runoff of water or mud and manage this in accordance with relevant 
legislation and guidance ;  

• Remove materials that have a potential to produce dust from site as soon as possible, 
unless being re-used on site. If being re-used on site, cover as detailed below;  

• Seed stockpiled materials with potential to produce dust to stabilise surfaces and 
prevent wind whipping;  

• Long-term stockpiles will be seeded or fenced to minimise wind-blown dust. 

• Cutting, grinding or sawing equipment will only be used if fitted with automatic water 
suppression or in conjunction with suitable dust suppression techniques such as 
water efficient spray pumps or local extraction e.g., suitable local exhaust ventilation 
systems; 

• Use enclosed chutes and conveyors and covered skips; 

• Restrict drop heights from conveyors, loading shovels, hoppers and other loading or 
handling equipment to the minimum required for safe and efficient operations and 
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use fine water sprays on such equipment wherever appropriate, to minimise dust 
emissions; and,  

• Ensure spill containment equipment is readily available on site to clean any dry 
spillages and clean up spillages as soon as reasonably practicable after the event 
using wet cleaning methods. 

Measures Specific to Construction  

• Avoid scabbling (roughening of concrete surfaces) wherever possible; 

• Ensure sand and other aggregates are stored in bunded areas and are not allowed to 
dry out, unless this is required for a particular process, in which case ensure that 
appropriate additional control measures are in place;  

• Ensure bulk cement and other fine powder materials are delivered in enclosed 
tankers and stored in silos with industry standard emission control systems to 
prevent escape of material and overfilling during delivery;  

• Site Management to check that any cement, sand, fine aggregates and other fine 
powders stored on site are sealed after each use and at the end of the day. 

• The use of diesel or petrol-powered mobile plant will be avoided where practicable 
and where necessary limited to temporary functions (not exceeding 6 months and 
excluding wheel wash operations). 

Measures Specific to Trackout  

• Use hard-standing areas and hard-surfaced roadways as far as practicable to reduce 
vehicles movements on unmade ground, and minimise the trackout of mud and dust 
raising from vehicle movements. 

• Ensure vehicles entering and leaving the site are appropriately covered to prevent 
the escape of materials during transport and avoid soiling any roads; 

• Inspect on-site haul routes regularly for integrity and instigate necessary repairs to 
the surface as soon as reasonably practicable to ensure surfaces are maintained; 

• Record all inspections of haul routes and any subsequent action in a site log book; 

• The site access gate will be located at least 10m from the nearest receptors. 

Generation of exhaust emissions by construction vehicles and plant 

7.3.3 In order to reduce and control vehicle and plant emissions generated by the construction 
works, the following measures will be adhered to:  

• Vehicles and machinery will not be left idling unnecessarily; 

• Idle times will be reduced by providing an efficient material handling plan that 
minimises the waiting time for loads and unloads. Reducing idle times could save up 
to 10% of total emissions during the construction phase; 
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• Drivers need to ensure engines and plant equipment are turned off when not in use 
for more than five minutes. This restriction will be enforced strictly unless the idle 
function is necessary for security or functionality reasons; 

• Frequent technical inspection of vehicles and plant equipment to ensure efficient 
performance and/or identify any issues. Lorries and plant equipment with diesel 
engines should be well maintained in order to reduce emissions of visible smoke; 

• Vehicles should use low-emission fuels where practicable; 

• Vehicles with low exhaust emissions (e.g., with particle traps) and emission controls 
such as catalysts or diesel particle filters should be used; and, 

• These measures will be promoted through the implementation of toolbox talks and 
driver training. 

7.4 TOOLBOX TALKS 

7.4.1 A toolbox talk will be delivered to contractors in respect to potential dust and other 
emissions effects. It will include techniques to help control dust and fumes and the 
importance of regular maintenance. 

7.5 MONITORING AND COMMUNICATIONS RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.5.1 The following monitoring recommendations should be adhered to and details of how 
these will be implemented should be submitted and agreed to with the local authority at 
least four weeks prior to commencement of works on site: 

• All dust and air quality complaints and corrective actions, will be recorded in a log 
book, to be made available to the local authority on request. This will include likely 
causes and mitigation measures to reduce impacts if appropriate;  

• Regular site inspections will be carried out to demonstrate compliance with the Dust 
Management Plan and monitoring results; 

• Baseline and activity-specific dust and particulate matter (PM10, PM2.5) monitoring 
will be carried out according to the requirements identified within the risk 
assessment; 

• Daily on-site and off-site visual inspections shall be undertaken and recorded;  

• Notify community and sensitive receptors of construction work hours and any 
specific works which are likely to generate higher levels of dust/emissions;  

• Notify community and sensitive receptors of contractor details who they can contact 
in the event of any comments, concerns or complaints they have; and,  

• Inspections will be increased during dry and windy weather conditions and/or during 
periods of high activity (vehicular or earthworks).  
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8.0 CONTROL OF NOISE AND VIBRATION 

8.1 BASELINE 

8.1.1 A noise assessment of the site was conducted in June 2023 and sensitive receptors 
identified (refer to Appendix 2). Noise on site is mainly dominated by industrial uses on the 
Leconfield Industrial Estate as well as road traffic. 

8.1.2 The closest sensitive receptors identified from noise surveys include: 

• Nursery and pre-school located 100m west of the site; 

• Occupied buildings adjacent to the site to the west and south;  

• Users of the coast to coast path located just beyond the eastern boundary of the site; 

• Residents of Heather Bank, James Street and Heathcote Park to the east of the site. 

8.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 

8.2.1 Any noise or vibration related work needs to adhere to the following environmental 
legislation:  

• Pollution Prevention and Control Act 19998; and,  

• The Control of Noise at Work Regulations 200513.  

8.2.2 The construction works should adhere to the following noise and vibration guidance or 
any appropriate revisions at the time of construction:  

• BS 5228:2009, BS 5228-1 and A1:2014 ‘Code of practice for noise and vibration control 
on construction and open sites – Part 1: Noise’;  

• Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005; and, 

• BS 7445:2003 ‘Description and Measurement of Environment Noise – Part 1: Guide to 
Quantities and Procedures’14;  

• BS 6472:2008 ‘Evaluation to Vibration in Buildings – Part 1: Vibration Sources other 
than Blasting’15;  

• BS 8233:2014 ‘Guidance on Sound Insulation and Noise Reduction for 
Buildings’16; and 

• Apex Acoustics (2023): Noise Impact Assessment, Cleator Moor – Innovation Quarter 
Building Hub.  

 
13 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1643 
14 https://landingpage.bsigroup.com/LandingPage/Standard?UPI=000000000030098820 
15 https://landingpage.bsigroup.com/LandingPage/Standard?UPI=000000000019971044 
16 https://landingpage.bsigroup.com/LandingPage/Standard?UPI=000000000030241579 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1643
https://landingpage.bsigroup.com/LandingPage/Standard?UPI=000000000030098820
https://landingpage.bsigroup.com/LandingPage/Standard?UPI=000000000019971044
https://landingpage.bsigroup.com/LandingPage/Standard?UPI=000000000030241579
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8.3 MITIGATION MEASURES 

8.3.1 Potential noise sources from construction works undertaken on site include the following:  

• Earthworks  

• Excavations and Piling 

• Transportation  

• Cleaning  

• Construction  

• Waste Management 

8.3.2 All construction works will be carried out in accordance with any mitigation measures 
recommended in the Noise Assessment (see Appendix 2), as well as the relevant legislation 
and policy identified above. These measures will help minimise any adverse impacts on 
sensitive human receptors from construction activities and safeguard existing residential 
amenity. 

8.3.3 All construction activities will be undertaken within the site boundaries; including areas 
designated as stockpiles and haul routes. 

Construction Noise 

8.3.4 Since construction works can generate significant noise levels by their nature, during the 
construction phase, ‘Best Practicable Means’, and the guidance provided within BS:5228 
will be employed to reduce noise levels and minimise construction impacts and nuisance 
to the surrounding areas. The works will comply to all relevant legislation and guidance as 
identified above in section 8.2 to ensure works are kept within acceptable levels. The 
maximum permissible noise and vibration levels set out in in BS 5228-2:2009 will be 
adhered to at the construction site. The following specific measures will be implemented: 

• All construction traffic accessing the site will be made aware of and follow the 
specified traffic route to minimise impact on sensitive receptors;  

• The construction compound and service yard will be located away from sensitive 
receptors and will not have a direct view to existing residential dwellings; 

• All deliveries will be carefully managed through a booking system and no deliveries 
will be permitted outside of construction working hours (stipulated in section 3 
above) unless agreed to with the local authority;  

• Careful selection of working methods (which adhere to the construction programme) 
and use of quietest working equipment available;  

• Where practicable, positioning noisy plant and equipment away from sensitive 
receptors (e.g. occupied buildings on site) and behind physical barriers/enclosures, 
i.e., existing features, hoarding, etc;  
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• Battery-powered generators should  be used as possible and in preference to diesel-
powered generators, where a fixed power supply is not available; 

• Low noise generators and compressors will be used; 

• All plant and equipment will be properly and regularly maintained and appropriately 
silenced equipment is used in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions and 
complies with the Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005;  

• The plant and equipment guidance and benchmarks provided in the noise 
assessment (refer to Appendix 3) will also be adhered to;  

• Exhaust silencing and plant muffling equipment will be fitted and maintained in good 
working order; 

• Vehicle engines and/or plant equipment will be switched off when not in use for 
longer than 5 minutes; 

• All construction materials will be handled a in a manner which minimises noise, such 
as restricting drop heights during lorry loading and unloading to the minimum 
required for safe and efficient operations;  

• Reverse warning alarms should be fitted with white noise (broadband) systems;  

• Static plant equipment known to generate significant levels of vibration will be fitted 
with vibration dampening; 

• Where processes could give rise to significant levels of noise for extended periods of 
time, noise levels will be monitored regularly at a number of strategically important 
locations, by a suitably qualified person with the survey results kept on file and made 
available to the local planning authority in a timely manner; and 

• In terms of on-site employees, appropriate actions will be undertaken regarding the 
Control of Noise at Work Regulations (2005) including the requirement for the use of 
ear defenders and appropriate warning notices. 

8.3.5 Further to the above, operatives will be trained to employ appropriate techniques to keep 
site noise to a minimum and should be effectively supervised to ensure that best working 
practice in respect of noise reduction is followed. All employees should be advised 
regularly of the following, as part of their training: 

• The proper use and maintenance of tools and equipment; 

• The positioning of machinery on site to reduce the emission of noise to the 
neighbourhood and to site personnel; and, 

• The avoidance of unnecessary noise when carrying out manual operations and when 
operating plant and equipment. 

8.4 TOOLBOX TALKS 



Leconfield ‘The Hub’ 
CEMP 

34 
tetratecheurope.com 

8.4.1 A toolbox talk will be delivered to all site personnel in respect to potential noise effects 
and methods and techniques of working to minimise noise and vibration impacts. 

8.4.2 On-site ‘Toolbox’ training will be provided to enable site workers to understand how their 
actions will interact with the environment and potentially impact upon sensitive receptors 
near to their work areas. 

8.5 COMPLAINTS 

8.5.1 As outlined in Section 2.0, prior to the commencement of construction works a contact 
number and details will be provided to allow the general public to raise any concerns 
which they may have regarding the noise levels from construction. The contact number 
and details will be displayed on appropriate signage at the site entrance and around the 
site boundaries as appropriate. A letter drop will also be provided to businesses and any 
other people who could potentially be affected by the construction noise detailing the 
works and contact details in the event they have any concerns to report. 

8.5.2 All noise and/or vibration complaints received will be investigated and acted upon 
appropriately as necessary. 

 

9.0 CONTROL OF CONTAMINATION AND MATERIAL STOCKPILE 

9.1 BASELINE 

9.1.1 The site is located in the northeastern corner of the Leconfield Industrial Estate and 
consists of hard standing / roads, grassland and plantation woodland. The site is not 
located within a groundwater Source Protection Zone, however, a preliminary desk study 
has revealed that the site may have been exposed to contamination, with iron works 
waste, railway contamination, construction /demolition waste and possibly oils or fuel 
from vehicle spills the most likely source. Asbestos may also be present on the site from 
previous building cladding and roofing. 

9.1.2 There is a small watercourse called Nor Beck located to the north of the site which has 
the potential for surface water flooding. It should however be noted there have been no 
incidents of historical flooding on the Leconfield Industrial Estate. 

9.1.3 The indicative radon map indicates that the eastern part of the site lies in an area which 
has a radon potential of between 10% to 30%. Consequently, as part of development 
proposals, radon protection measures will be required for the mixed-use hub building to 
be constructed17. 

 
17 Geo-Environmental Desk Top Study (2019) https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/media/24402/Preliminary-Environmental-Risk-Assessment-
Murtholm-Farm-Langholm/pdf/Preliminary-Environmental-Risk-Assessment-Murtholm-Farm-Langholm.pdf?m=637578091832770000 

https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/media/24402/Preliminary-Environmental-Risk-Assessment-Murtholm-Farm-Langholm/pdf/Preliminary-Environmental-Risk-Assessment-Murtholm-Farm-Langholm.pdf?m=637578091832770000
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/media/24402/Preliminary-Environmental-Risk-Assessment-Murtholm-Farm-Langholm/pdf/Preliminary-Environmental-Risk-Assessment-Murtholm-Farm-Langholm.pdf?m=637578091832770000
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9.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 

9.2.1 The construction works need to adhere to the following guidance;  

• British Standards Institution (2009). BS 6031:2009 ‘Code of Practice for Earthworks’18;  

• British Standards Institution (2015). BS 3882:2015 ‘Specification for topsoil and 
requirements for use’19;  

• Environmental Good Practice on site, CIRIA C741, 201512; and, 

• DEFRA (2009) Construction Code of Practice for the Sustainable Use of Soils on 
Construction site20. 

9.3 MITIGATION MEASURES 

9.3.1 In order to prevent environmental contamination during construction activities the 
measures outlined below concerning the stripping, handling and storage of soils will be 
followed by the contractor: 

• There will be separate handling and storage for different soils (i.e. topsoil and 
subsoil); 

• All soil stored must be stored away from watercourses (or potential pathways to 
watercourses); 

• Any potentially contaminated soil will be stored on an impermeable surface and 
covered to reduce leachate generation and potential migration to surface waters; 

• Soils will be handled whilst in a suitably dry condition to avoid long-term damage to 
soil structure from compaction;  

• The area and duration of soil exposure will be minimised and there will be timely 
reinstatement of vegetation and/or hardstanding to reduce soil exposure/erosion to 
reduce temporary effects on soil compaction; 

• Care will be taken when moving soils between landholdings to prevent any 
contamination with chemicals or other materials;  

• Weeds and/or invasive species identified on soil stores will be appropriately 
managed (refer to section 12 for further details);  

• The heights of stockpiles will be controlled (refer to stockpiling below); 

• Vehicle movements on site will be confined to defined haul routes until soil stripping 
has been completed. 

 
18 https://landingpage.bsigroup.com/LandingPage/Standard?UPI=000000000030234058 
19 https://cawood.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/British-Standard-Topsoil-BS3882-2015.pdf 
20 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/716510/pb13298-code-of-
practice-090910.pdf 

https://landingpage.bsigroup.com/LandingPage/Standard?UPI=000000000030234058
https://cawood.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/British-Standard-Topsoil-BS3882-2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/716510/pb13298-code-of-practice-090910.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/716510/pb13298-code-of-practice-090910.pdf
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9.4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

9.4.1 Given that the site may have been exposed to contamination and there is a possibility that 
metal slack and asbestos may be present on site, in order to manage any potential effects 
of contamination, the Contractor will adhere to the following measures:  

• The construction works will be managed to comply with the necessary standards and 
consents as identified by the EA and the local authority, and secured through 
planning condition;  

• Implementation of an appropriate materials management strategy with associated 
materials management plans to document how excavated materials would be dealt 
with and a verification plan to record the placement of materials at the site. 

• During the development works, if contamination or risks are encountered, works 
should cease, and the local authority should be notified immediately.  

• Areas where contamination may occur (e.g. storage and vehicle 
refuelling/maintenance areas) will be provided with suitable pollution protection 
which may include an impervious base and impermeable bunds;  

• Impermeable bunds must be suitably located to prevent foul and/or storage water 
polluting nearby watercourses such as Nor Bek; 

• Storage tanks will be safely stored in a secure compound away from manholes and 
surface water gullies. They must be double-bunded, non-gravity diesel tanks and 
regularly maintained. A weekly inspection of their surroundings will be undertaken 
for damage, leaks or spills; 

• Fuels and chemicals would be stored a minimum of ten metres from all watercourses 
and highway gullies in accordance with the Control of Pollution (Oil Storage) 
(England) Regulations 2001. They will be sited on an impervious base and surrounded 
by an impervious bund wall away from vegetated areas; 

• Storage facilities will be locked when not in use. 

9.4.2 Key risk arises in the use of cement-based materials, and thus, concrete requirements will 
be delivered in mixing lorries and poured at foundation sites. Washing out of concrete 
mixing vehicles will not occur on site, but back at concrete vehicles’ maintenance depots. 
Any concrete works will be carefully controlled and where required, any concrete tankers 
will be washed out in controlled areas using appropriate water washout system.  

9.4.3 All construction workers on site will be briefed on appropriate working practices on 
contaminated sites and issued with any necessary PPE, including overalls, gloves and dust 
masks where necessary.  

9.4.4 If suspected or unidentified contamination is found, work in the contaminated area shall 
stop immediately. The contaminated land shall be clearly identified and quarantined to 
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prevent access to the contaminated area. The contractor will report the incident to the site 
manager who shall seek advice from the EA.  

9.5 STOCKPILING 

9.5.1 Should any stockpiling be required on site, this should be regulated in line with the 
‘Construction Code of Practice for the Sustainable Use of Soils’ and in accordance with 
best practice. Key recommendations are outlined below. 

9.5.2 There should be clear segregation between stockpiled material including imported 
material, excavated material stockpiled for re-use and excavated waste material 
stockpiled for treatment and / or off-site disposal. 

9.5.3 All stockpiles would be managed to prevent soil erosion, windblown dust and surface 
water run-off by hydroseeding, water spraying and avoiding over stockpiling to reduce 
compaction of soil and loss of integrity. 

Stockpile Height 

9.5.4 The size and height of the stockpile will depend on several factors, including the amount 
of space available, the nature and composition of the soil, the prevailing weather 
conditions at the time of stripping and any additional planning conditions associated with 
the development. Maximum stockpile heights of 3-4m are commonly used for topsoil that 
can be stripped and stockpiled in a dry state.  

9.5.5 The height of stockpiles will be controlled to minimise visual impact, where identified as a 
significant factor in the landscape and visual impact assessment 

9.5.6 Topsoil and subsoil resources will be stockpiled separately. 

9.5.7 Soil moisture and soil consistency (plastic or non-plastic) are major factors when deciding 
on the size and height of the stockpile, and the method of formation. As a general rule, if 
the soil is dry (e.g., drier than the plastic limit) when it goes into the stockpile, the vast 
majority of it should remain dry during storage, and thereby enable dry soil to be 
excavated and respread at the end of the storage period. Soil in a dry and non-plastic state 
is less prone to compaction, tends to retain a proportion of its structure, will respread 
easily and break down into a suitable tilth for landscaping. Any anaerobic soil also usually 
becomes re-aerated in a matter of days.  

9.5.8 Soil stockpiled wet or when plastic in consistency is easily compacted by the weight of soil 
above it and from the machinery handling it. In a compacted state, soil in the core of the 
stockpile remains wet and anaerobic for the duration of the storage period, is difficult to 
handle and respread and does not usually break down into a suitable tilth. A period of 
further drying and cultivation is then required before the soil becomes re-aerated and 
acceptable for landscaping. 

Stockpile Location and Stability 
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9.5.9 Stockpile worked areas will be minimised to avoid unnecessary disturbance. 

9.5.10 Stockpiles would be located a minimum of 10m from the nearest watercourse. 

9.5.11 Soil will have a natural angle of repose of up to 40° depending on texture and moisture 
content but, if stable stockpiles are to be formed, slope angles will normally need to be 
less than that. For stockpiles that are to be grass seeded and maintained, a maximum side 
slope of 1 in 2 (25°) is appropriate. 

Stockpile Protection and Maintenance 

9.5.12 Once the stockpile has been completed the area will be cordoned off and signage to 
prevent any disturbance or contamination by other construction activities. If the soil is to 
be stockpiled for more than six months, the surface of the stockpiles should be seeded 
with a grass/clover mix to minimise soil erosion and to help reduce infestation by nuisance 
weeds that might spread seed onto adjacent land.  

9.5.13 Management of weeds that appear will be undertaken during the summer months, either 
by spraying to kill them or by mowing or strimming to prevent their seeds being shed. 

9.6 TOOLBOX TALKS 

9.6.1 Toolbox talks will be used to inform all those working on the site of the requirements for 
soil handling. 

10.0 STORAGE OF CHEMICALS & WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION 

10.1 BASELINE 

10.1.1 From a desktop review it has been established: 

• The site is located within Flood Zone 1 which indicates a low probability of flooding.  

• There is a risk of flooding from surface water at this site. 

• There are no active surface water abstractions at or within 250m of the site. 

• There are two discharge consents operated by United Utilities Water Ltd relating to 
the discharge of public sewage into Nor Beck21 from a storm tank.  

• A pollution incident has been recorded offsite (but within 250m of the site) where a 
minor incident occurred concerning oils/petrol polluting freshwater river/stream. 

• The site is currently served by wastewater systems through an existing network of 
private separate sewers. Existing surface water drains discharge to the existing 

 
21 Nor Beck is a small watercourse running to the northwest of the site. 
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culverted Nor Beck watercourse and the existing foul water drains discharge to the 
existing United Utilities combined sewer to the west of site22.  

• The site is located on soluble rock and is classified as having a medium-low 
groundwater vulnerability.    

10.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

10.2.1 Any works which have the potential to affect land and watercourses need to adhere to the 
following environmental legislation:  

• Control of Substances of Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH)23;  

• Water Resources Act (1991) section 8524; 

• Oil Storage Regulations 200225; 

• The Water Act (2003)26; 

• Water Framework Directive (WFD)27; 

• The Groundwater (England and Wales) Regulations (2009)28; 

•  The Environmental Permitting Regulations (2010)29; 

• CIRIA guidance 532 Control of water pollution from construction sites: Guidance for 
consultants and contractors30; 

• CIRIA guidance 515 Groundwater Control – Design and Practice31; 

• Environment Agency's ‘Working at construction and demolition sites’: PPG 6 
Pollution Prevention Guidelines32; 

• Land Drainage Act (1991)33; 

• Land Drainage Byelaws34; and  

• Flood and Water Management Act (2010)35. 

10.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
22 BGP (2023): SUDs Management Plan https://www.copeland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning-applications/cmiq-bgp-05-xx-rp-c-
smp005_002.pdf 
23 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/2677/contents 
24 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1991/57/section/85 
25 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2001/2954 
26 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/37/contents 
27 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2000/60/oj/eng 
28 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2009/9780111480816/contents 
29 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/675/contents/england 
30 https://www.ciria.org/CIRIA/CIRIA/Item_Detail.aspx?iProductCode=C532&Category=BOOK 
31 https://www.adv-technovation.com/ciria-bookshop/book-pages/groundwater-control-design-and-practice-c515 
32 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7f0ca340f0b6230268d1f1/pmho0412bwfe-e-e.pdf 
33 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1991/59/contents 
34 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-land-drainage-byelaws 
35 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents 

https://www.copeland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning-applications/cmiq-bgp-05-xx-rp-c-smp005_002.pdf
https://www.copeland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning-applications/cmiq-bgp-05-xx-rp-c-smp005_002.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/2677/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1991/57/section/85
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2001/2954
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/37/contents
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2000/60/oj/eng
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2009/9780111480816/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/675/contents/england
https://www.ciria.org/CIRIA/CIRIA/Item_Detail.aspx?iProductCode=C532&Category=BOOK
https://www.adv-technovation.com/ciria-bookshop/book-pages/groundwater-control-design-and-practice-c515
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7f0ca340f0b6230268d1f1/pmho0412bwfe-e-e.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1991/59/contents
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-land-drainage-byelaws
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
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10.3.1 Construction works for activities within or adjacent to surface water flood routes / zones 
should employ weather monitoring to predict potential extreme events and halt 
construction works, if required.  

10.3.2 The Principal Contractor will be required to develop detailed method statements for key 
aspects of work and handling of materials/liquids (including fuels and chemical stores) 
which have a potential for environmental impact. These should encompass proposals for 
the control of pollution, together with emergency response plans. The Principal 
Contractor will be required to observe and adhere to relevant legislation and guidelines.  

10.3.3 There will be no storage of hazardous waste on the site, however, there will be storage of 
chemicals, fuels and/or oils and refuelling of plant/equipment.. Chemicals, including fuel 
and oil, will be handled, used and stored in accordance with pollution prevention 
guidelines and standard planning conditions. 

10.3.4 A mobile bowser will be utilized for fuel storage. It must have a lock on any permanent 
tap or valve, which must be secured when not in use. Additionally, it must feature an 
automatically closing valve or pump at the delivery end of any fixed flexible pipe. The 
pump or valve must also have a lock and be secured when not in use. Furthermore, a 
lockable valve must be present at the container end of the pipe, which should be locked 
when not in use. Lastly, any permanently fitted sight gauge on the container must have a 
valve or tap that is locked when not in use. 

10.3.5 Only bunded mobile bowsers should be used for refuelling plant and equipment, and it is 
essential to regularly empty the bund of any collected fuel. Provide funnels to help 
prevent spills during the refuelling process. Each bowser must be equipped with a spill 
response kit. Additionally, any container used for transporting fuel must be suitable for 
its purpose, have a sealed lid, be leak-proof, and be properly labelled. 

10.3.6 The Principal Contractor will be responsible for implementing health and safety risk 
assessments, and ensuring workers are equipped with appropriate PPE and adopt good 
housekeeping and hygiene practices. 

10.3.7 Suitable PPE must be worn by all construction workers whilst on site and when dealing 
with any spillages.  

10.3.8 If unidentified contamination is encountered during construction, work will be suspended 
in the area and appropriate investigations and remediation discussed with the EA and 
local authority. 

10.3.9 Measures relating to the cleanliness of roads and wheel washing facilities outlined in 
Section 6.0 will also help prevent water pollution.  

10.3.10 Immobile plant, fuels, oils and chemicals will be stored on impervious drip trays or be 
secured/locked in appropriately bunded areas (at 110% of volume). No materials will be 
stored outside of the construction compound.  
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10.3.1 Regular visual inspections and monitoring of nearby water courses and groundwater 
levels and quality at abstraction boreholes will be agreed to and implemented where 
appropriate. All wastewater and site discharges will only be permitted where the effluent 
quality and discharge location is acceptable to the relevant authorities. 

10.3.2 Pollution prevention equipment will be kept on site and procedures for use put in place. 
The contractor will be required to keep sufficient spill kits on site at all times and these will 
need to be in close proximity to fuel and oil storage areas. The contractor will also provide 
spill containment equipment such as absorbent material on site, sand bags and/or stop 
logs so that these can be deployed to any part of the construction site within 15 minutes. 
Operatives will be trained in the use of spill kits and spill containment equipment. 

 

 

10.4 TOOLBOX TALKS 

10.4.1 A toolbox talk will be delivered to contractors in respect to the importance of water supply, 
waterbodies and use of pollution prevention equipment. 

10.4.2 A contamination briefing by suitably qualified and experienced personnel would be 
completed for the proposed development when excavating areas of potential 
contamination risk.  

11.0 CONTROL OF WASTE 

11.1 BASELINE 

11.1.1 Waste will be produced during the construction phases of the Proposed Development.   

11.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

11.2.1 Works which have the potential to generate waste must demonstrate a ‘Duty of Care’ in 
relation to the effective management of construction, demolition and excavation (CDE) 
waste.  

11.2.2 Key legislation includes, but is not limited to: 

•  EU Landfill Directive (Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste) (as amended by 
2003/33/EC)36; 

• EU Waste Framework Directive (Directive 2008/98/EC on waste)37; 

 
36 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/1999/31/oj/eng 
37 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2008/98/oj/eng 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/1999/31/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2008/98/oj/eng
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• The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005, Chapter 1638; 

• Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) Regulations 2010 (SI 2010 No. 675) as 
amended by The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2012, 2014 and 201539; 

• The Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2009 and amendment SI 
50740; 

• Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011 and 2012 amendment41; 

• Environmental Protection Act 1990 (section 34, Duty of Care)7; 

• List of Wastes Regulations (LoWR) 200542; and 

• Waste Management, The Duty of Care Code of Practice (2016 update)43. 

11.3 MITIGATION MEASURES 

11.3.1 The Principal Contractor will be required to develop detailed method statements for key 
aspects of work which have a potential for environmental impact. These should 
encompass proposals for the control of pollution, together with emergency response 
plans. The Principal Contractor will be required to observe and adhere to relevant 
legislation and guidelines. 

11.3.2 The contractor should design and implement a Site Waste Management Plan in 
accordance with the Conventional Waste Management Strategy. This will detail the 
sourcing, transport and use and disposal of waste and material resources, in a sustainable 
manner. It will also take account of, and capture, design changes as the design of the 
development evolves and will ensure that unavoidable construction waste is identified 
and managed in accordance with the waste hierarchy and other relevant legislative 
requirements.  

11.3.3 In order to limit the likelihood of waste, construction materials will be delivered to site on 
an ‘as required’ basis to avoid potential damage or contamination. 

11.3.4 Where site-won material is not available or suitable for re-use, secondary or recycled 
materials will be procured where available and practicable. 

11.3.5 Pre-cast elements will be used where practicable to ensure efficient use of materials and 
avoid the generation of waste arising from cut-offs. 

11.3.6 The waste hierarchy will be implemented on site where the generation of construction 
waste should, as the first priority, be avoided wherever practicable. When waste is 

 
38 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/16/contents 
 
39 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/675/contents/made 
40 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/507/contents/made 
41 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/1889 
42 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/895/contents/made 
43 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-duty-of-care-code-of-practice 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/16/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/675/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/507/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/1889
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/895/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-duty-of-care-code-of-practice
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generated, it should be sent for reuse and recovery, in preference to disposal44. Wherever 
practical, uncontaminated spoil should be reused on site for backfill and the regrading of 
excavations.  

11.3.7 Any waste sent for disposal should be directed to sites which hold valid waste 
management licenses issued by the EA and which are authorised to accept the type and 
quantity of waste. Transport of wastes should be minimised by the selection of local 
disposal sites where available. All contractors used for transport of waste should be 
registered and licensed haulage contractors following ‘Duty of Care’.  

11.3.8 Any burning of waste materials is prohibited.  

11.3.9 Facilities will be provided on-site to separate out waste, for example for recycling. 
Additional waste segregation and storage strategies include: 

• Segregate different types of waste as they are generated using different skips/heaps 
where practical;  

• Ensure storage areas are safe, secure and weatherproof and where relevant, apply 
for environmental permits or exemptions before waste is stored; and 

• Ensure materials that have the potential to cause dust impacts are suitably located 
and managed to avoid dust effects. 

11.4 TOOLBOX TALKS 

11.4.1 A toolbox talk will be delivered to contractors and sub-contractors covering the 
environmental effects of waste, the legal requirements for the management of waste, 
specific actions as to how to minimise waste and details of how waste should be 
segregated and managed on-site. 

11.4.2 Specialist waste training will be given to those responsible for the management of site 
waste and this training will be in line with the requirements and environmental risks 
associated with their role and responsibilities.  

12.0 PROTECTION OF BIODIVERSITY 

12.1 BASELINE 

12.1.1 The site predominantly comprises areas of grassland, scrub and woodland as well as 
hardstanding. The closest sensitive area to the site is the River Ehen SAC and SSSI situated 
1.3 km south east from the site. There are also seven local wildlife sites within a 2 km radius 
of the site. 

 
44 From the geo-environmental report for the Leconfield Industrial Estate there is mention of a licensed waste management facility 
present on the estate. 
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12.1.2 The surroundings of the site include commercial, agricultural and residential uses.   

12.1.3 The nearest designated Habitat site is the River Ehen Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
and a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) located 1.3 km east of the site. The River Ehen 
has ecological importance and supports freshwater mussel population. There are a 
number of local wildlife sites within a 2 km radius of the site, including: 

• Rheda South Park (0.7km northeast of the Site) – designated as a Country Wildlife 
Site (CWS); 

• Birkhouse Pond (0.9km east of the Site) – designated as a Country Wildlife Site 
(CWS); 

• Parkside Pond (1.2km east of the Site) – designated as a Country Wildlife Site 
(CWS); 

• Dub Beck (1.7km southeast of the Site) – designated as a Country Wildlife Site 
(CWS) and Site of Invertebrate Significance; 

• Keekle River (0.5km west of the Site) – designated as a Site of Invertebrate 
Significance; and 

• Weddicar Hall (1.4km southeast of the Site) – designated as a Site of Invertebrate 
Significance. 

12.1.4 Ecological surveys for the wider CMIQ45 site undertaken in 2021 and 2023 have recorded a 
variety of protected species which must be considered during the works, these include: 

• Amphibians and reptiles 

• bats  

• badgers  

• red squirrel 

• nesting birds 

• invertebrates 

12.1.5 Invasive plant species have also been recorded within the site. 

12.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

12.2.1 Works which have the potential to affect biodiversity must have regard for the following 
environmental legislation: 

• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended)46;  

 
45 The CMIQ is an area of Cleator Moor that includes the Leconfield Industrial Estate, which the council bought in January 2021. 
46 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents
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• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)47; 

• British Standards Institution (2013) 42020: 2013 ‘ Biodiversity – Code of Practice for 
Planning and Development48 

• British Standards Institution (2012). B2 5837: 2012 ‘Tree work in relation to design, 
demolition and construction – Recommendations’49;  

• British Standards Institution (2010). B2 3998: 2010 ‘Tree work.  Recommendations’50; 

• UK Forestry Standard Guidelines – Forests and Water 201151; and 

• Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 200652. 

12.2.2 Works also need to adhere to the following guidance: 

• The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2024)53; and 

• British Standards (BS EN 12464-2:2014) and Institute of Lighting Professionals (ILP) 
guidance54. 

12.2.3 Construction works must also adhere to measures contained with the Reasonable 
Avoidance Measures Report (RAMs) (Tetra Tech, 2023) (refer to Appendix 1). 

12.3 MITIGATION MEASURES 

12.3.1 The construction works will be carried out in accordance with the good practice guidelines 
and mitigation measures recommended in the RAM’s Report (Tetra Tech, 2023). These 
have been designed to minimise the risks the works pose to any ecological receptors 
known or with the potential to be present in line with relevant legislation and policy 
identified above. 

12.3.2 The ECoW will undertake a walkover (to an appropriate buffer around the proposed works) 
3 months prior to the start of works in order to identify any additional ecological 
constraints which may be present, and to micro-site working areas where appropriate. 

12.3.3 The following species may be present on site and should be considered during the site 
clearance and construction phases of the works:  

• Amphibians and reptiles – Impacts to suitable hibernation habitat must be 
undertaken outside the winter period (November to February) and when 
temperatures are consistently above 5 degrees centigrade and removal of habitat 

 
47 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents 
48 CD 3.20 BSI Biodiversity Code of Practi...020 2013 - The Wildlife Trusts pdf.pdf 
49 https://www.ashford.gov.uk/media/ecwa1hny/cd-5-7-bs5837-2012.pdf 
50 https://www.westberks.gov.uk/media/50570/CD17-2-BS3998-2010-Tree-Work-
Recommendations/pdf/CD17.2_BS3998.2010_Tree_Work__Recommendations.pdf?m=637552246418800000 
51 https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2006/03/ukfs_water_fcgl007.pdf 
52 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents 
53 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2 
54 https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/24401/cd137-bs-en-12464-2-outdoor-work-places-2014.pdf 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents
https://cbccrmdata.blob.core.windows.net/noteattachment/CBC-null-3.20-BS-42020:2013---a-code-of-practice-for-biodiversity-in-planning-and-development-(British-Standa-CD_3.20_BSI_Biodiversity_Code_of_Practice_for_Planning_and_Development_42020_2013%5B1%5D.pdf
https://www.ashford.gov.uk/media/ecwa1hny/cd-5-7-bs5837-2012.pdf
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/media/50570/CD17-2-BS3998-2010-Tree-Work-Recommendations/pdf/CD17.2_BS3998.2010_Tree_Work__Recommendations.pdf?m=637552246418800000
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/media/50570/CD17-2-BS3998-2010-Tree-Work-Recommendations/pdf/CD17.2_BS3998.2010_Tree_Work__Recommendations.pdf?m=637552246418800000
https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2006/03/ukfs_water_fcgl007.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/24401/cd137-bs-en-12464-2-outdoor-work-places-2014.pdf
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under ECoW. The ECoW will finger-tip search longer grasslands prior to strimming 
and check spoil mounds.  

• Bats - Based on current proposals none of the trees with bat roost suitability will 
be impacted, however if there are any changes to the layout and if any of the trees 
identified as low roost suitability are proposed for removal then reasonable 
avoidance measures outlined in the RAM’s Report must be followed. 

• Badger - there is suitable habitat present on site and a pre-works check will be 
undertaken. If any badger setts are identified during the check, then a licence may 
be required from Natural England. 

• Red squirrel – although the site is unlikely to support red squirrel, there is suitable 
habitat within the wider CMIQ site and therefore a precautionary check of suitable 
habitat will be undertaken prior to works. 

• Nesting Birds –For any vegetation clearance in the nesting season (March to 
September inclusive) the ECoW will check for nesting birds within 48 hours before 
any vegetation is cleared. If nesting birds are identified, works in the vicinity of the 
nest (estimated to be a 10m standoff) will cease until the young have fledged. 

• Invertebrates - including cinnabar moth and dingy skipper. The ECoW will check 
for these species along with any foodplants and translocate to a suitable receptor 
area within the wider site.  

• Invasive species (e.g. wall cotoneaster) -any presence of invasive species must be 
reported to the Biodiversity Champion and measures contained in relevant Defra 
and Environment Agency best practice guidance on the control and removal of 
invasive weed species will be implemented where appropriate. 

12.3.4 It is recommended that the below is monitored by the Biodiversity Champion appointed: 

• Contractors must be fully aware of the extent of working area, ensuring that all 
works are contained within the footprint agreed with the ECoW; 

• Contractors should be aware that protected species such as amphibians and reptiles 
may be found sheltering amongst refugia such as rubble, wood, spoil, chippings or 
rubbish. As a result, all machinery, materials and chemicals should be stored safely 
and securely to prevent foraging and commuting animals coming in to contact with 
these, and to prevent spillage of chemicals; 

• All invasive species identified on site should be clearly marked and a buffer zone of 
3m highlighted to prevent further spread. Measures contained in relevant Defra and 
Environment Agency best practice guidance on the control and removal of invasive 
weed species will be implemented where appropriate; 

• Contractors should design and implement a site waste management plan in order to 
avoid causing death or injury to wildlife (refer to section 11 for details on this plan); 
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• All excavations should be either covered at the end of the day (preferable) to prevent 
access and if this is not possible, a means of egress (i.e. a wooden plank or soil ramp) 
shall be provided to ensure that anything that may access these excavations (e.g. 
badgers) has a means of escape;  

• All pipes over 200mm in diameter should be capped at night, to prevent animals, such 
as badgers, from entering;  

• Any areas of loose spoil must be fully compacted, to ensure no cracks or crevices 
remain; 

• A safe system for the correct storage of materials/chemicals on site should be 
implemented to ensure that materials are stored in a suitable manner as to avoid 
potential impacts on vegetation and fauna. This is particularly important with 
liquids/chemicals, which should not be stored near vegetated areas but stored on an 
impermeable base;  

• Daily checks of any excavations should be made by contractors prior to commencing 
work to ensure that no animals have become trapped in the excavations. Should a 
trapped protected/notable species be found within the works area, the ecologist 
should be immediately contacted for advice; 

• Fuel should be stored in appropriate capacity bunded tanks/bowsers, and drip trays 
used beneath equipment such as generators; 

• Works should remain as far from all watercourses and waterbodies as is possible, 
with no works occurring within ~10m of watercourses unless agreed in advance with 
the ECoW; 

• Appropriate best-practice pollution prevention and run-off control measures should 
be employed; 

• Any obvious mammal trails through the site should remain clear of obstruction; 

• In the event that a protected species is found, then the Principal Contractor’s Site 
Manager will contact the Project Ecologist for advice, and all works in that area would 
cease. The Principal Contractor Site Manager will then await further instruction from 
the ecologist before proceeding with works. Although these measures are necessary 
specifically in relation to protected and/or notable species, contractors should treat 
any animals with similar due care and attention;  

• Construction works will avoid the unnecessary removal of trees and vegetation; 

• An arboriculturist will assess and oversee works to retained trees, as required; 

• Any tree felling will be carried out taking appropriate consideration of the UK Forestry 
Standard Guidelines – Forests and Water 2011 to mitigate risks from felling areas of 
woodland and trees on the freshwater environment. Any tree felling operations must 
consider the legal protection given to roosting bats and breeding birds; 
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• The contractor will provide a programme for undertaking any planting works 
required. Planting and other landscape measures will be implemented as early as is 
reasonably practicable, and within the appropriate planting season, where there is 
no conflict with construction activities or other requirements of the Hub Project; 

• Relevant local authorities and adjacent landowners will be consulted, as 
appropriate, regarding the landscape and planting proposals; 

• A specialist contractor will be employed to develop a bespoke treatment strategy for 
controlling invasive species (such as cotoneaster species) identified on site; and 

• Wash-down areas should be provided to clean boots and tools as soon as contractors 
leave the area in order to prevent further spread of any invasive species. 

12.4 TOOLBOX TALKS 

12.4.1 Toolbox talks and briefings will be required so that construction workers are fully aware 
of the environmental sensitivities of the development site, including both European and 
nationally designated sites as well as legally protected species.  

12.4.2 Toolbox talks will provide a basic overview of the ecological constraints and legal 
protection granted to the protected species / other species of conservation concern 
present on site that may be encountered during the works. 

12.4.3 Toolbox talks will be provided in advance of works commencing (including site clearance 
and preparatory works) and will be provided by the ECoW and given to contractors and 
sub-contractors. The talks will specifically include: 

• Detailing the RAMS required such as supervision of strimming and dismantling of 
refugia to be undertaken by ECoW prior to site clearance; 

• Identification of badger signs; 

• Identification of bats; 

• Identification of red squirrel; 

• Procedure if animals are found; 

• Identification of cinnabar and dingy skipper caterpillars and their foodplant; 

12.4.4 Biosecurity measures (e.g. skin irritation associated with cinnabar) and alerting the 
contractors to any invasive species identified on site and their buffer zones.The toolbox 
talks will cover the mitigation measures that need to be adhered to in order to safeguard 
ecological receptors as detailed within the RAM’s Report. 

12.4.5 The toolbox talk will be repeated as required through the work programme. 

13.0 ARCHAEOLOGY AND HERITAGE  
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13.1 BASELINE 

13.1.1 There are no designated heritage assets or archaeological features within the site or its 
immediate boundaries. 

13.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

13.2.1 The construction works need to manage the impact of construction works on the site in 
accordance with accepted industry practice, considering the relevant sections of the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2024)53 and local development plans.  

13.3 MITIGATION MEASURES 

13.3.1 The construction works will be carried out in accordance with the relevant legislation and 
policy identified above. In addition, the following mitigation measures will be 
implemented to avoid, reduce and mitigate impacts on any archaeological remains and 
cultural heritage: 

• Contractors will be advised that whilst carrying out ground-breaking activities such 
as piling, trenching, tunnelling etc., if items or materials are encountered that are not 
in keeping with the expected nature of the site soils and may represent site heritage, 
work is to be stopped; and 

• A suitably qualified organisation or person will be used to undertake all cultural 
heritage works, if a discovery is made on the Site. 

13.4 TOOLBOX TALKS 

13.4.1 The Applicant will consult with HE and the Council Archaeologist as to the appropriate 
procedures to implement to avoid damage to important structures and/or archaeological 
remains, should a discovery on site be made. 

14.0 CONTROL OF LIGHTING 

14.1 BASELINE 

14.1.1 The site is situated within the Leconfield Industrial Estate and personnel are working in 
industries located within the Estate. There are therefore existing sources of lighting 
already present.  

14.2 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

14.2.1 The construction works need to adhere to: 
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• The Lighting Engineers’ guidance notes for the reduction of light pollution55; 

• The provisions of BS 5489, Code of Practice for the Design of Road Lighting56; 

• Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended)46; and  

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which stipulates requirements 
in terms of any security lighting used to be in line with ILP guidance47. 

 

14.3 MITIGATION MEASURES 

14.3.1 The construction works will generally be carried out within daylight hours within the 
permitted working hours.. Any construction works will be carried out in accordance with 
best practice guidelines and the relevant legislation and policy identified above. 

14.3.2 There may be occasions where temporary lighting is required for occasional night time 
working or during the darker winter months and therefore the following mitigation 
measures will be implemented: 

• The use of construction lighting outside normal working hours should be limited and 
kept to the minimum necessary for workforce, public safety and/or security;  

• No artificial lighting should be placed in locations where it will cause light spillage on 
habitat corridors which are likely to be used by wildlife;  

• Any temporary lighting used should be installed such that illumination is minimised 
and directional so that it is focussed on the specific location/s where it is required; 
and,  

• Any temporary lighting should be switched off at all times when not required. 

15.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

15.1.1 This document sets out the CEMP for the site that the Principal Contractor must adhere to 
when undertaking construction works. A description of the planned works and the 
recommended environmental mitigation measures are set out, although it should be 
noted that this document is a live document. It will be kept on site for compliance and will 
be constantly reviewed by the Principal Contractor (i.e., every 6 months as a minimum) 
and updated following significant changes to the works, the working environment and/or 
as a result of an environmental incident. 

15.1.2 The following people will act as the key contact for the construction works to be carried 
out and they will be the main point of contact for any complaints which are received during 
the programme of works:  

 
55 https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2021/ 
56 https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/24400/cd136-bs-5489-1-design-of-road-lighting-2020.pdf 

https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2021/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/24400/cd136-bs-5489-1-design-of-road-lighting-2020.pdf
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• Client: Cumberland Council   

• Principal Contractor: Morgan Sindall 

• Site Manager: Morgan Sindall or appointed by Morgan Sindall. 
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APPENDIX 1: REASONABLE AVOIDANCE MEASURES (RAMS) REPORT 

Site: CMIQ – Proposed Hub 
Client: Copeland Borough Council 
Job Number: 784-B034942 
Survey Type(s): Reasonable Avoidance Measures Report 
Date of Review(s): June 2023 
File Location: \\lds-dc-vm-101\Data\Projects\784-B034942 CBC Leconfield Phase 1 

Proposed Works\60 Project Output\61 Work in Progress\Reasonable 
Avoidance Measures\Hub\  

INTRODUCTION 

BACKGROUND 

Tetra Tech was commissioned by Copeland Borough Council in April 2022 to provide Reasonable 
Avoidance Measures (RAM) for the proposed Hub. This will detail actions prior to vegetation 
clearance/habitat removal and will include appropriate timings for works. This report should be 
read in conjunction with the Cleator Moor Innovation Quarter (CMIQ) Proposed Hub Ecological 
Appraisal Report (Tetra Tech, 2022a) which the current proposal falls within.  

The purpose of the RAM’s report is to: 

• Detail the relevant legislation regarding protected and notable species that may be 
present on site; 

• Review the roles and responsibilities of contractors; 
• Detail general good practice measures; and 
• Detail working methods and reasonable avoidance measures that are to be adopted 

during site clearance.  

This report has been prepared by Consultant Ecologist Elizebeth Ferrier and updated by Graduate 
Ecologist Ashleigh Toomey and the conditions pertinent to it are provided in Appendix A. 

SITE LOCATION 

The proposed Hub site, hereinafter referred to as the ‘site’, is located in Cleator Moor and is 
centred at Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference NY 01570 15529 – see Figure 1 for site location 
plan. The site is 1.83 ha in size and is located within the boundary of the Main Leconfield Site / 
Leconfield Industrial Estate which is part of the Cleator Moor Innovation Quarter, towards the 
north-east side. Additionally the site also comprises the existing access road which runs through 
the centre of the Leconfield Industrial Estate.  

The proposed Hub site comprises hard standing / roads, unimproved neutral grassland, semi-
improved neutral grassland, marshy grassland, tall ruderal and broadleaved semi-natural and 
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plantation woodland. The land directly adjacent to the site consists of marshy grassland, amenity 
grassland, dense / continuous scrub, standing water and various buildings with associated 
hardstanding. 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

The proposed description of the development is as follows: 

The proposals consist of the erection of a mixed-use hub building with associated car park, road 
connection to the west and an access path to cycle C2C route to the north- east.  

The proposed site plan is shown in Appendix B (Drawing Reference: ZZ-DR-A-90003-SITE-
PROPOSED PLAN 1- 200).  Provisional works start date is January 2024. 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Reasonable Avoidance Measures Report will be distributed to all relevant personnel involved 
in the site construction works. An Ecological Clerk of Works (EcoW) will conduct a site walkover 
with the Biodiversity Champion at the beginning of the project to point out features and points of 
interest.  

BIODIVERSITY CHAMPION 

A Biodiversity Champion will be nominated to influence site activities during construction works in 
line with the recommendations of this report. The Biodiversity Champion does not need to be an 
ecologist but should be familiar with this report and have sufficient authority and presence on site 
to influence activities. Usually, a member of the lead contractor team takes this role during the site 
Construction Phase. The Biodiversity Champion nominated during the Construction Phase should 
have a regular site presence. Once management of the site is transferred into the Operational 
Phase, at the end of the Construction Phase, the role of Biodiversity Champion can be transferred 
to a new individual (such as the management agent or land agent).  

During the Construction Phase the role of a Biodiversity Champion is to provide advice to the 
construction teams on all pertinent ecological issues as highlighted by this document as well as 
preceding documents and to check that the ecological protection and mitigation measures, as 
specified in this document, are correctly implemented.  

General responsibilities of the Biodiversity Champion during the Construction Phase are: 

• Overseeing that all site contractors know to report any ecological concerns/issues to 
him/her/them; 

• Check and document that an overview of the site’s ecological constraints are 
included within the contractor inductions as appropriate; 

• Undertaking weekly checks of the retained habitats, which in this case is the 
woodland on the eastern boundary of the site; 
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• Organising repairs where necessary; 

• Supervising and monitoring the implementation and habitat creation measures as 
set out in this document; 

• Contacting an ecologist with uncertainties about ecological issues surrounding the 
development;  

• As site preparation works are scheduled during the nesting bird season (March-
September inclusive), the EcoW will undertake a nesting bird check in advance of any 
works that could impact an active nest. If a nesting bird is identified, to implement 
suitable working methods as advised by the EcoW; 

• Advising appropriate security lighting is used on site at all times; 

• Ensuring the lighting strategy for the site is implemented as outlined in this 
document; and 

• Advising that contractors are aware of and are able to recognise the invasive species 
present on site and implementing appropriate biosecurity measures to ensure that 
invasive species are not spread around the site or off site (see Section 4.6). 

 

General responsibilities of the Biodiversity Champion during the Operational Phase are: 

• Overseeing that the created habitats on site are managed as per the management 
plan;  

• Checking the success of new habitats and ensuring that remedial action is taken 
where necessary; and 

• Contacting ecologist or relevant organisation if any issues arise.  

Where additional issues are identified, or where it is considered that revised maintenance regimes 
are needed, the Biodiversity Champion should contact a suitably qualified ecologist who can make 
changes to management prescriptions as appropriate. The Biodiversity Champion will take 
photographs, make logbook entries of inspections and produce progress reports as appropriate to 
evidence that the above responsibilities are being upheld. This monitoring and review process will 
be carried out as an integral part of the overall management plan. 

CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITIES 

The contractor responsibilities include the following: 

• To adhere to the relevant provisions made within this document and the 
Construction Management Plan (CMP) prepared by the contractor; 

• To adhere to the biosecurity procedures for invasive species under the advice of the 
EcoW / Biodiversity Champion and 
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• To contact the Biodiversity Champion, and/or if necessary, the EcoW, regarding any 
uncertainties or activities that may impact on ecological features on site. 

GOOD PRACTICE GUIDELINES 

This section describes the general good practice activities to be carried out during the 
Construction Phase of the proposed development. These activities have been designed to reduce 
the likelihood that any negative impacts will occur to ecological receptors on or adjacent to the 
site.  

GENERAL GOOD PRACTICE 

To minimise the risk of harm to wildlife it is recommended that the below guidance is 
implemented into a Construction Management Plan (CMP) and be monitored by the Biodiversity 
Champion:  

• Contractors should design and implement a waste management plan in order to 
avoid causing death or injury to wildlife; 

• All excavations should be either covered at the end of the day (preferable) to prevent 
access and if this is not possible, they should be left with a ramp to allow anything 
which has fallen in with a means of escape; 

• All pipes over 200mm in diameter should be capped at night, to prevent animals, such 
as badgers, from entering; 

• A safe system for the correct storage of materials/chemicals on site should be 
implemented to ensure that materials are stored in a suitable manner as to avoid 
potential impacts on vegetation and fauna. This is particularly important with 
liquids/chemicals, which should not be stored near vegetated areas but stored on an 
impermeable base; 

• Daily checks of any excavations should be made by contractors prior to commencing 
work to ensure that no animals have become trapped in the excavations. Should a 
trapped protected/notable species be found within the works area, Tetra Tech 
ecologists should be immediately contacted for advice; and 

• To minimise disturbance of nocturnal species, night-time working should be avoided 
wherever possible and if necessary, light spill should be minimised and directed away 
from boundary vegetation. 

Please note that the Construction Management Plan was not available for review to inform 
this document. 

REASONABLE AVOIDANCE MEASURES 
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The following species may be present on site and should be considered during the site clearance 
and construction phases of the works: 

• Amphibians and reptiles 

• Bats 

• Badger Meles meles 

• Red squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 

• Birds 

• Invertebrates (including cinnabar moth) 

• Invasive species 

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES 

Four amphibian species were recorded onsite during surveys completed in Summer 2021: palmate 
newt Lissotriton helveticus, smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris, common frog Rana temporaria and 
common toad Bufo bufo were found within the grassland on or adjacent to site (Tetra Tech 2021a; 
2021b). Common lizard Zootoca vivipara were not observed onsite but are present within the 
wider site (Tetra Tech 2021b). 

All species of native reptiles are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended).  

As works are planned to start in January 2024, during the hibernation period, the site will be 
subject to de-risking of potential hibernation habitat before the end of October 2023 (and ideally 
outside of the nesting bird season, from end of September 2023). Please refer to Figure 2 for 
locations of potential hibernation habitat and activities required. The Reasonable avoidance 
measures (RAMs) and pre-construction de-risking activities are also set out below: 

• A toolbox talk must be provided to the contractors at the start of the works. The 
toolbox talk will detail any RAM’s specific to amphibians and reptiles and should also 
mention other animals that may be encountered on site during works, such as 
hedgehog. 

• Any site clearance works, including vegetation removal above and below ground (e.g. 
scrub roots), removal of natural /artificial refugia and breaking ground must be 
undertaken during the amphibian active season (March - end October during periods 
of suitable weather) to avoid impacting on hibernating amphibians and reptiles. 

• Immediately prior to site clearance works, an ECoW should finger-tip search and 
check all of the refugia and sheltering places for animals. This will then be followed 
by the removal of the refugia/habitat under the supervision of the ECoW as follows: 

o Grassland & bare ground 
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Moderate reptile suitability. Artificial refugia present in grassland, to be checked 
by ECoW and hand removed, immediately prior to directional strimming (towards 
woodland or habitat outside the site boundary. ECoW to finger-tip search longer 
grasslands prior to strimming.  
 

o Spoil 
Spoil mounds to be checked by ECoW and removed by contractors under ECoW 
supervision.  
 

o Grassland & woodland edge 
ECoW to finger-tip search longer grasslands prior to strimming, including ruderal 
vegetation along fenceline. Directional strimming (towards woodland or habitat 
outside the site boundary).  
 

o Scrub removal 
Includes areas of scattered scrub and continuous scrub. Scrub removal with 
stumps and lower parts retained 30cm above the ground level. Brash to be 
immediately removed from the site. The retained stumps to be subject to finger-tip 
search by ECoW prior to removal. After stumps have been grubbed out, remaining 
vegetation should be directional strimmed.  
 

• Uninjured animals encountered at any time during site clearance works should be 
carefully handled using gloved hands and moved to a retained area of habitat a 
suitable distance from machinery and site works. Any injured animals should be 
taken to a vet or wildlife clinic. The incident should then be reported to the ECoW. 
Contact an ecologist for ECoW advice. 

• Any pipes stored, or installed on-site, with a diameter of greater than 200mm should 
be covered or capped at night to reduce the risk of animals becoming trapped inside. 

BATS 

No roosts were identified within the Proposed Hub boundary, however the woodland located to 
the north and north-west of the boundary contains several trees with bat roosting suitability 
(three with low suitability and one with moderate suitability - see Figure 1 for locations and Tetra 
Tech, 2021c for further detail).  

There were nine trees identified to be removed in the Leconfield Tree Survey Report (Cumberland 
Council, 2023), including four within the site boundary. None of these trees were identified as 
having suitability for bats in the CMIQ Bat Roost Assessment Report (Tetra Tech, 2021c) and it was 
confirmed that conditions had not changed on a site visit 1st June 2023.  

Based on current proposals none of the trees with bat roost suitability will be impacted, however if 
there are any changes to the layout and if any of the trees identified as low suitability are proposed 



Leconfield ‘The Hub’ 
CEMP 

58 
tetratecheurope.com 

for removal, these can be felled using a precautionary method of either soft felling or sectional 
dismantling, using reasonable avoidance measures as described below: 

• The tree will be subject to a nesting bird check immediately prior to felling (if felled 
during the nesting bird season); 

• A pre-works inspection of any accessible features undertaken initially by a suitably 
qualified licensed bat ecologist climber (Level 2 or above), provided no bats are 
encountered the works can proceed under supervision of the licensed bat ecologist 
(Level 2 bat licence or above); 

• The tree will be felled using soft felling techniques or sectional dismantling (as 
confirmed by the licensed bat ecologist): 

o Soft felling involves placing a layer of material such as brash from vegetation 
removal works under the tree or feature for the tree to fall on. This method also 
includes placing cuts below the limbs to allow the limbs to fold under the tree 
rather than crush. This feature has its limitations such as the high disturbance 
on the feature. The method is also unsuitable for removing features such as 
hazard beams. 

o Sectional dismantling involves the dismantling of a tree using a rigging rope or 
a crane to lower the selected feature from the tree rather than allowing the 
section to fall under its own weight. This method offers far greater control and 
allows features to be removed safely. Most types of features can be removed 
using this method including stem features if the full tree is being removed. Once 
the features have been removed from the tree, felling can continue using 
standard felling techniques. 

Once the section(s) containing the potential bat roost feature has come to the ground it should be 
inspected by the licensed bat ecologist. If bats are present the feature should then be left for at 
least 48 hours with the feature facing upwards to allow any bats still present to disperse and 
advice sought immediately from the licensed bat ecologist. 

If the tree with moderate bat roost suitability is proposed for removal, further survey and 
assessment will be required to inform works. This will include detailed inspection of features at 
height by a suitably qualified, licensed bat ecologist climber. Following the detailed inspection 
survey, further presence / absence surveys may be recommended (these may comprise nocturnal 
dusk emergence / dawn re-entry surveys or further detailed inspection at height at an appropriate 
time interval). 

A Sensitive Lighting Strategy has been produced by JH Partners (2023) (Cleator Moor Innovation 
Quarter, Innovation Hub, External Lighting, Rev 2).  

The bat sensitive area is considered to be along the woodland edge and light spill has been 
reduced as far as possible in these areas. There is one exception, to the south of the site, where 
police have specifically requested higher light levels to deter crime for public health & safety. The 
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majority of the woodland edge will be avoided in terms of light spill. The lighting strategy must 
include the following: 

• The Bat Sensitive area is lit with luminaires c/w 2700K Very Warm White LED’s which 
is preferable for bats in accordance with best practice guidance. LED are the most 
appropriate type of light fitting for bats (more directional; can be focused using 
lenses and reflectors; has no UV output therefore less likely to disrupt foraging) 

• Most columns across the site are at 6m in height, except for the Bat Sensitive area 
where column height has been reduced to 4m 

• The C5/Q4 lantern has a FW forward throw optic so that 80% of its light is thrown 
forward as standard & an internal back light shield and an external back light shield 
to optimize directional lighting.  

• Bollards have been used where possible to illuminate the cycle racks as this 
minimises the spill light in comparison to other options.   

BADGER  

Badgers are protected and so are the setts (burrows) they occupy. Under the Protection of Badgers 
Act 1992, in England and Wales it is an offence to: 

• Wilfully kill, injure or take a badger (or attempt to do so);  

• Cruelly ill-treat a badger; 

• Dig for a badger; 

• Intentionally or recklessly damage or destroy a badger sett, or obstruct access to it;  

• Cause a dog to enter a badger sett; 

• Disturb a badger when it is occupying a sett. 

No badger setts or other signs of badger were recorded within the site (or within a 50m radius of 
the site), however as there is suitable habitat on site.   

Reasonable Avoidance Measures  

• A pre-works badger check will be undertaken by ECoW at least three months prior to 
works commencing (e.g. September – beginning of October 2023). 

• Identifying badger signs will be included in the toolbox talk conducted by EcoW, so 
contractors can alert the licensed ecologist if found. If a badger sett is found during 
works, an application for a license to disturb or destroy the sett may be required to 
be completed and approved by Natural England, to avoid contravention of 
legislation. 

BIRDS 
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All wild birds, their nests and eggs are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended).  

It is understood that some trees/shrubs will be cleared in advance of the works start date (January 
2024) and therefore must be subject to reasonable avoidance measures. Any works impacting 
nesting habitat undertaken between March and September inclusive will be subject to a nesting 
bird check immediately prior to vegetation clearance/refurbishment of building (within 48 hours) 
by the ECoW.  

Once complete, a 48-hour window will allow for the area to me made unsuitable for nesting in the 
area checked. If these works in the checked area are not completed within 48h, a further 
inspection may be required (Tetra Tech, 2022). 

If a nesting bird is identified, all works within a suitable buffer of the nesting site must cease until 
the young have fledged/nesting ends. The size of the buffer will depend on the species of bird and 
will be confirmed by the ECoW. 

INVERTEBRATES 

The wider site supports bird’s foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus the foodplant of the dingy skipper 
Erynnis tages butterfly and ragwort Jacobaea vulgaris the food plant of cinnabar moth. Dingy 
skipper caterpillars are present from mid-August – end of March and cinnabar moth caterpillars 
are present from July – early September. 

An area of grassland that contains these foodplants has been subject to translocation as detailed 
in the CMIQ Habitat and Landscape Management Plan (HLMP) by Copeland Borough Council 
Estates team.  

Reasonable avoidance measures for dingy skipper and cinnabar moth caterpillars and foodplants 
will not be required as works will be undertaken in January/winter season when food plants will 
not be in leaf.  

RED SQUIRRELS 

Red squirrels are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) against 
killing, injuring or taking, damaging, destruction or obstruction of access to a drey or any other 
structure in which a red squirrel may use for shelter; and disturbance when occupying a place for 
shelter or protection.  

The site is unlikely to support red squirrel breeding, with no evidence recorded during the survey 
(Tetra Tech, 2021a), however there is suitable habitat within the wider CMIQ site therefore a 
precautionary check of suitable habitat will be undertaken prior to works. 

Reasonable avoidance measures include:  

The EcoW will check Woodland W1, W4, W5 and W6 (see Figure 1 for location) and any other 
suitable habitat for signs of red squirrels during 3 months prior to works starting, at the same time 
as badger checks (e.g. September – beginning of October 2023).  
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INVASIVE SPECIES 

An invasive non-native species (INNS) walkover survey was carried out in June 2021 (Tetra Tech 
2021c) in order to assess any INNS within the site. One plant species listed on Schedule 9 of the 
W&CA were recorded during the 2021 and 2023 survey: 

• Wall cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis 

The locations of INNS within the site boundary are marked on Figure 1. An update site visit was 
carried out in June 2023 and confirmed there were no changes to INNS distribution or species 
identified. 

Recommended working practices to prevent further spread include: 

• All invasive species on site should be clearly marked and buffer zone of 3m 
highlighted. 

• All operatives should be provided a toolbox talk given by an invasive species 
contractor. 

• Wash-down areas should be provided to clean boots and tools as soon as contractors 
leave the area. 

Management options which could be implemented to control invasive cotoneaster species at the 
site and to allow remediation and redevelopment/construction work to be undertaken in 
accordance with legislation have been outlined in the INNS report (Tetra Tech 2021c).  

The following options outline some possible methods of eradicating invasive cotoneaster species 
from the site. A combination of different techniques may be required within the same site to fully 
eradicate the plant (Bond, 2003). In the case of this site, three options are considered which are 
detailed below. Other control methods may be applicable; therefore, it is highly recommended 
that a specialist contractor be employed to develop a bespoke treatment strategy. Management 
options for cotoneaster species are as follows:  

• Option 1: Mechanical and landfill  

• Option 2: Chemical control  

As the development is likely to require extensive groundworks, it is recommended that the main 
method of control is Option 2 Mechanical and Burned on site. This will allow the development to 
proceed without the significant delays that might be encountered if just chemical control is used. 
As the site is relatively large, burning of the rootstocks is considered a viable option and would 
avoid the additional cost of landfill. Option 3 Chemical Control could be used in combination with 
Option 2, to control the invasive cotoneaster species.  
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RECOMMENDED TIMINGS OF WORK 

Table 1 highlights the anticipated timetable for completion of Reasonable avoidance measures during construction. The nominated Biodiversity 
Champion will be responsible for undertaking these actions or organising for these actions to be undertaken. 

Table 1: Timetable for completion of management and monitoring of tasks. 

Works Phase Species Relevant 
Legislation 

Ecological Activity Timeframe/Time of 
Year 

Task 
Complete 

(to be 
completed 

be 
contractor) 

Pre-
construction 

 

 

 
- - 

Nomination of Biodiversity Champion. 

 

 

Prior to instruction 
works  

 

 

Pre-
construction 

 

Biodiversity Champion to meet with EcoW to discuss 
document.  

Prior to construction 
works commencing 

 

Pre-
construction Cinnabar 

moth & dingy 
skipper and 
species-rich 

NERC Section 41 
(S41) species, 
rare and notable 
species 
(Cinnabar moth 

Translocation of grassland section Undertaken by 
CBC estates team under supervision of EcoW. 

Prior to site clearance 
in autumn 2023 

Completed 
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Works Phase Species Relevant 
Legislation 

Ecological Activity Timeframe/Time of 
Year 

Task 
Complete 

(to be 
completed 

be 
contractor) 

grassland 
sward 

and Dingy 
skipper are S41 
species and 
Dingy skipper is 
IUCN Red List 
Post 2002 
Vulnerable) 

Pre-
construction 

Badger; Red 
Squirrel  

W&CA 

Protection of 
Badgers Act 
1992. 

 

Badger check and red squirrel drey check, 3-months 
prior to works  

September – 
beginning of October 
2023 

 

Pre-
Construction 

Amphibians 
and reptiles;  
and 
Invasive 
species. 

W&CA 

 

See Figure 2 for the areas subject to Pre-
Construction De-Risking activities. 
 
Grassland and woodland edge. ECoW to finger-tip 
search longer grasslands prior to strimming, 
including ruderal vegetation along fence line. 

De-risking activities 
undertaken before 
the end of October 
2023, to allow works 
in January 2024  
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Works Phase Species Relevant 
Legislation 

Ecological Activity Timeframe/Time of 
Year 

Task 
Complete 

(to be 
completed 

be 
contractor) 

Directional strimming (towards woodland or habitat 
outside the site boundary).  

Scrub removal with stumps and lower parts retained 
30cm above the ground level. Brash to be 
immediately removed from site. The retained 
stumps to be subject to finger-tip search by ECoW 
prior to removal. After stumps have been grubbed 
out, remaining vegetation should be directional 
strimmed.  

Spoil mounds to be checked by ECoW and removed 
by contractor under the direct ECOW supervision. 

Identification of invasive species and advising on the 
demarcation of suitable buffer. 

Pre-
Construction  

Amphibians 
and reptiles;  
Badgers; 
Invertebrates;  

W&CA 

Protection of 
Badgers Act 
1992. 

Toolbox talk to include; 
• Detailing in the RAM’s; 
• Identification of badger signs; 
• Identification of bats; 

Immediately prior to 
works starting in 
January 2024 
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Works Phase Species Relevant 
Legislation 

Ecological Activity Timeframe/Time of 
Year 

Task 
Complete 

(to be 
completed 

be 
contractor) 

Red squirrel; 
and 
Invasive 
species. 

  • Identification of red squirrel; 
• Procedure if animals are found; 
• Biosecurity measures (e.g. alerting the 

contractors to any invasive species identified 
on site and their buffer zones). 

Construction  

 

 

 

 

Bat Conservation of 
Habitats and 
Species 
Regulations 2017 
(as amended) 
and  

W&CA 

Any security lighting required to be in line with ILLP 
guidance with regard to bats. 

 

Maintained 
throughout 
Construction Phase 

 

 

Construction  Invasive 
species  

W&CA Site workers to be aware of potential presence of 
invasive species, and report any infestations to 
Biodiversity Champion. 

During construction  

Construction  - - Implement best practice measures to protect 
wildlife and habitats during site works. 

Entire construction 
period 
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CONCLUSION 

There should be no ecological constraint to construction works if the provided RAM’s are 
implemented throughout works. Any queries are to be directed to the relevant contact as detailed 
in Section 7.  

USEFUL LOCAL CONTACTS 

Table 2 below provides useful local contacts which may be of use.  

Table 2: Local contacts of ecological and animal welfare organisations. 

Organisation Contact 

Tetra Tech  Tetra Tech  
Lakeland Business Park 
Lamplugh Rd 
Cockermouth  
CA13 0QT 
Email: Ecology.Cumbria@tetratech.com 
Tel: 01900 898600 
 
Bat related queries: 
Candice Howe 
0777 316 6760 
candice.howe@tetratech.com  
 
ECoW/ non-bat related Queries: 
Elizebeth Ferrier  
07890 398 620 
elizebeth.wilcox@tetratech.com 

Local Council  Copeland Council  
Grassland translocation and management plan 
queries: 
Open spaces manager at Copeland Council 
Emanuel Flecken 
emanuel.flecken@copeland.gov.uk 

Local Ecology Records Centre  Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre  
CBDC 
Herbert Atkinson House 
13 Abbey Street 
Carlisle 
CA3 8TX 
Email: info@cbdc.org.uk  
Tel: 01228 618732   

Bat Conservation Trust/Local Bat 
Group 

Cumberland Bat Group 
Emergency Batline: 0345 1300 228 

mailto:candice.howe@tetratech.com
mailto:elizebeth.wilcox@tetratech.com
mailto:emanuel.flecken@copeland.gov.uk
mailto:info@cbdc.org.uk
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Organisation Contact 

Wildlife Hospital  Knoxwood Wildlife Rescue Trust 
Knox Wood Thornby Moor 
Wigton  
CA7 0LA 
Tel: 016973 43812 

Local Wildlife Trust Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
Crook Rd  
Kendal  
LA8 8LX 
Email: mail@cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk  
Tel: 01539 816300 

mailto:mail@cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk
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FIGURES 

Figure 1 – Ecological Features and Constraints – Proposed Hub 

Figure 2 – De-risking Activities Amphibians and Reptiles – Proposed Hub   
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APPENDIX A – REPORT CONDITIONS 

This Report has been prepared using reasonable skill and care for the sole benefit of Avison Young(“the 
Client”) for the proposed uses stated in the report by Tetra Tech Limited (“Tetra Tech”). Tetra Tech 
exclude all liability for any other uses and to any other party. The report must not be relied on or 
reproduced in whole or in part by any other party without the copyright holder’s permission. 

No liability is accepted or warranty given for; unconfirmed data, third party documents and information 
supplied to Tetra Tech or for the performance, reliability, standing etc of any products, services, 
organisations or companies referred to in this report. Tetra Tech does not purport to provide specialist 
legal, tax or accounting advice. 

The report refers, within the limitations stated, to the environment of the site in the context of the 
surrounding area at the time of the inspections'. Environmental conditions can vary and no warranty is 
given as to the possibility of changes in the environment of the site and surrounding area at differing 
times. No investigative method can eliminate the possibility of obtaining partially imprecise, incomplete 
or not fully representative information. Any monitoring or survey work undertaken as part of the 
commission will have been subject to limitations, including for example timescale, seasonal and weather-
related conditions. Actual environmental conditions are typically more complex and variable than the 
investigative, predictive and modelling approaches indicate in practice, and the output of such 
approaches cannot be relied upon as a comprehensive or accurate indicator of future conditions. The 
“shelf life” of the Report will be determined by a number of factors including; its original purpose, the 
Client’s instructions, passage of time, advances in technology and techniques, changes in legislation etc. 
and therefore may require future re-assessment.   

The whole of the report must be read as other sections of the report may contain information which puts 
into context the findings in any executive summary. 

The performance of environmental protection measures and of buildings and other structures in relation 
to acoustics, vibration, noise mitigation and other environmental issues is influenced to a large extent by 
the degree to which the relevant environmental considerations are incorporated into the final design and 
specifications and the quality of workmanship and compliance with the specifications on site during 
construction. Tetra Tech accept no liability for issues with performance arising from such factors. 
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APPENDIX B – RELEVANT DRAWINGS (CMIQ-NOR-HUB-ZZ-DR-A-90003 - SITE - 
PROPOSED PLAN 1-200 (1)) 
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APPENDIX C – TOOLBOX SIGN IN  

Name  Date  Signature  
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APPENDIX 2: AIR QUALITY ASSESSMENT 
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APPENDIX 3: NOISE IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
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