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Tree Survey and Methodology 
 
A tree survey of the trees within or in close proximity to the site was prepared on the 
2nd September 2020 all in accordance with BS5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, 
Demolition and Construction - Recommendations. 
 
A detailed site topographical survey had also been prepared upon which all relevant 
tree survey information has been imported to produce the Tree Survey Plans – 
shadow and no shadow. 
 
The survey was undertaken from ground level. No excavations were carried out or 
soil or root samples taken. If a more detailed assessment / inspection of any 
particular aspect was deemed necessary, it has been noted in the survey schedule. 
No aerial inspections or invasive probings or drillings have been undertaken. 

Retention values were evaluated following guidance within Table 1 of BS5837 – 
‘Cascade Chart for Tree Quality Assessment.’ This specifies four main categories. 

1. CAT A – Trees of high quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of 
at least 40 years. Items that could make a substantial long term contribution 
to the area. 

2. CAT B – Trees of moderate quality with an estimated remaining life 
expectancy of at least 20 years. Specimens that are still of sufficient quality to 
make a substantial contribution to the area. 

3. CAT C – Trees of low quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at 
least 10 years or young trees with a stem diameter below 150mm. All items 
within this category could be retained but would not be expected to impose a 
significant constraint on development. 

4. CAT U – Trees in such a condition that they cannot be realistically retained as 
living trees in the context of the current land use for longer than 10 years. 
They can however have existing or potential conservation value which it 
might be desirable to preserve. 

 
Management recommendations have been indicated where considered appropriate 
and necessary to promote tree health and viability and maintain an acceptable level 
of safety in respect of existing site conditions and the knowledge that development 
is proposed. 
 
General Description of Site and Surroundings 
 
The site and surroundings have been indicated in detail within other plans / 
submissions. 
 
In respect of arboricultural issues, trees and hedges exist predominantly to the north 
eastern section of the site where they have been retained in areas of previously 
managed open space, all of which is now neglected and in poor condition. 
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An inspection of the site or review of the Tree Survey Report will indicate that the 
two larger sycamore and single Elm tree under consideration are in comparatively 
poor condition and not considered to be of a quality or potential that would merit 
any long term retention. 
 
The two younger sycamore have reasonable vitality but are of a size and age where it 
would be considered that removal and replacement planting would be acceptable. 
 
The hedge is of minimal value and would almost certainly be lost in any site 
remediation exercise. 
 
At present all trees are reasonably protected whilst the site is being utilised as a 
construction compound but, any future remediation / clearance works would 
inevitably result in the loss of all material to achieve a reasonable development. 
 
Soils within the area and / or the site have not been analysed however, the 
establishment of trees within the area indicate soils are probably within the neutral 
to acid range and not permanently waterlogged. The size and growth rates of the 
general tree population also suggest that soils are relatively fertile and the local 
microclimates reasonably mild and / or sheltered. 
 
 
Description of Proposed Construction 
 
All such issues have been fully addressed in associated submissions prepared by 
Gleeson Homes & Regeneration. 
 
 
Designation Relating to Trees 
 
The status of the trees under consideration is not known. As such, no works should 
be undertaken without due notification to and consent from the Local Authority. 
 
The potential effect of construction on trees whether statutorily protected or not is a 
material consideration that is taken into account in dealing with planning 
applications.  
 
Although the items may be afforded statutory protection, such an order imposes no 
duty on the owners of the tree affected to carry out pruning or other maintenance, 
either to any particular standard or at all. 
 
This must be a matter for the owners’ discretion, subject to the duties laid upon him 
or her by the common law. If a local authority wishes to encourage such works to be 
carried out, it must do so by permission, through the offer of grants or possibly by 
the imposition of conditions on consents. 
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Current Situation 
 
Management of the various trees identified –appears to have been non-existent / 
limited in recent years with all specimens under consideration having been left 
untouched. 
 
The presence of trees in locations close to 3rd party land does however generate an 
obligation of safety to third parties and such obligations may necessitate future 
management requirements should any trees be retained. It is probable however that 
any such works will only be implemented as and when deemed necessary. 
 
The location of the trees to the boundary has permitted the creation of a spacious, 
open central environment with good sunlight penetration. 
 
Implications of Development 
 
1. Direct Loss of Trees. 
 
To undertake the construction of the proposed dwellings, the following trees require 
removal. 
 
 

BS5837 CAT TREE No’s TOTAL 

Cat – A 
High Quality 

None 0 

Cat – B 
Moderate Quality 

None 0 

Cat – C 
Low Quality 

T1, T2, T3, T4, T5 & 
H1 

5 trees and 1 hedge. 

Cat – U 
Poor Quality 

None 0 

 
 
The loss of these trees will have a moderate impact upon the local environment when viewed 
from public areas outside the site – all of which can be mitigated by new landscape planting. 
 

 
Indirect Construction Impacts in General. 
 
As stated previously all remaining trees and hedges will be cleared from the site for 
development purposes. 
 
Replanting will be implemented all as indicated on the submitted plans and such 
material will mitigate any losses and introduce a new and appropriate treescape to 
the local environment. 
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Construction will inevitably cause some damage and disturbance to soils and soil 
structure within the replanting areas. 
 
Protection of these soils could be considered but, due to the extent of the 
development and inevitable access required, such options are not realistic. 
 
It would simply be proposed therefore that all replanting areas are suitably 
excavated and soil improvements implemented before insertion of new stock so as 
to maximise viability and establishment. 
 
The implementation of such practices will have a positive impact on the continuation 
of a secure and healthy tree cover. 
 
Construction Methodology / Arboricultural Method Statement. 
 
Due to the loss of all remaining trees from the site, there is no requirement for any 
construction or arboricultural method statements to assist in the protection of 
retained trees. 
 
Proximity of Trees to Structures. 
 
New trees have been positioned to allow for future growth without conflict with 
structures and / or light availability to dwellings and useable garden areas. 
 
The proposed units will have good light availability, and any future concerns relating 
to perceived threats or shade would not be considered an issue.  
 
Species selection would be appropriate for the individual locations and an 
acceptable juxtaposition achieved. 
 
In respect of seasonal nuisances, it would not be considered that selected species or 
locations would create any conflicts that could result in tree loss in future years. 
 
In consideration of the foregoing assessments, it is considered that there will be 
beneficial visual impacts generated by the new plantings. 
 
Services 
 
The location of services into or out of the units would be expected to simply follow 
the road network and will therefore have no impact upon the expected root 
protection areas of the new plantings. 
 
There will therefore be neutral impact caused by the provision of services. 
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Post Construction 
 
Should the dwellings be constructed, the new landscaping and tree planting will be 
managed as part of the overall local environment to promote visual amenity and 
maintain acceptable levels of safety and accessibility. Such actions will promote tree 
health and viability and will maximise the potential of the treescape. 
 
It is therefore considered that there will be no post development pressures resulting 
in impacts on the future potential of the local treescape. 
 
Conclusions 
 
From the foregoing information it can be reasonably concluded that all trees require 
removal for site remediation and the construction of the proposed dwellings. 
 
The replanting proposals have considered the design and layout of the dwellings and 
will permit the new dwellings to exist without conflict with retained trees. The 
juxtaposition of the structures to trees will have no material impacts, the need for 
regular pruning regimes will be avoided, and seasonal nuisances minimised. 
 
All services can be connected and / or installed without impacting upon the 
replacement planting. 
 
Post construction impacts have been considered which indicate that the treescape 
will be positively managed resulting in the continuing health and viability of the local 
treescape.  
 
It is reasonable to conclude therefore that in respect of arboricultural issues should 
the proposed construction proceed there is likely to be no material impact on the 
future viability of the replacement treescape.  
 
Iain Tavendale F.Arbor.A 
 
September 2020 
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 Note:  
All tree surgery and felling works detailed should be carried out to a standard, the minimum of which is specified in BS3998:2010 Tree Work - Recommendations.  
 
Contractors should be suitably qualified and experienced to an acceptable standard. They should also be aware that if during operations any defects become apparent 
that would not have been immediately obvious to the Consultant, that such defects should be notified immediately and confirmed in writing within a reasonable period.  
 
All observations and recommendations only relate to the site and the trees as they were at the time of inspection. Should severe climatic or environmental events or 
changes take place, it may be necessary to reassess the situation so as to ensure an acceptable and continuing level of safety.  
 
Should the inspection have taken place during the dormant season, this will have simplified the inspection of the high crowns and canopies. It will not have been 
possible however to ascertain either leaf size, colour or density which, can be classic indicators of stress or root associated disorders.  
 
The survey has also been prepared in the knowledge that some form of development may occur on the site. As such, some of the recommendations put forward could 
be considered unnecessary were the site simply left as it presently exists.  
 
Furthermore, should development be approved, it may be necessary to reassess and amend this document upon completion of all construction operations to ensure 
that trees, properties and people can all safely co-exist.  
 
All tree numbers refer to those indicated on the attached site drawing. Dimensions of any trees off site may have been estimated if access was not possible.  
 
The report unless stated otherwise, is of a preliminary nature in that the trees were not climbed but inspected from ground level, and no soil or timber samples have 
been taken for analysis.  
 

A copy of the Consultant's General Conditions of Contract are attached. These form the basis upon which all services and information are provided. 



KEY: 
 
Tree No. - Tree Number – to be recorded on tree survey plan where necessary. 
 
Species – common and scientific names, where possible. 
 
Height – overall height of the tree in metres 
 
Stem Dia - Stem diameter – in millimetres at 1.5m above adjacent ground level (on sloping ground to be taken on the upslope side of the tree base) or 
immediately above the root flare for multi stemmed trees. 
 
Branch spread – in metres taken at the four cardinal points to derive an accurate representation of the crown (to be recorded on the tree survey plan where 
necessary). 
 
Height of cc - Height of crown clearance – in metres above adjacent ground level to inform on ground clearance, crown stem ratio and shading). Where 
considered desirable, first significant branch and direction of growth e.g. 2.4-N 
 
Age class – young (Y), Middle aged (MA), mature (M), over mature (OM) & veteran (V). 
 
Physiological condition – e.g. good (g), fair (f), poor (p) & dead (d). 
 
Structural condition – e.g. collapsing, the presence of decay and any physical defect. 
 
Preliminary management recommendations – including further investigations of suspected defects that require more detailed assessment and potential for 
wildlife habitat. 
 
ERC - Estimated remaining contribution – in years, <10, 10+, 20+, 40+. 
 
Cat grade - Category grade – U or A to C (see Table 1) to be recorded in plan on the tree survey plan where appropriate. 
 
RPA – Root protection area calculated from BS5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction – Recommendations in sq/m’s. Where 
indicated, dimensions of radius of circle or sides of square based around centre point of trunk calculated for design purposes. 
 
RP – Remedially prune: remove significant dead wood, basal & epicormic shoots, broken, crossing and rubbing branches etc and undertake light reshaping if 
necessary to improve form and balance/ abate actual or potential nuisance. Ensure adequate clearances over highway (5.2m) and footpath (2.4m) 
 
# - estimated dimensions (e.g. for off-site or otherwise inaccessible trees where accurate data cannot be recovered). 





Inspector: Iain Tavendale Site; Former Orgill School, Croadalla Avenue,

Egremont, Cumbria, CA22.
Date of Inspection: 2nd September 2020

Tree 

No.
Species H'gt.

Stem 

Dia.

H'gt of 

C.C.

1st 

Branch 

@

Age 

Class
PC Structural Condition

Preliminary Management 

Recommendations
ERC

Cat 

Grade

RPA 

Sq.m's

RPA 

Circle of 

Radii / 

m's

T1 Sycamore 7 375

N         

E         

S          

W 

4.7

6.5

4.8

4

2 1.5NE M F/P

Approx. 50% bark loss to main trunk. 

Some wound tissue formation but will 

never achieve full compartmentalisation. 

1st limb to NE damaged with incipient 

decay adjacent to fork. Decurrent form. 

Thin / sparse canopy. Small leaves. 

Limited potential.

Preferable to fell and 

implement new landscape 

planting.

10 C2 63.63 4.5

T2 Elm 6 300

N         

E         

S          

W 

5

3.9

3.6

3.8

0 EM F

Probably twin stemmed but stem to west 

cut back leaving badly pruned stump with 

incipient decay. Some random regrowth 

all of poor form. Remaining stem biased 

to east. Low vitality. Minor dead wood, 

old branch stumps and similar all typical 

of species. Susceptible to Dutch Elm 

Disease.

Preferable to fell and 

implement new landscape 

planting.

10 C2 40.72 3.6

T3 Sycamore 6 150

N         

E         

S          

W 

3

1.5

2

2

2 1.5NE Y F
Reasonable vitality. Mutually suppressed 

with T4. Probably self set. 

Preferable to fell and 

implement new landscape 

planting.

10 C2 10.18 1.8

T4 Sycamore 6 125

N         

E         

S          

W 

2

1

1

1.5

2.5 3N Y F
Reasonable vitality. Mutually suppressed 

with T3. Probably self set. 

Preferable to fell and 

implement new landscape 

planting.

10 C2 7.07 1.5

T5 Sycamore 12 500

N         

E         

S          

W 

5.7

5.6

5.3

5

4 M F

Stem bifurcates at 1.3m. Large wound 

with incipient decay below main fork to 

North. Other occluded and partially 

occluded pruning wounds to stem also 

with early decay. Reasonable form and 

balance.

Remove or retain in 

accordance with 

development proposals. 

Has limited potential and 

removal and replanting 

would be a pro-active 

management proposal.

10 C2 113.11 6

Branch 

Spread

Iain Tavendale F.Arbor.A.

Arboricultural Consultants Page 1/2 Gleeson Homes.



Inspector: Iain Tavendale Site; Former Orgill School, Croadalla Avenue,

Egremont, Cumbria, CA22.
Date of Inspection: 2nd September 2020

H1 Privet 2.5 75

N         

E         

S          

W 

0.75 0 M F Reasonably well cut boundary feature. 

Remove or retain in 

accordance with 

development proposals.

10 C2 2.55 0.9

Iain Tavendale F.Arbor.A.

Arboricultural Consultants Page 2/2 Gleeson Homes.
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