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Ecology Team Consultation Response 

Date:  11.12.2025 

Planning Ref: 4/25/2412/0F1 

Description: Proposed change of use from former public house to a short-term holiday letting property 
including internal alterations and demolition/rebuilding of rear extensions. Plus installation 
of garden pod building to rear of the site. 

Suggested Planning Conditions 

Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 

A CEMP should be produced to detail the procedures for protecting the environment during construction 

to address the following points (but not limited to): 

• Pollution prevention control 

• Dust mitigation 

• Impaction of habitats 

• Species protection during construction (see below) 

• A sensitive lighting scheme for bats and other wildlife 

The CEMP must also include the removal of the Cotoneaster. As such it is recommended that cotoneaster 

is be dug up, including roots, and disposed of in line with appropriate controlled waste measures, or 

controlled during construction works to prevent the spread off-site.  

Breeding Birds 

Works should be completed outside of the breeding bird period (March – August inclusive). If this is not 

possible a breeding bird check should be carried out no more than 48 hours prior to the planned 

development to ensure no birds and their nests are present. If active nests are discovered an appropriate 

buffer zone should be established and works within that area ceased until the young have naturally 

fledged. 

Small Mammals 

All development work should be carried out with care to avoid small mammals such as hedgehogs. 

Contractors should be briefed about the potential presence of hedgehogs and a precautionary working 

method will be implemented during construction, including the following measures:  
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• Any excavations will be covered overnight, or a ramp will be installed to enable any trapped 

animals to escape.  

• The use of night-time lighting will be avoided, or sensitive lighting design will be implemented to 

avoid light spill on to retained habitats which hedgehogs could use.  

• Any chemicals or pollutants used or created by the development should be stored and disposed 

of correctly according to COSHH regulations.  

If any hedgehogs are found in the working area these should be allowed to disperse of their own accord 

or, if at immediate risk, should be moved by hand to a sheltered, vegetated area away from disturbance.  

Bats 

A bats-specific lighting scheme will be designed during construction to minimise light impact. This should 

be in line with the guidance note for Bats and Artificial Lighting (Bat Conservation Trust, 2023). 

Herptiles 

Owing to the nature of the proposed development and the low potential for impacts to great crested 

newts, further surveys are considered to be disproportionate. A precautionary working method will be 

implemented for common amphibians during construction, including the following measures:  

• Vegetation is to be maintained to a short sward to deter amphibians from the working area.  

• Any rubble piles will be dismantled by hand and debris and brash will be stored on pallets or 

removed from the site to prevent amphibians from utilising these areas.  

• Best practice pollution prevention measures will be implemented to minimise impacts to nearby 

aquatic habitats that amphibians could use.  

• Any chemicals or pollutants used or created by the development should be stored and disposed 

of correctly according to COSHH regulations.  

• If any common amphibians are found in the working area these should be allowed to disperse of 

their own accord or, if at immediate risk, should be moved by hand to a sheltered, vegetated area 

away from disturbance.  

• In the unlikely event that a great crested newt is identified, works must cease and advise must be 

sought from a suitably qualified ecologist.  
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Enhancements 

Bee Bricks 

The incorporation of bee bricks (e.g. Ibstock BeeHabitat or similar alternative brand) into the fabric of the 

new extension would provide sheltering opportunities for pollinators.  

Bird Boxes 

The installation of a minimum of two bird boxes on retained buildings will provide additional nesting habitat 

for birds e.g.: 

• Schwegler No 17 Swift Nest Box (buildings)  

• Schwegler 1SP Sparrow Terrace (buildings)  

Bat Boxes 

The installation of one bat box, incorporated into the fabric of the new extension will provide additional roosting 

habitat for bats e.g.: 

• Habibat Bat Box, or, 

• Ibstock Enclosed Bat Box  


