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Ecology Team Consultation Response

Date: 03.03.2026

Planning Ref: 4/25/2373/DOC

Description: DISCHARGE OF CONDITION 6 AND THE REQUIREMENTS OF BIODIVERSITY NET
GAIN OF PLANNING APPROVAL 4/24/2252/0F1

This response pertains to the Biodiversity Net Gain Informative.
Biodiversity Net Gain Informative

The Informative states, “the effect of paragraph 13 of Schedule 7A to the Town and Country Planning Act
1990 is that planning permission granted for the development of land in England is deemed to have been
granted subject to the condition “(the biodiversity gain condition”) that development may not begin unless:

(a) a Biodiversity Gain Plan has been submitted to the local planning authority, and
(b) the local planning authority has approved the plan.
The planning authority, for the purposes of the Biodiversity Gain Plan is Cumberland Council.

Based on the information available this permission is considered to be one which will require the approval
of a biodiversity gain plan before development is begun because none of the statutory exemptions or
transitional arrangements are considered to apply.

Before commencing development, a Biodiversity Gain Plan needs to be submitted and approved by the
local planning authority.

Commencing development which is subject to the biodiversity gain condition without an approved
Biodiversity Gain Plan could result in enforcement action for breach of planning control.

The template for the preparation of a Biodiversity Gain Plan can be accessed via this link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-gain-plan”.

Council Response

The County Ecologist accepts the Biodiversity Gain Plan.
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