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Ecology Team Consultation Response 

Date:  05.08.2025 

Planning Ref: 4/25/2241/0F1 

Description: ERECTION OF NEW GLASSHOUSE FOR PLANT PRODUCTION FACILITY AS AN 
EXTENSION TO EXISTING NURSERY, WITH ASSOCIATED DRAINAGE AND 
LANDSCAPING 

Suggested Planning Conditions 

Badgers and Small Mammals 

Badger setts are known to occur within 2km of the site. In order to minimise impacts on badgers passing 

over the site the following points must be followed: 

• All work must take place during daylight hours as badgers are more likely to be commuting over 

the site at night and this will ensure the risk to any badgers passing through the site will be 

minimised.  

• Should any trenches and excavations be required, an escape route for animals that enter the 

trench must be provided, especially if left open overnight. Ramps should be no greater than of 45 

degrees in angle. Ideally, any holes should be securely covered. This will ensure badgers are not 

trapped during work.  

• All excavations left open overnight or longer should be checked for animals prior to the 

continuation of works or infilling. Back filling should be completed immediately after any 

excavations, ideally back filling as an on-going process to the work in hand.  

• Boundary fences/walls should incorporate gaps at their base to facilitate the passage of badgers 

across the site.  

The above measures will also benefit small mammals such as hedgehogs. 

Regarding brown hare, if their activity is subsequently found, all site works should cease and further 

ecological advice should be sought with a view to a detailed method statement and programme of 

mitigation measures being prepared and implemented.  

Bats 

As a precautionary measure, in the unlikely event that any signs of any bat activity is subsequently found, 

all site works should cease and further ecological advice should be sought with a view to a detailed 

method statement and programme of mitigation measures being prepared and implemented.  
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Breeding Birds 

Any vegetation to be trimmed or cleared should be checked for nesting birds before it is removed. This 

should occur outside the bird nesting period March- September. If vegetation clearance is to occur in the 

March-September period a check for nesting birds should be conducted first by a suitably qualified 

individual.  

If nesting birds are found at the site all site works shall cease and further ecological advice shall be sought 

with a view to a detailed method statement and programme of mitigation measures being prepared and 

implemented.  

Amphibians 

As a precautionary measure to protect amphibians, in the unlikely event that any signs of any amphibian 

activity is subsequently found, all site works should cease and further ecological advice should be sought 

with a view to a detailed method statement and programme of mitigation measures being prepared and 

implemented.  

Biodiversity Net Gain 

No development hereby permitted shall commence until:  

a) a Biodiversity Gain Plan has been submitted to the planning authority demonstrating a 10% net gain,  

b) the planning authority has approved the plan in writing,  

c) the onsite habitat provision is accompanied by a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan in place for 

30 years as the gains here constitute ‘Significant On-site Gains’, this monitoring plan is to be accepted 

by the council and,  

d) Monitoring results are to be programmed to be submitted to the council. These should include evidence 

demonstrating how BNG is progressing towards achieving its objectives, evidence of arrangements and 

any rectifying measures needed. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved 

plans.  

 


