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Ecology Team Consultation Response 

Date:  04.03.2026 

Planning Ref: 4/24/2425/0F1 

Description: Extension of existing small staff carpark into unused adjoining grassed area and provision 
of new outdoor safety play flooring to grassed areas. 

Suggested Planning Conditions 

Breeding Birds 

To mitigate disturbance effects vegetation clearance should take place outside of the breeding bird 

season (which runs March to August, inclusive). Where this timing is not possible the area should be 

checked prior to removal buy a suitably experienced ecologist and if active nests found, vegetation left 

untouched and buffered until all birds have fledged. 

Small Mammals 

All development work should be carried out with care to avoid these small mammals such as hedgehogs. 

Contractors should be briefed about the potential presence of hedgehogs and Works should be 

supervised during initial clearance of the Site to avoid injury to any disturbed individuals. 

Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan 

No development hereby permitted shall commence until:  

a) a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) in place for 30 years is submitted to and accepted 

by the council.  

b) Monitoring results are to be programmed to be submitted to the council. These should include evidence 

demonstrating how BNG is progressing towards achieving its objectives, evidence of arrangements and 

any rectifying measures needed. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved 

plans.  

BNG Informative 

The effect of paragraph 13 of 7A to the Town and Country Planning act 1990 is that planning permission 

granted for the development of land in England is deemed to have been granted subject to the condition 

(‘the biodiversity gain condition ‘) that development may not begin unless: 

A Biodiversity Gain Plan has been submitted to the local planning authority, and  

The local planning authority has approved the plan. 
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The planning authority, for the purposes of the Biodiversity Gain Plan is Cumberland Council. 

Based on the information available this permission is considered to be on which will require the approval 

of a biodiversity gain plan before development is begun because none of the statutory exemptions or 

transitional arrangements are considered to apply. Before commencing development, a Biodiversity Gain 

Plan needs to be submitted and approved by the local planning authority. 

Commencing development which is subject to the biodiversity gain condition without an approved 

Biodiversity Gain Plan could result in enforcement action for break of planning control. 

 

 


