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Species Rich Native 
Hedgerow 

Species Rich 
Native 
Hedgerow 

Red Line 
Boundary 

Moderate Good 5  years Structural Characteristics: 

 Woody Species Diversity: Targets aim for the number of woody species defined 
within the phasing strategy.  

 Aiming for a significant portion of the hedgerow to be covered by native shrub 
species less than 5m tall.  

 The presence of new seedlings, saplings, and young shrubs mixed with more 
mature specimens indicates good condition.  

Flora and Invasives: 

 Basal Herbaceous Flora: An assessment of the richness of plants growing at the 
base of the hedge.  

 Targets restrict invasive non-native species (like those on Schedule 9 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act) to less than 5% ground cover.  

Management and Health: 

 Signs of natural regeneration, including a mix of age ranges within the shrub 
community, are targeted.  

 Generally, no single species should dominate more than 75% of the total area, 
with exceptions like Hazel scrub.  

 










