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HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE LICENCES

CONDITIONS OF APPLICATION

Before a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle is issued the applicant being the Proprietor of the vehicle must observe the following conditions of application, namely:-


1.
Complete and submit to the Council an application on the form prescribed by the Council.

2.
Satisfy the Council that he/she is a fit and proper person to hold such a licence and to operate a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.

3.
Satisfy the Council that the vehicle is licensed under the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971 or any statutory amendment thereof at the appropriate rate and that there is in force in relation to the use of the vehicle as a hackney carriage or private hire a policy of insurance or security complying with the provision of Part VI of the Road Traffic Act, 1972, which covers third party liability both in respect of physical injury or death and also in respect of damage to personal belongings.  The certificate of registration, the certificate of insurance or security and a current MOT certificate must be made available for examination by an authorised officer of the Council.

4.
The Proprietor must present the vehicle for inspection at such place and at such time as the Council may by notice to him/her require.

5.
Satisfy the Council that the vehicle is suitable for use as a hackney carriage or private hire.  The Council has a Policy relating to Age Restrictions in respect of applications for the grant and renewal of hackney carriage and private hire vehicle licences which is attached hereto but subject to this each application will be treated on its merits and particular consideration will be paid to the condition and road worthiness of the vehicle and its suitability to convey passengers in comfort and safety.  The Council will not insist on hackney carriage and private hire vehicles being of a particular design (e.g. all London type cabs for hackney carriages).  The decision of the Council on the suitability of a vehicle for licensing as a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle will be final.

6.
Satisfy the Council that the vehicle complies with the following requirements:-

(a) It must have at least two doors for the boarding and alighting of passengers in addition to a separate door for the boarding and alighting of the driver and it must be fitted with at least four road wheels and be a right-hand drive vehicle.


(b) It must have an engine of an adequate capacity for the loads to be carried.  Generally, vehicles with engine capacities of 1300cc or more would comply with this provision.


(c) It must have a luggage compartment adequate to contain luggage for each of the passengers which it is authorised to carry.


(d) That the positions of the front seat or seats are capable of being set so as to ensure adequate leg room for passengers occupying the rear seats.  Not more than one passenger may be accommodated in the front of the vehicle next to the driver.

(e) That the design of the vehicle is such that passengers of average height, when occupying the rear seats, have adequate headroom.


(f) That the door apertures are of adequate size to permit the easy movement of passengers when they are boarding and alighting.  Door catches must be such that they are secure at all time whilst being capable of easy operation by passengers.


(g) That external mounted rear view mirrors are fitted on both sides of the vehicle and an interior rear mirror is fitted.  The mirrors must be maintained at all times.


(h) That the colour scheme of the vehicle is suitable.  Bizarre or garish painting colour schemes will not be permitted.


(i) That a 0.7kg (or greater) fire extinguisher of the BCF Halon 1211 type and conforming to BS 5423 1980 is fitted in such a position as to be readily available for use.


(j) If the vehicle is an estate car that it is fitted with a grill sufficient to prevent luggage carried in the rear compartment from coming into contact with persons in the rear seat.


(k) That one fully equipped first aid box complying with the provisions of the Community Bus Regulations 1978 is carried.

7.
No signs, advertisements or other forms of words shall be affixed to or displayed from the vehicle other than the Council’s licence plate and any other sign or notice required to be displayed on or from the vehicle which is prescribed by or under any enactment or rule of law, or by written permission of the Council.
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