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COPELAND BOROUGH COUNCIL

POLICY RELATING TO AGE RESTRICTIONS FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES

1.
This policy relates to all applications for hackney carriage and private hire vehicle licences.

2.
No application for a vehicle licence will be permitted unless the vehicle:-
A.
is less than 5 years of age PROVIDED THAT once such a vehicle 
is licensed by the Council that vehicle shall be entitled to 
remain licensed until it is not more than 8 years of age. 
B.
‘For applications in respect of vehicles that are, in the opinion of the Public Protection Manager, accessible by persons sitting in wheelchairs (including black cabs), the vehicle is less than 5 years old (unless the vehicle is a private hire vehicle and to be used exclusively on contract work only in which case the vehicle may be older than 5 years but not more than 12 years old) PROVIDED THAT once any such vehicle is licensed by the Council that vehicle shall be entitled to remain licensed until it is not more than 12 years of age.

Where such a vehicle is 12 years or older it shall only be permitted to have its licence renewed if it falls within the exceptional condition requirement in C below’:

C.
For applications for:-


(a)
first registration in respect of a vehicle 5 years of age and 
older; and
   
(b)
for applications for renewal of a vehicle licence where 

the vehicle is more than 8 years of age (or 12 years of 

ages if it is a 
vehicle in 2B above):-

the vehicle is, in the opinion of the Public Protection Manager, of an exceptional condition or a vintage limousine which is to be used on specialist private hire work. 'Exceptional condition' means that the following two matters are satisfied:

(1) that the external appearance of the vehicle is in immaculate condition and otherwise does not show any significant signs of wear; and

(2) that the internal fixtures and fittings (in the case of seating, without seat covers) are of a standard reflective of a car less than 5 years of age and are otherwise clean, in working order, stain free and match with each other.

3.
“Where an applicant has a vehicle that he wishes to licence under category 2(C) above, he shall, at a previously agreed time, make the vehicle available for inspection by Go Plant Fleet Services, Whitehaven Commercial Park, Moresby Parks, Whitehaven tel no: 01946 517600. The applicant, along with the vehicle, will make available for inspection by the garage (a) the application form, (b) the vehicle registration document, (c) the last MOT certificate and (d) a mechanical certificate carried out by an independent certified engineer (being a person who is an authorised examiner of a DoT vehicle testing station) stating that in the opinion of that engineer the ‘exceptional condition’ test is satisfied. The Council’s engineer concerned, after being satisfied that the relevant documentation is in place, will inspect the vehicle and determine whether the definition of ‘exceptional condition’ is satisfied. If the Council’s engineer is satisfied the applicant will then present the vehicle at a pre-agreed time to Go Plant Fleet Services to have the vehicle tested in accordance with the Council’s vehicle testing manual. If the vehicle passes that test, and the vehicle licence fee is paid, then a licence will be granted. The Council may impose special conditions to take account of the vehicle’s age. Any licence granted will be for a period of 12 months. At the time of further renewal the application for renewal shall be deemed to be a new application for the purposes of paragraph 2(C) and the procedure will be followed again”.
4.
Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Public Protection Manager or a member of her staff may appeal to the Taxi and General Licensing Panel. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Taxi and General Licensing Panel or any condition imposed as part of any licence granted, may appeal to the Magistrates' Court. Applicants are notified of the time limit for submitting an appeal when an application is refused or when special conditions are attached to the licence.


