Parish Review Working Party 140509

ITEM 6
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW - SANDWITH
PORTFOLIO Clir Norman Williams
HOLDER:
LEAD OFFICER: Head of Legal and Democratic Services, Martin Jepson
REPORT AUTHOR: Tim Capper, Democratic Services Manager
Summary Reports to the Working Party a request from the Sandwith

Village Group for establishment of a standalone parish for
Sandwith or Sandwith and Rottington

Recommendation: That the Working Party considers whether the Council

should commence a Community Governance Review as
a result of the request from the Sandwith Village Group
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INTRODUCTION

A letter has been received from the Secretary to the Sandwith Village Group
expressing an interest in establishing a standalone parish for Sandwith or
Sandwith and Rottington. An opinion survey has been carried out among
residents which showed a 34% return rate and some interest in the potential
for a parish council. The correspondence received is attached at Appendix
“A” and the responses to the opinion survey will be available for inspection
at the meeting.

BACKGROUND

A principal council (unitary county or district) has powers under Part 4 of the
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 to undertake
a Community Governance Review of all or part of its area, and to decide
whether or not to implement the recommendations of such reviews.

A principal council is required to undertake a Community Governance
Review if a public petition is received which triggers a review of the area
concerned. A public petition is required to meet certain criteria — including a
minimum number of signatures (depending on the number of electors in the
area) and a definition off the area to which the review should relate.

A principal council has discretion to decide whether or not to undertake a
Review in cases where the minimum criteria are not met. DCLG and the
Electoral Commission have published guidance for principal councils on the
conduct of Community Governance Reviews, which requires a principal
council undertaking a review to draw up and publish terms of reference of
the review. In addition the Guidance states, inter alia:
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“In the interests of effective governance, the principal council should
consider the benefits of undertaking a review of the whole of its area in one
go, rather than carrying out small scale reviews in a piecemeal fashion of
two or three areas. However, it is recognised that a full scale review will not
always be warranted, particularly where a review of the whole area or a
significant part of the principal council’s area has been carried out within the
last few years. Occasionally it may be appropriate to carry out a smaller
review, for example to adjust minor parish boundary anomalies.”

OPTIONS

The representations received from the Sandwith Village Group are not a
public petition for the purposes of the 2007 Act and the Working Party
therefore needs to decide what action to take if any in response to it. If the
Working Party is minded to undertake a Community Governance Review for
the area referred to, some more work will be needed to identify more
precisely the area to be covered by the review, and what its terms of
reference will be.

The Working Party are aware of other issues currently under consideration
relating to the parishing of Whitehaven which are the subject of separate
reports on this agenda. As part of the area to which the request relates
(Sandwith) is unparished and would fall within the boundary of a new
Whitehaven town council, Members may conclude that it would be
preferable to defer the current request until the issue of a Whitehaven town
council has been resolved.

The options therefore are:

1. To agree in principle to a Community Governance Review for Sandwith
and Rottington and request a further report to the working party clarifying
the area to be reviewed and setting out proposed terms of reference of
the review.

2. To inform the Sandwith Village Group that their request is noted and will
be taken into account in a wider Community Governance Review to be
undertaken later in 2009/2010.

List of Appendices A — Correspondence from Sandwith Village Group

List of Background Documents  Guidance on CGR’s

List of Consultees: Corporate Team; portfolio holder
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1 refiaceto pour Larish Review noiice in the W itehaven HNaws on
Sune 26" 2008 ~

A, survey was carrisd out by Che Obandbeith Village group on behalf of the
villagers that attended our @pen CMesting and who expressed and interest of becoming
& Rarish. & refer bak 1o the letter & submitted in ~June 2008 (copy enclased)
regavding the potential for having OBandbeith as a standslone parish which could be
considsred along side your ‘Cown Gouncil review.

Che outcome of the survey (enclosed) shows ~ 35% return rate and an interest in
the potontizl for a Rarish & ouncil whether it be Oandeith or OBandywith and

Rottington. " Rlease would pou be able ts give some quidanoe on wihat the village would
need to do next?

Ay thanks
Qs ftily

Plovase Naega )

Louise Neen
(QObecretary 1 Obandwith Villags Group)

&
Gopy of letter submiitted ~Jure 2008
Gopy of survey results
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