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SUMMARY: To report urgent action taken in accordance with the agreed procedure to 
enable BEC to access funding for studies into four potential low carbon heat networks in 
the Whitehaven area.   
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:                                                                               
 
That Members note  the Urgent Action and the decision to agree the Memorandum of 
Understanding, supported by the back-to back agreement with BEC protecting the 
Council’s position, to enable funding for the studies into potential heat networks to be 
accessed. 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Britain’s Energy Coast have led an initiative to assess the feasibility of 

establishing various low carbon heat networks across the Whitehaven area. 
DECC have established a Heat Network Development Unit to provide advice and 
funding on such projects. With the support of partners in the energy sector, BEC 
have led on an application for the funding of study into 4 schemes in Copeland. 
BEC has had the opportunity to draw down DECC funding to support the studies. 

 
2. PROPOSALS 
 
2.1  An application for funding was required to be submitted in the name of a local 

authority, with funding passed to BEC who will manage the study projects. DECC 
have provided a Memorandum of Understanding required to support the 
payment of grant, and required to be submitted by 24 March. A back-to-back 
agreement with BEC which is acceptable to the Council’s legal officers was put in 
place prior to the signing of the Memorandum under the urgent action 
procedure  

 
 
 
 



3. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 
3.1 If the Council did not act in this manner, then the funding to enable the 

feasibility studies to be undertaken would be lost. 
 
4. CONCLUSIONS 
 
4.2 Members are asked to note the urgent action taken in this matter.  
 
 
5.     STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS  
 
5.1 As noted on urgent action pro forma 
 
5.2 As noted on urgent action pro forma 
 
5.3 EIA Comments: None 
 
5.4  Policy Framework: This demonstrated that the council is a strong and supportive 

partner 
 
 
 
6.      HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE RISKS 
 GOING TO BE MANAGED? 
 
6.1 See 151 comments above. 
 
 
7.      WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM  THIS REPORT? 
 
7.1 Establishment of whether or not full low carbon heat networks can proceed 
 
 
List of Appendices A - Completed Urgent Action 
 
List of Background Documents: 
 
Urgent Action DECC Heat Networks dated 11/3/14. 
 
 








