
 
 
 

EXE 260509 
ITEM     

REQUEST FOR DESIGNATION OF PUBLIC PLACE – BECK GREEN, 
EGREMONT 
 
EXECUTIVE 
MEMBER: 

Councillor Norman Williams, Promoting Prosperity 

LEAD OFFICER: Martin Jepson, Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services 

REPORT AUTHOR: Martin Jepson 

 
 
Summary and 
Recommendation: 

Considers whether to consult on a proposal to make a 
Designated Public Place Order for Beck Green, 
Egremont. 
 
Recommended that formal consultation takes place 
over whether to make land at Beck Green, Egremont 
as shown on the attached plan a Designated Public 
Place. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Executive has been used over a number of years to the process for 
 making Designated Public Place Orders.  The making of such an Order 
 would allow Cumbria Police to require someone to stop drinking alcohol 
 in a public place and/or would allow them to confiscate alcohol.  Failure to 
 comply with a Cumbria Police request would constitute a criminal offence. 

1.2 Members have in the past been concerned over the piecemeal nature of 
 applications for Orders.  As a result of this it has been agreed that all 
 applications would be processed through Cumbria Police once a year.  
 Members last received a similar report at its meeting on 29th April 2008. 

1.3 At that meeting a request for an Order in Millom was reported.  An Order 
was later made and Millom’s Inspector until January 2009 reports: 

  “My opinion is that the Designated Public Place Order greatly assisted in 
 reducing violence and related disorder, and as was expected throughout 
 the application period, has provided a longer term solution to dealing with 
 alcohol in public, and the related public perceptions.  The following are 
 crime figures for Millom In January - 
 
 Overall violent crime reduced by 28.7% compared to the same period last 
 year (39 less offences) 

Assaults with injury reduced by 28.1% compared to the same period last 
 year (18 less offences) 



Violent Crime in licensed premises reduced by 44% compared to last 
 year (individuals were not too drunk in general, prior to reaching the 
 premises) 

Damage reduction of 36.9% (damage was regularly a sporadic problem, 
 with no intended victims, but intoxicated individuals randomly damaging 
 vehicles etc) 

Anti-social behaviour reduction of 13.5%, 74 less reported incidents. 

 Again, there was no evidence of displacement of the related problems up 
 until January.  I had expected that this may be the case, as I think we 
 both did, but it appears the issues have either ceased (ie. less 
 consumption of alcohol in public places), or, they have been displaced to 
 somewhere there is no adverse effect on anyone, and therefore no 
 increased number of reported incidents in another location.  The 
 displacement possibilities were however considered during the 
 application phase, and the Designated Public Place Order increased 
 cover to identified, local displacement areas (ie. surrounding streets, car 
 park areas etc.), this may be a worthy consideration for the Egremont 
 Designated Public Place Order application, to ensure that individuals who 
 are displaced, are not still in the same vicinity, as the effect would then be 
 less”. 

2. CUMBRIA POLICE PROPSAL 

2.1 Attached at Appendix A are papers supplied to the Council through Chief 
 Superintendent McGilloway, and with his support, but prepared on behalf 
 of Egremont Police. 

2.2 The report cites 24 incidents recorded in the Beck Green area over a 
 period of 10 months, and suggest the majority of those incidents were 
 alcohol- related. 

 The report goes on to say that this is a small example of the incidents 
 which have occurred in the area and recommends that an Order be made 
 to allow Cumbria Police to take action against over 18’s.  They already 
 have powers in respect of under 18’s. 

3. NEXT STEPS 

3.1 If Members are convinced by the argument put forward, the next step is 
 for formal consultation to take place on the proposal.  Approval to an 
 Order would then have to be given by Full Council. 

4. FINANCIAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS (INCLUDING 
SOURCES OF FINANCE) 

4.1 It will be necessary for there to be a public notice in a local newspaper.  
However, the cost can be met through existing budgets.  Some 
administrative time is required to make such an Order, but this can be 
accommodated within existing resources. 
 
 



5. PROJECT AND RISK MANAGEMENT 

5.1 The process for making such an Order would be the same as that used 
for previous Orders. 

6. IMPACT ON CORPORATE PLAN 

6.1 If implemented, a Designation is likely to contribute to the reduction of, or 
fear of crime (Section 3.2.3). 

 

List of Appendices 

Appendix A:    Report received from Cumbria Police. 

List of Background Documents: None. 

List of Consultees:   Corporate Team, Councillor A. Holliday; 

    
    

CHECKLIST FOR DEALING WITH KEY ISSUES 
Please confirm against the issue if the key issues below have been addressed.  
This can be by either a short narrative or quoting the 
 
Impact on Crime and Disorder See 6.1. 

Impact on Sustainability Not directly applicable. 

Impact on Rural Proofing Not directly applicable. 

Heath and Safety Implications Not directly applicable. 

Impact on Equality and Diversity 
Issues 

Not directly applicable. 

Children and Young Persons 
Implications 

Not directly applicable. 

Human Rights Act Implications Reduction in Civil Liberties can be justified. 

Comments of S.151 Finance 
Officer 

None 

Comments of Monitoring Officer Is report author. 

 

Please say if this report will require the making of a key decision  No 










