EXE 221111

item 2.
COPELAND COASTAL DESIGN GUIDE
EXECUTIVE MEMBER: Councillor Phil Greatorex, Porifolio Holder
LEAD OFFICER: Julie Betteridge, Head of Regeneration and Community
REPORT AUTHOR: Diane Ward, Regeneration Projects Officer

WHAT BENEFITS WILL THESE PROPOSALS BRING TO COPELAND RESIDENTS
The Design Guide has been produced as a resource for groups wishing to undertake

public realm improvements along the coast. The guide presents the opportunity to
strengthen the existing vernacular style of settlements along the coastline through a
set of design principles, materials, street furniture and planting palettes that could

create a common language between all settlements and beaches along the coast, The
Design Guide gives ideas, supplier lists and approximate costings to help groups
budget and plan their projects. Improving the coastline and building upon its
strengths is key to developing the coast as a sought after destination which will
improve the economic sustainability of the coast alongside enhancing this valuable
community asset.

WHY HAS THIS REPORT COME TO THE EXECUTIVE?
{eg Key Decision, Policy recommendation for Full Council, at request of Council etc.)
Endorsement by the Executive will support the use and implementation of the

Design Guide by encouraging Council departments to reference the guide as well as
local community groups and parish councils.

RECOMMENDATION:
The Executive are requested to endorse the Copeland Coastal Design Guide.

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1  Copeland Borough Council’s Coastal Initiative is a five year programme aimed at
enhancing and celebrating Copeland’s Coast. The Design Guide was commissioned
by the Coastal Initiative Project Board as a key early document to be produced.

1.2 The guide focuses on the coast and coastal settlements with the exception of

Whitehaven as the town is subject to the more in-depth Whitehaven Town Centre
and Harbourside Supplementary Planning Document.
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4.1

The purpose of the guide is to act as a resource for groups wishing to undertake
public reaim improvements along the coast. The guide presents the opportunity to
strengthen the existing vernacular style of settlements along the coastline through
a set of design principles, materials, street furniture and planting palettes that
could create a common language between the settiements and beaches along the
coast.

With consistent use of the Design Guide by local groups and council departments
the coastline will be able to boast a design quality which translates into a more
coherent coastline with fewer uncoordinated public realm instalments.

PROPOSALS

Executive endorses the Coastal Design Guide: this will encourage groups to
acknowledge and use the guide and ensure public realm coherence which will
Improve the overall aesthetic of the coast.

With the potential for a number of projects to take place along the coast and to
prevent further ad hoc installations, the production of a design guide was
fundamental to provide direction on both design and materials for the coastal
public realm including seating, litter bins, dog bins, recycling facilities, footpath
links, planters, vehicular restraints, picnic areas, interpretation facilities, boundary
treatments, surfacing, way-markers, fobtpath links and lighting.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

Do nothing — as the guide is now produced, it will be available to focal groups and
council departments who wish to use it. However without the endorsement of the
Executive the take up of the guidance may be poor. if CBC do not endorse the
document it will be difficult to ask others to do so.

CONCLUSIONS
The Coastal Design Guide provides a real opportunity to give guidance and co-

ordinated support to local groups wishing to implement public realm
improvement schemes along the coast and enhance the coastal environment.
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5.4

6.1

6.2

7.1

STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS
The Monitoring Officer’s comments are: No comments

The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: There are no additional financial
implications to the Council identified by this proposal, however, any additional
costs will need to be found from within existing budgets.

EIA Comments: A screening report has been completed and a full EIA is not
required. During the production of the guide disability and beach groups were
consulted,

Other consultee comments, if any:

HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE RISKS TO
BE MANAGED?

The document can be downloaded/ viewed from the coastal pages of the Council’s
website and is therefore easily available. Hard copies will be provided where
requested. All applications to Copeland Community Fund involving coastal public
realm improvements will be assessed to ensure compliance with the Design Guide.
The guide will be promoted through both the Coastal Partnership and the Coastal
Community Network. Any works undertaken as part of the Coastal Initiative will
comply with the Coastal Design Guide.

Risk: Groups could fail to use the guide. However if the Council endorse it this will
increase the profile and encourage use. All applicants to Copeland Community
Fund wishing to undertake coastal public realm improvements will be referred to
the Coastal Design Guide.

WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM THIS REPORT?

Design Guide usage will translate into co-ordinated and complimentary
improvements along the coast.

List of Appendices

Appendix 1 — Copeland Coastal Design Guide
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