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Summary  
 
 
Recommendation:  

Reports revised proposals for new Parliamentary Constituencies for 
Cumbria  
 
That the Working Party considers whether to recommend Council to 
make any further representations on the revised proposals. 

 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Boundary Commission for England is required periodically to review the boundaries 

of parliamentary constituencies in England, and is currently conducting a review based 
on the rules laid down by Parliament in the Parliamentary Constituencies and Voting 
System Act 2011. These rules involve a significant reduction in the number of 
constituencies in England (from 533 to 502) and require that every constituency must 
have an electorate of no less than 72,810 and no more than 80,473 electors.  

 
2 REVISED PROPOSALS 
 
2.1 The initial Boundary Commission proposals were published in September 2011 and 

proposed a reduction in constituencies in Cumbria from six to five, including a proposal 
for a Copeland and Windermere constituency, consisting of the whole of the Borough of 
Copeland, plus Harrington ward from Allerdale and ten wards from the Windermere 
area of South Lakeland. 
 

2.2 The initial proposals were considered by the Council at its meeting on 1 December 2011, 
and as a result the Council submitted an objection to the proposal, along with a large 
number of other organisations and individuals. 

 
2.3 As a result of the representations and objections received, the Boundary Commission 

has now published revised proposals which are are radically different from the initial 
proposals. The revised proposals include a new West Cumbria constituency consisting of 
the Borough of Copeland but without the wards of Seascale, Bootle, Millom Without, 
Haverigg, Newtown and Holborn Hill to the south, which will be part of the new Barrow 
and Furness constituency; and with the addition of the Allerdale wards of Harrington, 
Clifton, Dalton, Moss Bay, Moor Close, St John’s, St Michael’s, Seaton, Flimby, Ewanrigg, 
Ellenborough and Netherhall to the north. This results in a constituency with an 



electorate of 79,471, which is within the criteria for electorates per constituency in the 
Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Act 2011.  

 

2.4 The revised proposals are almost identical to the counter-proposals put forward by the 
Council and others at the consultation on the original proposals in 2011, the only 
differences being that our proposals included Seascale ward in the West Cumbria 
constituency, whereas the Boundary Commission includes Seascale in Barrow and 
Furness; and the Boundary Commission proposals include the Dalton ward of Allerdale 
in the new West Cumbria constituency, whereas our own counter-proposals did not. 

 
2.5 An extract from the Boundary Commission report showing its reasoning behind the 

revised proposals for Cumbria is attached at Appendix “A” and a plan showing the 
proposed new West Cumbria constituency is at Appendix “B”. 

 
3 CONCLUSION 
 
3.1 The Working Party is asked to consider the revised proposals and whether it wishes to 

recommend Council to express any views on them. The consultation on the revised 
proposals is open until 10 December 2012. 
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