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Country Walking.co.uk - Lake District tourist opens virtual office Page 1 of 1

Forum

Your gics

Mew issue exiras The Western Lake District tourist office has become the
first facility of its kind to open premises in the online world

Walkers' weather

called 'Second Life’. The massively-poputar virtual planet Back
Eook a bhed offers its time-rich/girlfriend-poor members the chance to
" build a 'second fife’ and interact with other people's made- Brint
Routes up identities online. The site is currently receiving a million

visits a week. Real rock stais have played virtual concerts

rtop fives ; - St : s el
Gear top and trend-foltlowing politicians have hosted meetings there. %5 aFriend

Begirners' guides The Western Lake District's tourism office has been
' established in an area of Second Life called Ravenglass,
Staff & blogs and visitors can also visit other piaces near Ravenglass
Subscribe that are also real locations in the Weastern Lake District, =

i including Scafell, Maryport, Honister, Seascale and
Country Walking Egremont. Source
credit card ‘

Discuss this story

Home

Home | Beginners’ Guide | Book a bed | Credit Card |
Forum | Gear Top Fives | New Issue Extras | Roufes
Staff & Blogs | Subscribe | Walkers’ Weather | Your Plcs

Accessibility | Recommended Links | Add to Favorites
Copyright 2006 Emap - a¥l rights reserved. Al use is subject tc our Terms & Conditions and Privacy & Cooki

http://ww.countrywalking.co.uk/nav?page=cou.r£f}gazalking.news.main&view_resou... 13/12/2006
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WESTERN LAKES FIRST TO SECOND LIFE
Published on 03/11/2006

Zis o7 e

7

A TOURISM group in West Cumbria has just opened a new office with a community of
millions in mind - but it's all virtual,

The Western Lake District has become the first tourism region In the UK to be promoted
in Second Life, the fast expanding online community.

The Western Lake District Tourism Partrership has opened an office in the increasingly
popular virtual world, where residents can find out about what is on offer in this part of
the real world.

Second Life has grown rapidly, with the number of residents, known as Avatars, passing
the one million mark.

Participants can take part in games, go shopping or simply meet up with other people
from all ever the world.

Musicians have held concerts in Second Life, including Suzanne Vega, an American
politician held a meeting there and Reuters set up a news agency.

The Western Lake District’s tourism office has been established in an area of Secand Life
called Ravengiass.

Visitors to Second Life can visit other places near Ravenglass. There are also focations in
the Western Lake District, including Scafell, Maryport, Honister, Seascale and Egremont.

Second Life can be found at www.secondlife.com

GIRLS from the 1st Aspatria Brownies officially opened the town's new-lock Co-op store
last week, .

They were presented with a donation of £200 for thelr funds by store manager Elizabeth
Garrett to mark the occasion.

The Co-op has undergone a £120,000 transformation,

View this story and the latest newspaper in full digital reproduction, just
like the printed copy at www.timesandstar.co.uk/digitalcopy '

Other stories from this category that may interest you:
£110m buliding boem in new year
New centre draws Xmas shoppers
Dairy backer pulls cut

Shopping centre’s first casualty
'New car park's a winner'

Village shop to close after 42 years
Regen team chooses a Maryport HG
New plan for homes

A friendship farged in steel

Profits growth at Carrs Milling

Back

13/12/2006
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Whitehaven News Page 1 of 2

£ !Iu_i s

CLASSIFIEDS | MOTORS | JOBS [ PROPER

Home FOR EVERYONE
News o - o s
Crime i
Courts
Health A NEW guide to tourism in the Western Lakes has heen
Education launched for the 2007 season. The guide features a
;Z;’?:";‘sgs foreword by Sir Chris Bonington and is aimed at
Your Area boosting visitor numbers to the area.
Pictures The glossy new brochure is supported by a weabsite,
Sport offering information on local attractions and places to
Haven launch: Mike Ashbrook, the stay in West Cumbria,
P.ec ; council’'s portfolio holder for

e ism, wal] iall _— I '
Leisire tF?gr:las?ut?nqgnmar BHnG sPeCllst Tourism bosses from the Western Lake District Tourism
Weekand _ Partnership have producad the 38-page tourism

brochure and website, which showcases more than 200 accommodation providers,

g-Shopping attractions and events,
Comment View this story and the latest newspaper in full digital reproduction, just
Blogs ) like the printed copy at www.whitehaven-news.co.ulk/digitalcopy
Locai History )
Cartoons .- B . .
Competition Other stories from this category that may interest you:
Forums

US firm opens new offices

Local Information 3,0 the march and help shape our future

ﬁ:;zher Ravenglass PO re-cpens
Radiation testing on beach
Whats On Us firms bidding for control of Seliafield
Find It County’s council tax to rise 4.99%
B?V_ The Paper Pianning application: November 10
g;f;i}r:?ﬁgveg Deiphin vet fears for safety of Solway’s marine mammals
Readars Offer Former school bursar questiened by police
Dating Fur and Feather results
About Us Back
Contact Us
Circufation
Advertising
Work For Us
Legal Stuff

NW Evening Mail
Cumberiand News
Times & Star
News & Star
Business Gazette
Cumbria Life
Cumbria COnline
CN Lettarbox

DEGB Life

ARCHIVE SEARCH

i |

http://www. whitehaven-news.co.uk/news/viewartic8 hspx?id=440276 30/11/2006
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Whitehaven News Page 1 of 2

Home GUIDE TO BOOST TOURIST NUMBERS LXOTE

Crime Published on 09/11/2006 -~

Courts

Health A NEW guide to tourism in the Western Lakas has been launched this week.

Education ‘ ,

;i’s’i'::zsgs Featuring a foreword by Sir Chris Bonington, it is aimed at boosting visitor

Your Area numbers to the area.

o The glossy new brochure is supported by a website, offering informaticn on local
fciuras i : .

< attractions and places tc stay in West Cumbria.

Sport

H

p::z; Tourism boesses from the Western Lake District Tourism Fartnership have

Leisure produced the 38-page tourism brochure and website, which showcases more than
Weakend 200 accommodation providers, attractions and events, from the Solway Coast to
the Duddon Valley, taking in Whitehaven, Egremont and Ravenglass.

e-Shopping

60,000 copies of the brochure will be distributed nationwide and supported by a
Comiment media and public relations campaign.
Blogs
Local Mistory Sir Chris said: “The mountains, lakes and coast are truly the north’s best kept
Cartoons secret, and whether wet or dry you are sure to find an activity or attraction to suit
Compelition the entire family.”
Forums

) Copeland and Allerdale councils and the West Cumbria Development Fund all
Local Infermation  provided extra funding to promote tourism in the area.

Weather

Links Attractions in the guide include the Whitehaven Internaticnal Maritime Festival,
Egremoent Crab Fair and Florence Mine Heritage Centre,

Whats On _

Find It - For more information visit www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk

Buy The Paper

Digital Copy . ) - .

Readers Travel View this story and the latest newspaper in full digital reproduction, just

Readers Offer like the printed copy at www.whitehaven-news.co.uk/digitalcopy
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Other stories from this category that may interest you:

About Us

Contact Us
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Times & Star Harrington harbour facing closure crisis

Mews & Star Councii to monitor licensing of pubs

Business Gazette County backs abolition of councils like Copeland

Cumbria Life . _—
- : 1
cumbriz Online Planning applicatlons: October 13
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DEB Life Back
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BBC - Cumbria - Enjoy Cumbria - A Second Life for Cumbria Page 1 of 2

Moms TV Radice Talk WhereI Live A-Z Inday i

9 November 2006

Accessibility help
Textonly
BBC Homepage PLACES
England You are in: Cumbria > Enjoy Cumbria > Places > A Second Life for Cumbria SEE ALS
»Cumbria : . Places
News A Second Life for Entoy
?L?O(rctr Footbal Cumbria ' on th
Trgvei The Western Lake District has r"Ne:t;
Weather become the first tourism region Secomn
Entertainment in the UK to be promoted in Secem
Message Board Second Life, the fast expanding The BBC
Vidao Nation online community. the conte
Enjoy Cumbria
Communities
In Pictures
Webcams News
Eeﬁures Western Lake District TouFism Partnershipshas opened an office  'zero to!
ai

singly popular virtual world, where residents can find out .viclence

[B)ggr&‘éi;)umbrla about what is on offer in this part of the real world, ﬁg'r*us}t;ff]

Digital Lives o ' ' ;demand .
Children in Need The Western Lake District’s tourism office has been established in an E:iﬁgi?(
Raw . area of Second Life called Ravenglass. In the real world Ravenglass ' gn'trains
BBC Local is one of the destinations in the Western Lake District. Firews
gi?éjlgonten%s - i - Refuse
Visitors to Second Life can visit other places near Ravenglass that are resider

P also locations in the Western Lake District, including Scafell, " Four yr
Contact Us Maryport, Honister, Seascale and Egremont, ~ youtn
Like this page? : { BBC Rac
Send it to a friend! By clicking on the pictures at the tourism office Avatars can get more ] {isten
information about the area. For example, a picture of Whitehaven North W

Harbour reveals details about the town’s International Maritime ‘Look No

Festival and the fact that it was the only place in the country ?T;”Sduaé‘.

attacked by the Americans during the War of Independence. |28 Watch

:How to d

Visitors will also be able to see the tourism office’s pet sheep, which ==
the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership ordered from an
Avatar in Second Life's Egremont. Sheep are an integral part of the
Lakeland landscape.

Postcards

There is a postcard that Avatars can
buy at the tourism office for five
Linden dollars (L$), the currency used
in Second Life, The money can be
bought and sold in Second Life for real
world money at an exchange rate of
about L$500 to the £1, ‘Trading in
Second Life has grown with the
number of residents and over
£200,000 of real money is spent every The tourism office in Second L:fe
day in the virtual world.

ona eod from the Western Lake. District-Tourism Partnershlp
'sayS' ““With over one million people now resident in Second Life and

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cumbria/content/ artic}es/280§ﬁ 0/23/second life tourism featu... 09/11/2006



BBC - Cumbria - Enjoy Cumbria - A Second Life for Cumbria Page 2 of 2

numbers showing exceptionally speedy growth, this is obviously a big
market. So we thought we'd set up a tourism office to show pecple
there what they can see in the most beautiful part of England.”

About Second Life

Second Life has been growing rapidly, with the number of residents,
now number over 1 miilion. Participants can take part in games, go
shopping or simply meet up and chat with other pecple from all over
the world.

A number of musicians have held concerts in Second Life, including
Suzanne Vega, an American politician held a meeting thete and
Reuters have even selt up a news agency in the virtual world.

jast updated: 23/10/06
SEE ALSO

Places
Enjoy Cumbria

You are in: Cumbiia > Enjoy Cumbria > Places » A Second Life for Cumbria

g =2 & Q

HOME EMAIL PRINT ToOP SITE CONTENTS

BBC Cumbria website, Annetwell Street, Carlisle, CA3 888
vhone: Q1228 592444 | e-mail: cumbria@bbe.co.uk

About the BBC | Help | Terms of Use | Privacy & Cookies Policy

P, 36 . . :
hitp:/fwww.bbc.co.uk/cumbria/content/ articles/2006% ?0/23/second_hfe_tounsm_featu... 09/11/2006
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WEST LAKES TOURISM GUEBE
Published on 10/11/2006

A NEW brochure advertising the Western Lake District has been launched.

More than 250,000 copies have been printed and mountaineer and author Sir Chris
Bonington is helping to premote the area. The 38-page brochure shows off the area’s
accommodation, restaurants, attractions and events.

Sixty thousand copies wili be distributed nationwide and will be supported by a media
and public relations campaign.

David Thomas, Allerdale council’'s executive member for tourism, said: "We welcome the
launch of the 2007 guide, which represents another significant milestonea for tourism in
the Western Lake District.”

It has been produced by the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership, Allerdale and
Copeland councils and the West Cumbria Development Fund.

View this story and the latest newspaper in full digital reproduction, just
like the printed copy at www.timesandstar.co,uk/digitalcopy

Other stories from this category that may interest you:
Corus urged to clean up

New jobs. as town centre fills up
Ideas give shine to Karen's business.
Susan’s kitchen-sink Post Office
Town centre fuels property boom
Sunday farm walk for families

400 apply for 30 jobs

‘Cut it out’ says smoking hair stylist
More cash to revive Market Place
Times & Star starts Farepak fund
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10/11/2006






12 == OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26,2006

WALKHRS and seekers'of peace and
quiet could be forgiven for steering
clear of the Lalke Distriot duringthe .
husy summer months,

Chrénicle
_Good Oid Days §

For finding a quiet fell
is nigh op imgossib}e as droves of peo-
ple flock to the Cumbrian beauty spot
to marvel at the mountaing and lan-
guish by a lakeside.

Yetthe tranquii shores and
-dramatic scenery of Bubter
mere, just beyond the popu-
lar market town of Eeswick,
| remain almost a hidden gem.

1515 one of a delightful trip
of lalkes, lying next to Cram-~
mock and T,oweswater, which
ripple along the valley ficor
and ars gsurroundad by &

‘to wander up

Ereathgaking mountain
orseshoe.

The Oidham Yes, they have been disoov-
Evening " ered by some discerning
Chronicle 2007 * il tourists, but the area is a far
Calendar M b2 ery from the hustle and bus.

features 12 great
hostalgic pictures
- ane for each -
month -
capturing the
memorable Good
Old Days.
Lightweight hut
with plenty of
room for writing
appointments
and other
important dates,
it is the perfect
gif for any
Qldhamer,
whether home or
abroad.

Only £2.99

waliable troms the Oldham Evening Chonice,
malions, Depl. 172 Union Strect, Olgham,
0L 1EQ and selecied DEWSagEnts,
-Tal: G167 633 2121 (Ext 300-3G3}
3il: promotians @ oldhaime hronicle.co.uk

tle of the mid-Lakes, where
parking is at a premium and
8 steady stream of traffic
makes driving & chore,

Recharge

Itremains a mystery tome
Why s0 fe® peopls venburs
those fewmiles farther north
toezperience one of the Liake
Diatriot’s most tranquil and
picturesque valleys.

Butthefactthas they don's
means it is the perfect place
to find & bolt hole from tha
stresses and straing of every-
day life, and enjoy a guist
bresk to recharge the hatter-
les-— all within a coubple of
houra drive from Gldham,

Another hidden delight
ideally placed for exploring
Buttermere and its sur.
rounding countryside is
Winder Hal} Country House
Hotel, a beantiful old Lake-

and.man, @] rts,of

TRAVEL is on

B
secret far from the
Mmaading crowds

Utter

mere ... a

Edited —KEN BENNETT

beleaguered NHS, the
biggest problems now con.
S9I 8ggs, pigs and ¢hickens
—and how the vegetables ars
growing. Nick keeps tusy in
the Kitchen, working along-
site "Chef Helen,” whers
fhsir passion for “real food”
is a joy to see,

Diners are weleome to pop
to the kitchen to find ont
whab’s on the stove — and

by MARINA BERRY

work fornothing—Ann isthe

- they will find home cooking
breadwinner with g part-

ab &8 best, everything from

which date back to the 166h
centiury, and nestled in the

Dbeaceful village of Lorton,

Ex-NES manager Nick
Lawler and his anéasthetist
wife, Ann, quit their husy,
luerative jobs in Parkshire
four years ago and went look-

ing for “the good life",

They and theirthree Yyoung
children quickly turned
Winder Hall into a family
home, and a stay there is Just
like being welcomed into the
family, where nothing Is too
much troubie — the philoso-
phy is “if you want some-

thing, just ask.”

Nickexplained: “T womldn't

- 8Wan our way of life now for
tite world, I'm doing some-
thing I love, it’s great heing
part of someone’s holiday
experieice,
“And although we basically

the move — find it next

Tuesday in our hew LIFES

P. 41
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time job back in the ‘real
world® -- we want for noth-
ing.”

Winder Hall Hotel has
Seven en-suite bedrooms
each with feli-views and the
ozk-panelled diving room is
the hears of the honse, And
the near-by summer house
features a sauna and jaoungzl,

Whers once tallk around
the dimner table concen-
trated on the problems asso-
clated with a'top job in the

breads and cakes 6o jams and
ohutneys,

And what's more, nearly
everyihing is organie, with
produce from chickens and
pigs, and a small range of
vegotablas and herbs, growy
on the conple’s own smali-
holding,

To find out more visit
www.winderhall.co,uk or for
general information about
Buttermere from
Www.gocumbria.org

Beauty Room

— NOW OPEN AT —

HAIRBASE

OLDHAM ROAD
NS! Nail Technician ® Repechage Faclals
Wedding Packages

| 0161-688 73
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PRART OF YOUR ORILY LIEE
9:27 - 24 October 2006 CLASSIFIEDS | MOTORS | JOBS | PROPERTY |

HOME

NEWS TOURISM OFFICE OPENS IN CYBER COMMUNITY (s
BUSINESS Published on 23/10/2006

NEWS FOCUS |
SR?.?&,SL‘ZFETY By Ross Brewster

CUMBRIAN RUN
A TOURISM group in West Cumbria has just opened a new office with a

SPeST community of millions in mind - but it's all virtual.

the LIST

STUDENT The Western Lake District has become the first tourism region in the UK to be
LIFESTYLE prometed in Second Life, the fast expanding online community.

YOUR KIDS

OPINION The Western Lake District Touris i ice i
WEATHER e Wes t Tourism Partnership has opened an office in the

increasingly popular virtual world,

FORUME . ; e :
BMOTO GALLERY Musicians have held concerts in Second Life, including Suzanne Vega.

e SHOPPING
' The Western Lake District’s tourism office has been estahlished in an area of

MOTORING Second Life called Ravenglass.

I0ES

giﬁs?}i‘igﬁs Visitors to Second Life can visit other places near Ravenglass that are also
F:{Riﬁ?{fii ¥ locations in the Western Lake District, including Scafell, Maryport, Honister,
WEDDINGS Seascale and Egremont..

READERS TRAVEL  Second Life can be found at www.secondlife.com.
DATING

READERS OFFER View this story and the latest newspaper in full digital reproduction, just

BUY THE PAPER . - .
DIGITAL COPY like the printed copy at www.newsandstar.co.uk/digitalcopy

ABQUT US .
WORKFOR US Other stories from this category that may interest you:
SYNDITATION

LEGAL STUFF
AB SAFETY MEASURES SUCCESS

BUSINESS Warning to joggers: Don't go with flow.
GAZETTE Hi-tech systern keeps track of patrol cars
CUMBRIA LIFE . A "
CUMBRIA ONLINE  Advanced state of nervousness

CN LETTERBOX The longest, busiest and the most boring
LGB LIFE " Sea angling discussed

Make sure you are seen

Councillor quits party

It's all qulet in Cumbria

Driver admits string of crimes

ARCHIVE SEARCH

; % Back
Waterside & Craig Manor Grasmere bed & breakfast
2 Hotels in Grasmere and Windermere 44 secluded tranquil forested acres log fires,
EMAIL UPDATES Stunning Views & Online Discounts candies, badgers, deer
iyour email ; Ads by Gooceaogle Advertige on this site

FRIENDS OR FAMI
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THE wastern Laké District has naturs
attractions that-have tourists flockin

world, L) CHINSON ha

Asyougoirom station to
station the ‘Sterery just
gels betfer and botfer At
one point thousands of
beautiful grurple znd pink
rhododendron bushes
cling to the mountainside
to: create a caseade of
colour, while the riverside

astures, meadows and
1t?isntc')ric oak wood along
the track are home o roe
deer, ted squirrels and
buzzards, .

Af the journey’s end is
the hamlet of Boot. There
arg two pubs, 2 chureh 2

i walk away and the

C'th,rk.ing mill in

most  of the
tors-headed for a meal
in'sne of the beer gardens,
we walked-literally a 100

‘From top to toe, Boof
beautiful and I conld
ite easily spent the
oaking up the sun

LAXING
] Whitehaver Harbour

| beauty and visitor
g from across the

the views of
ke cand  its

and Neézded back
mgl]ias where on]¥
-milg’ away is ye
eathtak]

-

+

The castle is home to
the World Owl Trust, a
charity which breeds
endangered species and
re-introduces thewm back
into the wild, :

And as the haunted
castle maltes the perfect
setting, each day at 4.30pm
the herons from the nearby
river flytothe treetops and
wait-to be fed.

Muncaster Gardens are
spectacular with plants
from z;ll ) over ﬂi‘f world,
especially owering
shrubs, from the Sino.
Himalayan i
unestling in  4he
sglendou.r of aver 70 acres
of garden, with the
dramatic backdro%of the
glorious Lakelangd Felis, -

atever the time of
year there is - always
something in flower but
between May ané mid.
June there is a riot of

.rhododendrons

Back at base was alsp
angther must o our visit
iist. Wordsworth House
owned by the National
Trust, was next door to our
hotel and it was where the

s the details

famous &uqet spent his
chiidhood,

A maid  and man-
servant heip you
ubderstand how William
Wordsworth Lved.

Even as a young boy he
found.-ingpiration from his
surroundings and affer a
day out in the western
Lake -District, I can
understand why,

You_can’t help but feel
iranquil and at ease with
Iife when ii counfryside
like this,

We only touched the tip
of the iceberg, The area is
ideal for family breaks,
wildlife trigs or even g
cycling oliday on
Hadriapn's Wall Cycleway.
Whatever your preference,
yew'll find i hare,

M For information on the
Westem Lake District, visit

- W
lakedlstrict.co,uk

K For details on the Trout
Hotel

; visht
www.irsuthotel.co,uk or cal
01900 823591,
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THE INIFEPENDENT O SUNDAY
16 JULY 2008
The Compact Traveller

TH]
16
The

After foot and mouth, some farmers turned to tourism. In

‘the Lake District they set their sights high. lan Herbert

reports on a new breed of quality holiday accommodation

t0 sample
life among
the cows on a farm badh,
and evenbefore wekit the
road an unexpected ani-
mal of our own is helped
aboard. He is Barnie, the

. reception ¢lass toy bear,

who visits a different fam-
ily each weekend for a
rangé of experiences.
Barnie meanspressure,
Aphotographic record of
each adventure is pasted
iato his big album and put
onshowin class, and judg-
ing from his recent ad-
ventures we have a fair bit
to live up to, The bear, who
travels with hot and colg
‘weather outfits, has
reached Monaco, Walt
Disney World and all
points in between, in re-
cent weeks. Shared bath-

4 rooms and frilly finnish-

ings ~ many people’s pre-
concepdons of afarmhol-
iday - just won't do.

It is with the albwn In
mingd that we linger in the
Borrowdale Valley, where
Friday's late-afternoon sun
is still highi in the sky as we,
the children and the bear
clamber up Cat Bells and
gather photographic evi-
dence that you don’t need
Monaco for moments of
exguisite beauty Andonce
back down to earth again,
it’s on to the farm, near
Cockermouth, the unhur-
ried, urcommercialised
and surprisingly bohermi-
ap market town 10 minies
west of Kendal.

Behind the town, in the
les of Skiddaw, is The
Homestead, a famnworked
for 400 years, the last 100
by the family of Christine

‘Watson. Mrs Watson's hus-
band, Allan, was told to cuil
his herd of 800 Holstein cat-
tie on Easter Sunday 2001,
because a neighbouring
farm had foot and mouth
disease. He tried restock-
ing but his heart wasp't in
it, 50 he and his wife instead
turned their attention to
converting a traditional
Cumbrian longhouse in
their grounds jpto one of
the Lake District’s new, up-
rnarket farm b8bs, with 10
airy, sak-beamed rooms,
stone floors, urdulating
lime walls and stylish en-
suite shower or bathreoms,

The coaversion job,
showered with arch
prizes, has evidently been
a labour oflove, The long-
house was once a commu-
nal bakety and the castiron
oven around which the lo-
cals onee gathered with their
doughretains pride of place.
So, koo, the cavernous boil-
ing pot, which dominates
the dining room. Whea the
winter storms felled cak and
cherry trees on the Watsons'
land, they sent the wood to
2 local carpenter, Danny
Frost, who turned them intg
the four-poster hed,

The couple live a discreet
distance away in their own
house on the farm, With
Allan on hand, serving up
the Cumbrian brealdast his
-wife has cooked and field-
ing questions on everything
frem the boiling pot to
Snowflake and Tassles the
nanyy goats, there’s also a
generous helping of the hos-
pitality and intimacy which
defines farm tourism.

The Homestead's quali-
ties belong to 2 quiet revo-
iution in farm tourism,

‘which bas seen the gradual

emergence of aCCOMMO-
dation that is a cut above,
Ttisone of 16 establishiments
signed up to Cumbriz’s new
Luxury in a Farr injtiative
which is highlighting prop-
erties lilke The Homestead,
with its vauited ceilings,
mullioned windows - and
underfioor heating. The 16
venues inchude Lakeland
cottages, converted gra-
naries, country guesthous-
a5 and an old coach houge.

They and around 1,200
Srmholiday venues are also
to be found through Farm
Stay UX, an independent
farmers” cooperative set up
by the tourist boards and
the former Ministry of Agri-
culture Fisheries and Foods
to improve what once was
thevariable quality of this
sector. The unpredictabili-
ty was a product of what
Tarm Stay describes as the
“Johnny’s gone to boarding
school, we can et his room”
theory of farm tourism,
‘which did the image no good
atallin the early days.

But word is getting
around about the chaages.
Business people are at-
tracted by the security of
these secluded locations as
they Iug expensive equip-
ment around the country.
‘The Hosmestead is simong
those thag have hosted cor-
porate team-buiiding irips.

Al Farm Stay venues are
subjected to independent
inspectionsunder national
touristboard schemes, and
fromnent vesr English farms
will fall infine with the Scot-
tish and ‘Welsh star prading
systemwith 2 “farmhouse”™
designator. From Septem-
ber, the Farm Stay website
will have online booking,

The ¥omestesd also

provides a gateway to the
less known Cumbria.
Cockermouth has a simi-
laz informal ¢harm to tha
farm, it iranspires, with
few establishments more
relaxed than the Front
Room - a wine bar and
bistro run from Thursday
to Sunday. A gnided tour
of Cockermouth’s Jernings
Brewery, where sofi water
drawn from 50ft beneath
the town is used to pro-
duce the beer, reveals the
legendary effects of Cock-
le Warmer, the 6.3 per cent

. proof “session ale”

Cockerrnonth's renown-
ed Castlegate Flouse Gallery
specialises in leading 20th-
century Scottish and Cam-
brian painters. An exhibi-
tion of 5t Fyes painters runs
until 21 August and the
town’s summer festival of
ari, theatre, mmsic and story-
telling runs until § August.
Wordswortl’s birthplace
restored by the Narional
Trust, can be visited,

Orn the way home, we
stop at the Pencil Museum
inEeswick, dedicated to an
industry born of the dis-
covery of graphite in Bor-
rowdale in the 15th centu-
ry. Barnie will return to
school with 2 brand new
pencilas well as photos for
the album to rival any
glamour trip,
lanh Herbert stayed at The
0l Hornestead, Byresteads
Farm, see deizils, right.
{luxaryinatarn couk
farmstayuk.co.uk}. The
Frottt Reom Wine Bar &
Bistro (01900 82888s5).
Jernings Brewery {0845-129
7180). The Pened] Museum
(01768 773626; pendls.co
k). Castlegate House
Gallery {01900 822148)

P. 61

PHATSTT LRE? Spend the pightina
tradifional 16th-cantury, renovated
Cumbriandonghouse —The Oid
Homestead at Byresteads Farm near
the town of Cocketmualrth, Opttor The
Masters Room, a seli-contatned guast
room with-zn alry; vaulted ceiting,
exposed bears, Woodan ficor and
canepied four-poster bad.

LENTACT: Byresteads Famm,
Lockermouts {01900 822223,
byresteads, eu.dc): Deubles from £60
prer rigtit bab: Chlidren urdsr 19 are ne
langer permitiad.

SHEFE1wET Not Shverbank may bea
2D0-year-cld cottagedn.Conistonvlllage,
but its chie rtberior awes mora tothe 215t
than the 19th century;withits opercplan
Ihiing room, cak flobs atvd Shaker kitchen.
EONTACT 3 Sierbank; foniston(0207-
704 3077; boutiguegetaways.com). The
cotage sleeps twotofout] and staris st
£400 for four nigitts’ seb-catering,
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s R BRITISH COUNTRYSIDE THE 15, -

“viictl vy af life it stay 3t Cralee -
-Yrees. 5 workdng famn whidvalsa
welodmas guests Haktway hetien
- Miitilds Meabem a

rerted from an ol Dam
hs, ity roi
and sfternaon walkes alang
f1e b e Eden Rive;

Y Anns Hil CUMERIA

Cotkermoitth * .. Bossenthivgite
Byresteads  LOK
Farm

faswick

rore Derwent
T fFHighpatk  Water

Hhale Farm Cottage £ ’

Loweswa

sel
e Hawrtown

Glenrictdin, H
en 44 & i
& :
Sy, = Borrawdaie &
efdale %0\
; ’
& =iGrasmere

i . S , ) :

Lol . . ey Blencativs :

Tl B 4 Fellside Studins

10, Btatiald Mali 2 . g

WHAT'S ITLIKET StaffTeld Hall Is an imposing mansion eriginaly bullt in 1848 fora young
erebyhenamequadyhneAgﬂnnhy. Thehall's crert ownars, Mirhae! and Marke
mmwﬁﬁmwmmmmmmmmmm ; N
furv{s’lhovstn—m&naephgﬂmufme lush Edon Valley come s standard, i &
EONTACT: Staffield Hail Country Retrearts, Kirkoswald (01895 1574, ! e
premiercottages co.uk), Self-catering apartments rangefrem £32¢ 4o £1,290C per i Cmss'thweite
wesl. Short breaks are alse available outside peait season. : H

St Ashlath Cottage

33

mddfﬁenai research by Chelsea Mchain
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- weaalling With The Romans (from The Northern Echo)

The Northern Feho

www.thenorsthernecha.co. uk

Features Newsletter Site Map ] ”
Latest
Latest
Leader ¢ . . o
P Next | <<Back ¢ dex :
Comment ‘ revious | Next | << ac g inde EDITOR'S CHOICE
,\\-\‘ ‘( EERrS _,_i-,,, “L. g =3 -
Letters with-the'Romans OSpre STEWART DOWNING AUGTION
: . ) . _ ) Footballer Stewart Downing is
Columnists A NEW cycle route apening this month will give more auctioning items to raise
people the chance to discover some of the less well maney for the Vicki Downing
Echo Woman known parts of Hadrian's Wali country. Memorial Fund. You can bid on
Health items oniine including an

England shirt, signed and
framed, and worn by Stewart
against Trinidad and Tobago in
the World Cup, by clicking
here

NEWS IN VIDED

The new Hadrian's Wall Cycleway starts at Ravenglass -
in the Western Lake District, 70 miles south of what
magst peeple think of as the end of the Roman defence
systemn.

Breast Cancer Diary

The Tuesday Poermn

Expats

Next week, cyclists from across the UK wilf_be taking
partin a treilblazing ride organised by Sustrans along
' the route. They wil! leave Ravenglass, where the Lake

In-Paper Supplements
P PP * Village flies the Union flag

* £12.3m Durham leisure

Home
.  District National Park meets the sea, on Monday, §°£‘§'i" :’""k has b;:gu:?t
News - riding north to the start of the wall ar Bowness-on- sch:’m, nerew goes back to
: Solway and arriving at the sasrern end of the wall on .
Sport “Juby 22, T AUDIO INTERVIEWS
Jobs . * The Merchants of
_Hadrian's Wal! board member Eric Robson, who lives Bollywood
Homes . in Wasdale, says: "I'm delighted that the new cycle * PM rings radio -
T " route includes the Western Lake District. Many people i | competition
+ tars _; probabiy don't know that the Hadrian's Wall defence ;| ¥ Suzanne Shaw
Leisure systermn extended south down to Ravengiass, THE HEADLINE GANE
: Business "So the new Hadrian's Wall Cycleway should enable f ;:::h‘g’r‘:'re’g;‘tz :33?;:;‘}?
Features - more people to discover the Roman haritage in this The Headline Game

- area as well as the beaytify! scenery and attractions
- that can be seen along the royte.”

| GET OUR NEWS BY E-MAIL

+ Hadrian's Wall did not sofve the Romans' problem of .. *_Just register
 border of security because the Cumbrian coastline is close o the Scotiish border. The

‘ defences were therefore extended down the coast as far as Ravenglass with a series of

i forts,

Audio & Video

. Personal
: Announcements

. Photo Sales

" Free Websites

: Guide to the ' At Ravengiass, people can see the ruins of a Roman Bathhouse, which is ane of the

Region - largest surviving Roman structures in England.
Dating ' Nearby, at the end of the Eskdale valiey, is Hardknott Roman Fort, one of the most
Archive ; remote outposts of the Roman Empire. Its sltuation, perched eyrie-like with dark crags |

. S - i above and below, gives the fort an atmosphere which few others can match,

* Advertising

Lo e Further up the coast in Maryport Is Sernhouse Museum, which is next to the remains of a

Contaft}!i e | ROMEN Fort from which the artefacts have been recovered, It has some of the most

Newstetter | exciting archaeological finds in Britain and is dramatically sited on the cliffs overlooking
. ‘ the harbour at Maryport and the Solway Firth.

+

ronaleLs : Urisin Fartnership, says: IThe new foute” ¥
opens up the opportunity for cyclists to experience the weaith of things that the Western
Lake District has to offer. As well as the Roman heritage there are also magnificent

coastal views, breathtaking countryside, fascinating attractions, quaint villages and

nisteric towns, all of which can be seen when using this new route.”

The section from Silloth will be opened on Wednesday at the Solway Coast Discovery
Centre. The centre provides an Informative and entertalning intreduction to the srea,
This year Is also the 40th anniversary of the Solway Coast Araa of Outstanding Natura!

http://ww.thisisthenortheast.co.uk/featuresﬂate?w&iiéplay.var.836 331.0.pedalling wit... 09/11/2006
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Beauty.

The section between Ravenglass and Silioth is expected to be fully opened later this year
once work has been completed to bring it up to National Cycle Network standard.

For more information about th te visit www.cycle-

routes.org/hadrianscycieway.
W,

le
= is to see and do in the

6:01am Saturday 15th July 2006

Archive | T

Mewsguest

Terms & Conditions

Privacy Policy © Copyright 2003-2006
pewsquest Media Group

A Gannetl Company s
This site is part of Newsquest's audited local nawspaper network

Sign of the times
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OSPREYS 'WORTH £2M TO ECONOMY
Pubiished on 02/06/2006

THE ARRIVAL of three osprey chicks at Bassenthwaite has had thousands of people
flocking to the district to see the baby birds.

And while their survival will depend on the weather over the next two or three weeks,
their economic impact on the region is In no doubt.

The Osprey Project has now updated the Impact, doubling the value of the birds from £1
million to £2 millioa’s worth of tourism cash a year.

This Is the first season, since the adult ospreys arrived here in 2001, that three chicks
have been hatched.

On one day alone, more than 700 people visited the Whinlatter Farest Visitor Centre to
watch the babies in their nest through the video camera ptaced above it, transmitting
pictures to a large osprey exhibition room in the centre,

More excitement could follow with the sighting of more ospreys in the district.

David Hirst, representative of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds {RSPB) said
that at least one of the birds was tagged but nobody had been able to get ciose enough
to see if it was a returning chick.

It was their hope that a colony of birds could be established here, he said, but even if
the chicks were returning to elsewheré in the UK it wouid still be a massive
achievement, )

A recent RSPB report said that ospreys were the UK's top bird tourism species and that
the Lake District ospreys were attracting twice as many visitors as any other nesting
site.

Around 90,000 visits are made to the osprey viewpoints near Bassenthwaite Lake each
year, cantributing as much as £2 million to the local econamy.

-C0W,°0 13" The
Bassenthwaite Osp e ss story. They have
really caught people's Imaginations, giving a substantial boost to tourism businesses in
the Western Lake District.” '

The ospreys have been nesting near Bassenthwaite Lake since 20C1, returning to the
Lake District after a gap of 150 years.

Whinlatter Forest Visltor Centre has become the focus of the birdwatchers with the live
pictures beamed from cameras in the nest,

Meanwhile the adult birds can be observed feading on the lake from a viewpoint at
nearby Dodd Wood, where volunteers are on hand with telescopes and binoculars.

One of the businesses that has benefited from osprey tourism is Highside Farm, which is
on the opposite side of Bassenthwaite Lake from where the birds are nesting. There are
even binoculars in each of the rocms sc peaple have the chance to watch the birds from
the guesthouse.

Deberah Mawson, of Highside Farm, said: “"People are so excited ta get a glimpse of the
Ospreys. They really are very beautiful and we certzinly have a lot to thank them for."

Other stnries from thic Fratennev that mav intaract vane:

08/06/2006
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Lome OSPREYS:TO-BECOME AN:

Crime Published on 01/06/2006

Courts

Health THE number of visitors who come to see the ospreys at Bassenthwaite is expected

i::‘;?ﬁ‘;” to rise, following news that three chicks have now hatched at the nest,

Business . ) : . . .

Your Area A recent RSPB report said that ospreys are the UK's tap bird tourism species and
that the Lake District ospreys are attracting twice as many visitors as any other

Sport nesting site. Around 90,000 visits are made to the osprey view_fp_oints, near

Haven Bassenthwaite Lake, each year, contributing as much as £2 million to the local

Peaple economy.

Leisure ' .

Weakend ' Fiona McLeod from the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership, says: “The
Bassenthwaite ospreys have been a phenomenal eco-tourism success story. Thay

e-Shopping have really caught people’s imaginations, giving a substantial boost to tourism
businesses in the Western Lake District.”

Comment

Blogs The ospreys have been nesting near Bassenthwaite Lake since 2001, returning to

Local History the Lake District after a gap of 150 years. It is the first time since the birds

Cartoons started nesting in the area that three chicks have successfully hatched.

Competition

Forums People can follow the progress of the chicks on a giant screen at Whinlatter Forest

Weddings Visitor Centre. The live pictures are beamed from cameras in the nest for a

. genuine ‘birds eye’ view of all the action. Meanwhile the adult birds can be
Local Information  ghserved feeding on the lake from a viewpoint at nearby Dodd Wood, where

L“?E:the" volunteers are on hand with telescopes and binoculars.

IS

Whate On Other stories from this category that may interest you:
Gold Online

Buy The Paper Deadlock over new stadium

Digital Copy

Treat for harbour visitors as dolphin leaps into action

Readers Travel
v Transplant man dies at 28

Readers Offer

Dating Town cen;re policies achieve fa#l in serious violent erime
Bar owners are defiant after being tald to ditch the tiles

About Us New fule may hit hospital staffing

Contact Us CCTV upgrade after break-ins

gg:::?;;?;g Ceuncli considers "a hedge too far’

Waork For Us Safe wark boosts fells safety

Legal Stuff Jubflation as ‘havoc’ bedsits pian refused

Back

ARCHIVE SEARCH

nvw evening mail | cumberland news | times and star | news and star

http://www.whitehaven-news.co.uk/news/viewarEbPes.]ast?id% 73006 _ 01/06/2006



P.70



? times and star workington lake district, workington news sport, west cutnbria news, la... Page 1 of 2

Hame

Mews

Sport

Columns & Features
Editerial Opinion
How Michael
Profiie
Taik of the Times
Your Latters

Loca! Information

Weather

Baby Lara

Regensration

Supplements
Photosales
Mators

Jobs

Property
Classifieds
Gold Oniine
Advertise
e-Shopping
Subscribe
Digitat Copy
Readers Offer
Maews Updates
Readers Travel

Forums

Ex-pats

Nostalgia
Cumberland Dialect
Uppies & Downies
Curning

Famous Foik

The Unexplained
Fun & Games
Dating

Site Search
Search The Wek
What you need

CV Link

About Us
Contact Us
Work for Us
Legal Stuff

Cumbria Oniine
Cumberland News
MNews & Star
Whitehaven News
~ MNW Evening Mali

EMAIL UPDATES

ﬁ iﬁni‘ ; V V .-'-. Tk ¥

jyour email

FIONA’S MISSION: MORE TOURISTS, MORE OFTEN L2A 742
Published on D9/06/2006

MARKETING specialist Fiona MclLeod is the new woman responsible for selling the
delights of West Cumbria to the world,

The 29-year-old mother of one has joined the Western Lake District Tourism
Partnership, in Maryport, to develop tourism and promote the best of the area - from itsg
stunning mountain landscapes and coastline to Its tourist attractions and many festivals.

As well as trying te bring more people into the western lakes, Fiona also wants visitors
to stay for longer.

She said: “Historically we have had people just coming in on a day trip or onfy staying
for a short break. :

“We want to increase the number of people whe come and stay, and the arnount of
money they spend when they are here.”

Around 70,000 copies of the partnership’s holiday and short breaks guide are being sent
out to tourist information centres in Cumbria, Scotland, Yorkshire and Cheshire.

A further 250,000 copies of the top attractions leaflet are going out to give people
reasens to stay for longer in the western lakes area, as opposed to the “honeypots” of
the central Lake District.

Food and drink are also being highlighted in the guides, as well as the best of the
accomimodation available.

Fiona says she also wants to develop the partnership’s website and introduce a System
where visitors can beok their accommodation online. :

In the meantime, she is busy working on a national media campaign to ensure the area
gets the best exposure possible.

Allonby and St Bees were recently featured in the *5¢ best beaches guide’ in The
Independent newspaper., '

Flona is originally from Whitehaven. She worked in Edinburgh for seven years before
returning to West Cumbria, and said: “It's a great job and I was absolutely delighted
when I got it.

"I wanted to come back and work in West Cumbria and although I have never worked in
tourism before, the skills I have learned at university and in my previcus jobs are
transferable,

"I know the delights that West Cumbria has to offer and I am passicnate about the
Western Lake District.

I also want to show local people that we can be proud of the area and shouid shout
about 1t.”

Fiona studied international business and Spanish at Leeds University before working as a
marketing manager for Scottish & Newcastle. She has also worked in advertising and on
sales promoticn accounts for supermariet firms Sainsbury’s, Somerfield, XwikSave and
the Co-op.

Fiona works alongside markating administrator Lucy Wiison, 27, of Workington,

http://www.timesandstar.co .uk/features/vieWart%lg.%spx?id% 76139 09/06/2006
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Lucy is also new to the partnership, having previousty worked for Cumbrian Newspapers’
magazine division.
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T'LL TELL THE WORLD HOW GOOD WEST CUMBRIA Isw(_@ﬂé)
Published on 02/06/2008

By Andrea Thompson

MARKETING specialist Fiona Mcleod is the hew woman responsible for
selling the delights of west Cumbriz to the world,

The 29-year-oid mum-of-one, who hails from Whitehaven, has joined
the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership to develop tourism and
promote the best of the area - from its stnning mountain landscapes
and coastline to its tourist atiractions and many festivals.

As well as trying to bring more people into the western iakes, Fiona
also wants visitors to stay for longer,

“Historically we have had peopfe just coming in on a day trip or only
staying for a short break,” she said.

“We want to increase the number of peaple who come and stay, and
the amount of money they spend when they are here.”

Around 70,000 copies of the partnership’s hoiiday and short breaks
guide are being sent out to tourist information centres in Cumbria,
Scotland, Yorkshire and Cheshire, A further 250,000 coples of the top
attractions leaflet are going out to give peopie reasons to stay for
longer in the western lakes area, as opposed to the “honeypots” of
the central Lake District,

Spreading the message: New manager
Flona Mcleod Stan Partieton
20f2 Prev | Next

Food and drink is alse being highlighted in the quides as well as the best of the accommeodation
available.

Fiena says she also wants to develop the partnership’s website and introduce a system where visitors
can book their accommodation onfine.

In the meantime, she is busy working on a national media campaign to ensure the area gets the best
exposure possible,

St Bess and Allanby were recently featured In the *50 best beaches guide’ in The Independent
newspaper. ’

Fiona, who worked in Edinburgh for seven years before returning to her native west Cumbria, said: “It’s
@ great job and I was absolutely detighted when I got it.

"I wanted to come back and work in west Cumbria and zlthough I have never worked in tourism before,
the skills I have learned at university and in my previous jobs are transferable,

*I know the delights that west Cumbria has to offer and I am very passicnate about the Western Lake
District.

"I also want to show local peopie that we can be proud of the area and should shout about it.”

Fiona, who is based at Maryport, studied international business and Spanish at Leeds university before
working as & marketing manager for Scottish & Newcastle. She has also worked in advertising and on
sales promoticn accounts for supermarket firms Salnsbury, Somerfield, KwikSave and the Co-op.

Fiana works alongside marketing administrator Luey Wilsen, 27, from Workington,

She is aiso new to the partnership, having previously worked for Cumbrian Newspapers’ magazine
division,

Other stories from this category that may interest you:
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the LIST The birds, which are currently raising three chicks in their nest in woods high above Bassenthwaite
STUDENT . Lake, have become a major national attraction since the eqgs hatched over the Bank Holiday weekend.
LIFESTYLE ,
KIDS And the owners of Highside Farm, which is on the opposite side of the lake from the nest, is urglng
OPINIGN guests to keep an eye on their feathered friends,
WEATHER
Deborah Mawson, from Highside Farm, said: “People are so excited to get a glimpse of the ospreys.
FGRUMS They are very beautiful and we certainly have a lot to thank them for.”
PHOTQ GALLERY
& SHOPPING Thousands of people have flocked to see the ospreys this year and the Western Lakes Tourism
Partnership is forecasting that numbers are ail set to rise following news that three chicks have now
MOTORING .
hatched. .
A0S
g;ﬁiﬁgﬁgs Around 90,000 visits are made to the viewpoints near Bassenthwaite Lake each year, contributing as
GOLD ONLINE much as £2 million to the local economy.
WEDDINGS i . L w .
B ¢ Fiona MclLeod, from the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership, said: “The Bassenthwaite ospreys
READERS TRAYEL have been a phencmenal eco tourism success story. They have really caught people’s imagination,
DATING giving a substantial boost to tourism businesses in the Western Lake District.”
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Thousands of people have
flocked to see Ospreys
which have nested for the
fifth year running at
Bassenthwaite in the Lake
District,

Officials expect the figura to
exceed the 90,000 visitors B
recorded in 2005,

progress on the internet
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) sald the

number of visitors would be swelled after news of three eggs
hatching at the nest site,

It s expected the rare birds wil| help to generate about £2m
in tourist income in the county, :

e Bassenthwaite Ospreys have been a
phenomenal eco-tourism success story,

Giant screen
"They have really caught peopie’s imaginations, giving a

substantial boost to tourism businesses in the Western Lake
District."”
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The Ospreys have been nesting near Bassenthwaite Lake Farmers warne:
since 2001, returning to the Lake District after a gap of 150 ‘Zero tolerance’
years. Barrow's Bluebi

i | News fee

It is the first time since the birds started nesting in the area
that three chicks have successfully hatched.

People can foliow the progress of the chicks cn a giant screen
at Whinlatter Forest Visitor Centre.

Meanwhile the adult birds can be observed feeding on the
lake from a viewpoint at nearby Dodd Wood, where
volunteers are on hand with telescopes and binoculars.

The osprey pair, known as GreenXS and NoRing, returned to
the Lake District in the first week of April and quickly settied
down to breed.

Nathan Fox, of the Osprey Project team, said: "We are
absolutely delighted that for the first time these special birds
have three chicks in the nest.”

B\ E-mail this to a friend &) Printable version

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES .
E-mail news Mobiles Alerts News feeds Interactive TV Podcasts

[ 1 wost Popular Now | The most read story In North America isi Demaocrats 'to control US Senate’

Helo | Privacy and cockies policy | News sources | About the BBC | Contact us

P, 30
http:/mews.bbe.co.uk/1/hi/england/cumbria/5039350.stm 09/11/2006



N

Fiona is new marketing

Mews & Star  Friday, June 2, 2006

specialist for region

MARKXETING specialist
Fiona MclLeod is the new
woman responsible for
seliing the delights of west
Cumbria to the world.

" The 29-year-old rmumn-of-
one, who haiis from White-
haven, has joined the Western
Lake District Tourism Part
nership to develop tourism
and promoete the best of the
area - from itg stunning
mountain landscapes and
coastline to its tourist attrae-
tions and many festivals.

" As well as trying to bring
more people into the western
lakes, Fiona also wants vis-
1tors o stay for longer.

“Historically we have had
people Just coming inen a day
trip or only staying for a short
brezk,” she said.

“We want to incresse the
mymber of people who come
and stay, and the amount of
money they spend when they
are here.” )

Arournd 70,000 copies of the
partmership’s holiday and
short breaks guide are being
sent out to tourist informa-

| know the delights

west Cumbria
has to offef

tion centres in Cumbria, Scot-
land, Yorkshire and Cheshire.
A further 250,000 copies of the
top attractions leaflet are
going out to give people rea-
sons to stay for longer in the
western  lakes area, as
cpposed to the “honeypots™ of
the central Lake District.

Food and drink is alsa
being highlishted in ths
guides as well as the best of
the accommodation avail
able.

Fiona says she also wants
0 develop the partnership’s
website and introduce a sys-
tem where visitors can book
their accormodation. orline.

New role: Administrator
Lucy Wilson

burgh for seven vears before
returning to her native west
Cumbria, said: “It's a great
job and I was absolutely
delighted when I got it.
“Twanted to come back and
work in west Cumbria and
although I have never worked
in tourism before, the skills I
have learned at university

and in my previous jobs are

transferable.

“I know the delights that
west Cumbria has to offer and
I am very passionate shout
the Western Lake Disixict.

“I alsc want to show local
people that we can be proud of

the area and should shout

about it.” .
- Fiona, who is based at
Maryport, studied interna-
tional business and Spanish
at Leeds university before
working as & marketing man-
ager for Scottish & Newrastle.
She has alsc worked in adver-
tising and on sales promotion
accounts for supermarket
firms Sainsbury Somerfield,
KwikSave and the Co-op.
Fionaworks alongside max-
keting administrator Lucy
Wilson, 27, from Workington.
She is also new to the part-
nership, having previously
warked for Cumbrian News-
papers’ magazine division,

P. 81

LOTAL MEWS |







Newsdesk phone 01900 807610 - emaji: news@times-and-stat.co,uk

Fiona’s mission:
more tourists,

ARKETING  specialist  Fiana
wwcLeod is the new woman respon-
sible for selling the delights of West
~ unbria to the worid,

The 29-year-oid mother of one hag
joined the Western Lake District
Teurisin Partnership, in Maryport,

develap tourism and promote the
best of the area - from ifs stumning
mountain landscapes and coasiline

its tourist attractions and many
wativals. .

As well as trying to bring more

aple Intp the western lakes, Fiona
L0 wants visitors to stay for
longer.

. She sajd: “Historicaily we have

d pecple just coming iz on 2 day
trmilyr only staying for a short
b T

“We want to increase the number
us peaple who eome and stay, and the
amount of money they spend when
" 1y are here,”

Around 70,000 copies of the part-
nership’s holiday and short hreaks
“ide are being sent out to tourist

srmation centres i Cumbyria,
Scotland, Yorkshire and Cheshire,

A further 250,000 coples of the top

ractions leaflet are going out to

give people reasons to stay for Ionger
in the western lakes arey, as opposad
to the “honeypots” of the central
Lake District.

Food and drink are alss being
highlighted in the guides, as well ag
the best of the acnommodation avail
able.

+ Fiona says she also wants to de-
velop the partnership’s websife and
introduce 2 system where visitors
can book their accommodation on.
line. -

In the meantime, she is busy
working on 2 national media cam.
paign to enstre the area gets the best
exposure possible,

Allonby and St Bees were recent-
ly featured in the 50 best beaches
guide’ in The Independent newspa-
per.

Fiona is originally from White-
haven. She worked in Edinburgh for

* seven years before returning to West

Cumbria, and said: “It’'s a great job
and I was shsolutely delighted when
Tgot it

“I wanted to come back and work
in West Cumbria and althoughIhave
never worked In tourism before, the
skills T have learned at mniversity

Times & Star, Frid

and in my previons jobs are trans-
ferable, '

“I know the delights that West
Cumbria has to offer and I am pas-
sionate about the Western Lake Dis-
trict.

“T also want to show local people
ihat wé can be proud 6f the area and
should shout about it.*

Fiona studied international hus}-
ness and Spanish at Leeds Univer-
sity before working as a marketing
manager for Scottish & Newcastle,
She has also worked in advertising -
and on sales promotion accounts for
supermarket firms, Samshury’s,
Somerfield, RKwikSave and the Co-
op.

Fiona works alongside marketing
administrator Lucy Wilson, 27, of
Workington. '

Lucy is also new to the part.
nership, having previously worked
for Cumbrian Newspapers’ maga-
zine division,

Fiona McLeod, i
West Cumbria fo

P. 83






73 Q/dc,

See

<.

@fi_é.pdh cJ czr‘i’(f: ¥

LB

/

.

f

85

.

P



