
 
Strategic Nuclear and Energy Board 180713 

Item 8 
 
 

Key Projects Update  
 
 

 

LEAD OFFICER: John Groves 
REPORT AUTHOR: Steve Smith 
 

Summary and Recommendation: 
 
This paper provides a summary update of key projects relating to the Councils nuclear 
activities and Members are asked to note the current position and way forward.  
 

 
 

1. NUCLEAR NEW BUILD 
 

EDF Energy is still locked in negotiations with the government over terms for the contracts 

for difference (CfDs).  Setting the rate for CfDs is critical to all nuclear new build projects as 

it will determine a guaranteed rate for energy production for the next 20 -30 years, 

therefore all nuclear new build developers are eagerly awaiting the outcome of these 

negotiations.  

 

In a speech to Parliament on 27 June, chief secretary to the Treasury Danny Alexander 

outlined the government's infrastructure plan, which includes measures aimed at enabling 

up to £110 billion of private sector investment in electricity infrastructure by 2020. The plan 

includes the extension of the UK guarantees scheme by two years to December 2016. A 

guarantee under this scheme is expected to help EDF Energy to secure financing for its 

Hinkley Point C project at a lower rate than would be possible without government backing. 

 

2. NORTH WEST COAST CONNECTIONS PROJECT 
 
The National Grid is gearing up to start its second round of consultations outline routing and 
siting for the upgrading of the electricity grid.  The Council has been working with the 
National Grid and the other affected Local Authorities as part of the North West Coast 
Connections project team, to ensure that their consultation strategy is effective and will 
engage with all members of the community.  
 
The consultation is due to commence late Summer  The National Grid are coming to the 
Copeland Centre on Wednesday the 11th September at 5 O’ Clock to brief Members on the 
proposed route corridors and their emerging preference.  All members are urged to attend 
as this will be an emotive subject that affects the entire area.  



 
The consultation itself will involve a newsletter being posted to 247,000 homes located 
approximately within 2km either side of the potential route corridors/siting. 
There will be public consultation drop in events happening across the region in 
Autumn/Winter 2013 and will run for a 12 week period.  Full information promoting events 
will appear in local media 2 weeks prior to the events and information is also available on 
the project website: www.northwestcoastconnections.com 
 

 

3. WALNEY EXTENSION OFFSHORE WIND FARMS  
 

The Walney Island Windfarm extension Development Consent Order (DCO) was submitted 

to the Planning Inspectorate on the 28th June, the inspectorate now has 28 days to review 

the application and to decide whether or not to accept it. During this time the Council has to 

respond on the Adequacy of Consultation (AoC) undertaken by the developer, DONG 

energy.  The Council proposes to do a joint AoC response with the other Local Planning 

Authorities involved in the Planning Performance Agreement. 

There has been no progress made on the issue of community benefits.   

The proposed Community Benefit principles, devised by the Local Authorities, were 

presented and agreed by SNEB at the meeting on the 28th March 2013. 

The PPA Authorities presented DONG with the Community Benefits proposal in March and 

suggested that benefits should be based on £1500 MW per annum over the operational life 

of the Windfarm1, on the current scale this would amount to approximately 1.5million a 

year to be divided equally between Lancashire and Cumbrian communities.   

The developer has made no commitment or given no indication of the level of Community 

Benefit they are willing to pay, however, they have stated: 

“DONG Energy will include in the ES that, should the Project receive consent and 

proceed to construction, a community benefit scheme will be implemented. An 

independent charity or similar organisation would administer the fund for the benefit 

of local communities. Consultation on the operation of the scheme will take place 

with those communities prior to its implementation“ 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Refer to Appendix One – Walney Windfarm Community Benefits Proposal 

http://www.northwestcoastconnections.com/
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Community Benefits Proposals 

 

 



 
 

 

 


