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SUMMARY: Seeks formal agreement of the Council for the terms of reference and 
working arrangements of the joint Cumbria Police and Crime Panel 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: (a) that Council notes the establishment and composition of the 
Cumbria Police and Crime Panel; and 
 
(b) that Council approves the terms of reference and working arrangements of the Panel 
as set out in Appendix “A”. 
                                                                               

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Following the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 each police area 
in England (other than the metropolitan police district) is required to establish a Police 
and Crime Panel to scrutinise in public the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) elected 
on 15 November 2012. 
 
1.2 This report outlines the background to the Cumbria Police and Crime Panel and 
details proposals for its membership, terms of reference and working arrangements. 
 
2. PROPOSALS 
 
2.1 Police and Crime Panels (PCP’s) are scrutinising bodies which exist to scrutinise 
the PCC (not the Chief Constable or the Police Force), to promote openness in the 
transaction of police business, and to support the PCC in the effective exercise of his 
functions. PCP’s are joint committees established by two or more local authorities under 
Section 101(5) of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
2.2 The PCP will have a number of specific functions including: 
 

 Contributing to the development of the Police and Crime Plan (on which it is a 
statutory consultee); 

 Reviewing the PCC’s annual report; 



 Reviewing the PCC’s proposed senior appointments (including Chief Constable, 
Chief Executive, Chief Finance Officer and Deputy Police and Crime 
Commissioner), with a power of veto over the appointment of Chief Constable; 

 Reviewing the PCC’s proposed precept, with a power of veto; 

 Receiving evidence in person from officers of the PCC secretariat; 

 Receiving evidence from and scrutinising the PCC, making reports and 
recommendations on matters relating to the PCC as appropriate; 

 Carrying out investigations into decisions made by the PCC and into topics of 
public interest or concern; 

 Overseeing investigations into complaints about non-criminal behaviour of the 
PCC. 

 
2.3 PCP’s are joint committees of all local authorities in the police area, with a 
minimum size of ten elected Members plus two independent co-optees. In Cumbria the 
proposed PCC is one of the minimum size, politically balanced to reflect the political 
composition of all local authorities across the County. At the Council meeting on 14 June 
2012 the Council appointed Councillor Geoff Garrity as the Council’s representative on 
the PCP until May 2013. The current membership of the PCC is as follows: 
 
Member Representative     Political Group  
 
Councillor Steven Bowditch     Labour 
Councillor Barry Doughty     Labour 
Councillor Geoff Garrity     Labour 
Councillor Celia Tibble     Labour 
Councillor Roger Bingham     Conservative 
Councillor Joe Cowell      Conservative 
Councillor Sid Simpson     Conservative 
Councillor Graham Vincent     Liberal Democrat 
Councillor Jo Stephenson     Liberal Democrat 
        Co-optee 
        Co-optee 
 
2.4 At its initial meeting in shadow form the Panel considered draft terms of 
reference and working arrangements. These are being referred on to the constituent 
local authorities in the County for formal agreement and are attached as Appendix 1 for 
the Council’s consideration. 
  
 
 
 
 



4. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 
4.1 There are no alternative options. 
 
 
5. CONCLUSIONS 
 
5.1 Council is asked to note the background to the Cumbria PCP and agree the terms 
 of reference and working arrangements. 
 
5.     STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS  
 
5.1 The Monitoring Officer’s comments are: Incorporated in the report 
 
5.2 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: Cumbria County Council, as the initial 
host authority, will bear the costs associated with membership of the panel. 
 
5.3 EIA Comments: The contents of this have no direct consequences for equality in 
terms of race, gender disability socio-economic etc. 
 
5.4  Policy Framework:  
 
The Police and Crime Panel is a statutory body. It is a scrutiny body which exists to 
scrutinise the decisions of the Police and Crime Commissioner.  
The Council’s new Corporate Plan identifies Community Safety as a key area of 
partnership activity. The proposal supports Priority 2: Be an effective public service 
partner so we can get the best deal for Copeland and ensures that Copeland is 
represented on the Police and Crime Panel. 
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