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Appendix 3 
Extract from Cumbria Joint Structure Plan 
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Extract from Copeland Local Plan Modifications 
 

9. RENEWABLE ENERGY 
 
R9.1.1  Modify by the addition of a new general, criteria based policy 

which is supportive of renewable energy and contains key 
criteria to be used to judge applications.  This follows but there 
are additional changes to the Reasoned Justification text which 
introduces and explains the new policy and the other EGY 
policies which follow on. 

 
  Section “9.1 INTRODUCTION” retained with Paras 9.1.1 – 9.1.3 

as written in 2D.  Heading “9.2 RENEWABLE ENERGY 
SOURCES” deleted and Para 9.2.1 re-numbered as 9.1.4 and 
placed after 9.1.3.  Para 9.1.4 as shown in 2D to be re-
numbered 9.2.1 and placed as the 1st para of a new section, “9.2 
RENEWABLE ENERGY POLICIES” with the addition of the 
following after “…appropriate safeguards.” to complete the last 
sentence:  “…against any adverse impact, in line with the 
provisions of PPS 22 on Renewable Energy, Policy ER15 of 
RSS and Policy R44 of the JSP.”  Then add two additional 
sentences: “The Council will therefore support development for 
renewable energy generation so long as the overall criteria of 
Policy EGY 1 are met along with any of the additional 
safeguards in Policies EGY 2 – 6 which relate to specific types 
of energy proposal.  The following paragraphs 9.2.2 – 9.2.7 set 
out how the criteria in Policy EGY 1 are to be applied.” 

  Thereafter new paras to be added as follows: 
  “9.2.2 The landscape and visual effects of renewable energy 

proposals will vary according to the type of development, 
its location and the landscape or townscape setting. 
Adverse impacts can be minimized by attention to siting, 
design, scale, colour schemes and landscaping and the 
Council will expect developers to take such matters into 
account (including the effects of any associated 
infrastructure such as network connections, sub stations, 
security fencing and access tracks and foundations) at an 
early stage in project development.  They should ensure 
that their proposals do not adversely affect the special 
qualities of designated landscapes, particularly the St 
Bees Head Heritage Coast or those of the built heritage – 
in terms of Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Conservation 
Areas and Listed Buildings.  In addition, sensitive 
handling will be required in the siting, design and scale of 
development in Landscapes of County Importance.  The 
Council will take into account the likely cumulative effects 
of existing and proposed renewable energy schemes 
including linked apparatus and distribution lines and other 
utility infrastructure in its assessment of all proposals.    
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9.2.3 Effects on biodiversity are also important.  Where 
development for renewable energy could have an 
adverse effect on a site of international importance such 
as a Special Protection Area, a Special Area for 
Conservation or a RAMSAR site (see 6.1.4 – 6.1.11 and 
Policy ENV 1) the Council will only consider granting 
planning permission a) if an assessment of the site has 
shown that its integrity would not be adversely affected or 
b) where adverse effect could be expected and with no 
alternative solution apparent, that there are imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest identified by the 
developer, including those of a social or economic nature.  
In cases of national designations like SSSIs, proposals 
will need to demonstrate that they would not compromise 
the objectives of the designation or that any adverse 
effects are clearly outweighed by the environmental, 
social or economic benefits.  Elsewhere the Council will 
expect developers to explore all potential effects on 
wildlife habitat or species and make provision for 
mitigation,   compensatory or enhancement measures. 

 
9.2.4 Effects on general amenities will be taken into account.  

As noted in PPS 22, renewable technologies may 
generate small increases in noise levels and the Council 
will expect the location and design of renewable energy 
developments to minimize increases in ambient noise 
levels. Objectionable odours can be significant issue in 
handling some proposals e.g. for anaerobic digestion.  
The Council will not allow such plants to be located in 
close proximity to existing residential areas or those with 
planning permission or allocated for development in this 
Plan.  Any other potential nuisance e.g. emissions and 
pollutants must be identified by the developer and 
appropriate mitigation measures designed into the 
scheme to minimize their effects on neighbouring uses.  
Waste arisings can also be a source of potential nuisance 
and care will be required to in the first instance minimize 
the amounts of material involved and then to ensure that 
the most efficient, least harmful means of disposal is 
used, including attention issues involved in transportation 
from the site (e.g. type of vehicle and need for 
containment).  Developers will also need to demonstrate 
that neither the operations or waste arisings will have an 
adverse effect on the hydrology of the site and 
surrounding area.  

 
9.2.5 Traffic impacts must be borne in mind, particularly the 

match between the standard and condition of highway(s) 
serving the site and the size of vehicles and frequency of 
trips generated by the particular type of development.  
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The site access, traffic management and parking 
arrangements must be designed in accordance with 
Policy TSP 6 requirements. 

 
9.2.6 Care must be taken in or adjoining areas designated for 

community recreation purposes (by virtue of Policy SVC 
13) and routes serving them.  Developers must ensure 
that no safety or security risks are created by the form, 
siting or type of development proposed. 

 
9.2.7 Most large scale renewable energy proposals are likely to 

require a full Environmental Impact Assessment which 
will assist all parties in meeting the Policy EGY 1 criteria 
or in establishing the need to consider alternative sites 
(Policy DEV 9 will also apply).  In all cases, however, the 
Council will expect developers to actively consult local 
communities at an early stage in the development 
process and will expect significant benefits to be 
delivered to the community where a scheme is to be 
sited, where possible.  The Council will also expect that 
such issues as effects from electro-magnetic interference, 
effects on radar and aviation and separation distances 
from powerlines, roads and railways will have been 
addressed before it considers applications for planning 
permission.  Additional guidance is being compiled by the 
County Council in partnership with the Cumbrian District 
Authorities.  This will be incorporated in Supplementary 
Planning Documents to be published shortly on Wind 
Energy Development and Landscape Character and both 
will assist in the handling of new development proposals.” 

 
 The new, replacement Policy EGY 1 is as follows: 
 
POLICY EGY 1: Renewable Energy 
 
Proposals for any form of renewable energy development must 
satisfy the following criteria: 
 
1. That there would be no significant adverse visual effects 
2. That there would be no significant adverse effects on 

landscape or townscape character and distinctiveness  
3. That there would be no adverse impact on biodiversity  
4. That proposals would not cause unacceptable harm to 

features of local, national and international importance for 
nature or heritage conservation  

5. That measures are taken to mitigate any noise, smell,dust, 
fumes or other nuisance likely to effect nearby residents or 
other adjoining land users 

6. That adequate provision can be made for access, parking 
and any potentially adverse impacts on the highway network 
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7. That any waste arising as a result of the development would 
be minimized and dealt with using a suitable means of 
disposal 

8. There would be no adverse unacceptable conflict with any 
existing recreational facilities and their access routes 

9. That they would not give rise to any unacceptable cumulative 
effects when considered against any previous extant 
planning approvals for renewable energy development or 
other existing/approved utility infrastructure in the vicinity. 

 
Developers are expected to actively consult with local 
communities in developing their proposals and to deliver 
significant benefits to the community where the scheme is to be 
sited wherever possible.” 
     

R9.1.2  Modify EGY 1 as written in 2D to become:  
  “Policy EGY 2: Wind Energy 
 
  Proposals for wind energy developments will be considered 

against the criteria of Policy EGY 1 with the additional 
requirement that: 

 
  There would be a scheme for the removal of turbines and 

associated structures and the restoration of the site to 
agriculture when the turbines become redundant.” (see R9.4.1 
for modifications to supporting text and R 9.5.1 re last sentence 
of policy) 

 
  Modify Policy EGY 2 as written in 2D to become: 
  “Policy EGY 3: Solar Energy” with further modification in 

accordance with R9.6.2 below. 
 
  Modify Policy EGY 3 as written in 2D to become: 
  “Policy EGY 4: Hydro Electric Schemes 
 
  Proposals for Hydro Electric schemes will be considered against 

the criteria of Policy EGY 1 and other Plan policies.” 
 
  Modify Policy EGY 4 as written in 2D to become: 
  “Policy EGY 5: Tidal Energy” with further modifications in 

accordance with R9.8.1 below.  
 
  Modify Policy EGY 5 as written in 2D to become: 
  “Policy EGY 6: Waste and Bio-fuels 
 
  Proposals for the generation of energy or heat from commercial, 

domestic and agricultural waste or bio-fuels will be considered 
against the criteria of Policy EGY 1 with the additional 
requirements that:  
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  1. wherever possible the scheme should be sited on existing 
industrial/employment sites or previously used land that is well 
related to the resource catchment   

 
  2. wherever practicable measures to transport fuel and waste by 

rail or water are made and 
 
  3. proposals involving agricultural waste within existing farm 

units or involving sewage sludge should be well related to the 
activity, scale and character of the business or enterprise and its 
setting.”       

R9.1.3  Modify by the addition of a new section 9.3: 
  “9.3 Energy Conservation and Efficiency 
 
  9.3.1 As noted earlier in 3.2.7 the Council recognizes the 

importance of energy efficiency in new development.  The siting, 
layout, design and choice of materials can help reduce energy 
consumption and thereby reduce the amount of harmful 
greenhouse gas emissions.  Orientation can help maximize 
solar gain and daylighting and when coupled with high levels of 
insulation and small-scale sources of renewable energy like 
solar panels and photovoltaic cells can significantly reduce 
heating costs.  Consideration should also be given to the use of 
recycled materials and waste minimization and recycling 
measures, especially of heat and water.  Higher densities of 
development, the re-use of existing buildings and use of 
environmentally sustainable building materials can all have 
wider benefits whilst energy-efficient buildings can significantly 
reduce mortality risks by providing warmer housing in winter. 

  9.3.2 The Council is mindful of the government’s call to have a 
proportion of new residential, commercial or industrial 
development’s energy needs to come from on-site renewable 
energy developments (PPS 22 Para 8).  It will be consulting 
stakeholders and local communities on the most appropriate 
form of policy to achieve this as part of work on the Local 
Development Framework.  In the meantime it will expect 
developers to observe the requirements of Policy EGY 7 in this 
regard where the scale and design of such schemes must be 
able to be assimilated in accordance with Policy EGY 1 criteria, 
particularly minimizing any threat to local amenity.  

 
  Policy EGY 7 Energy Conservation and Efficiency 
 
  All development proposals should take into account the need to 

maximize energy conservation and efficiency.  The design, 
layout and choice of materials should incorporate measures 
which help reduce energy consumption and waste and increase 
the potential for recycling.  Developers should also make 
provision for energy production on-site from renewable sources 
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and such schemes must be designed and of a scale appropriate 
to the form of development, its character and the wider setting”. 

 
R9.1.4  No modification 
 
R9.2.1  No modification 
 
R9.3.1  No modification 
 
R9.4.1  Modify Para 9.2.2 by renumbering as 9.2.8 and deleting the 2nd 

sentence and replacing it with:  “These are sensitive locations 
where the application of Policy EGY 1 (as modified) will be 
implemented with care and the proposed new SPDs on wind 
energy and landscape character will be especially useful in this 
regard. The St Bees Head Heritage Coast is particularly 
sensitive area and planning permission for wind energy 
development within or in close proximity to the Heritage Coast 
will only be given where it can be demonstrated that the 
objectives of its designation will not be compromised, and any 
significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area 
has been designated are clearly outweighed by the 
environmental, social and economic benefits.  Elsewhere, in 
Landscapes of County Importance, schemes will need to 
demonstrate sensitivity to the distinctive character of the area.”  
In addition the sentence beginning “Landscape impact..” is 
deleted and a new last sentence added: “As required by JSP 
Policy 44 (4) measures will also be required to secure the 
removal of structures and related infrastructure from the 
development site once their operation ceases with appropriate 
remediation works to the site.”  Para 9.2.3 is renumbered as 
9.2.9.  (See R9.1.2 for Modified Policy EGY 2: Wind Energy) 

R9.4.2  No modification 
 
R9.5.1  Modify Policy EGY 1 by deleting the last sentence.   
  No further modification – It is felt that the effect of other 

modifications, particularly the new Policy EGY ,1 bring the 
treatment of issues in line with PPS 22 and JSP requirements. 

R9.5.2  No modification 
 
R9.6.1 Modify Policy EGY 2 by deleting "….or Landscapes of County 

Importance" from criterion 1 
 [PC031] 
  
R9.6.2 Modify Policy EGY 2 by deleting criterion 2 and replacing it with: 
 “the installation does not unduly harm the character of the 

building and, where on a roof, is generally flush with the plane of 
the roof” 

R9.6.3 No modification 


